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| Sermon for Next Week |

TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL

“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around
by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil.
And He ate nothing during those days, and when they had ended, He became hungry.” (Luke 4:1-2)

ust prior to Jesus' temptation, Luke clearly described His baptism in

the Jordan River. He wrote, “Now when all the people were baptized,
Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was cpened,
and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a
voice came out of heaven, "You are My beloved Son, in You | am well-
pleased’"(Lk. 3:21-22). Here we see heaven opened and the Holy Spirit
come down, and hear God praise His much-loved Scn. Right after this
great phenomenon, Luke tells us that Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit.
We see that everything concerning His spiritual life was perfect.

God's recognition of Jesus, as ‘My beloved Son," makes Him the Son of
God. This Son of God came to earth to do His Father’s will. He made the
decision to follow and obey His Father Ged. As a result, He “returned
from the Jordan and was led around by the Spirit in the wilderness”.
Jesus did not go into the wilderness because He wanted to; He went
because the Holy Spirit guided Him there. The Holy Spirit guided Him all
around there not because of His own will, but because Father God
directed Him to do so.

In the wilderness, the Holy Spirit led Jesus "for forty days, being
tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing during those days, and when
they had ended, He became hungry.” During these forty days of Holy
Spirit leading, Jesus listened to no one but the Holy Spirit. He fasted and
prayed. He was in total communion with His Father. His spiritual
condition, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit together, was complete. He
was spiritually full. In our eyes, His spiritual life was topnotch, with no
further room for growth. As far as things in this world go, He had reached
the highest possible spiritual condition. Nonetheless, the devil still
tempted Him.

Do you think the devil does not tempt Christians? | hear many believers
reason that those who pray, go to church, read their Bible, and fast, in
other words those in top spiritual condition, do not get tempted by the
devil. Why is that? If the devil tempted Jesus, why would he not tempt
Christians? Unlike Jesus, our spiritual life always has room for growth.
God's children relate with Him through His Son and Spirit, but if we want
to continue developing, we, like Jesus, have to stay clese with God. The
spirituality of Christians is a continual growth process that the devil
relentlessly strives to devour.

As today is Lent Sunday, we are going to be spending the next six
weeks walking with Jesus Christ in the wildemess. We are going to keep
in mind His actions, “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly
calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High priest of our confession. He
was faithful to Him who appointed Him"(Heb. 3:1-2). Jesus was faithful
to God, totally dedicated to His Father. If we don't think and act like Him,
we will surrender to temptation. Indeed, Jesus was without sin, but His
every condition was the same as us. As such, His experience with
temptation makes it possible for Him to help us in our weaknesses. The
Bible clearly tells us, “Since then we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with
our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are,
yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne
of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need”(Heb. 4:14-16). Jesus endured and successfully passed His tests
because He completely relied on the Lord. His victory came through
obedience.

During Jesus' life on this earth, He prayed all the time to His Father, In

His relationship with Father God, He cried out that only God could
overcome His temptation. So, He dedicated Himself to obedience and
prayer, and God made Him perfect. "In the days of His flesh, He offered
up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One
able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety.
Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He
suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who
obey Him the source of eternal salvation”{Heb. 5:7-9). We learn that total
obedience makes perfect victory.

Who are Christians? They are people who choose to follow God's
direction. When you examine your life, what are your priorities? Which
duties are most important? s it your mom, dad, wife, children, or job? Is
your spiritual life suffering from famine? So many people who call
themselves Christians are only hungry when their health, business, or
family life is in danger. During these times, they cry out for God to help,
but the rest of their lite is self-directed. Their spiritual life is dry and
empty. Look at Jesus; He had a perfect spiritual life. Yet, the devil still
tempted Him. He did not use His own self-power, but totally relied on His
Lord and got led by the Holy Spirit.

Christians rely on God's direction. If you want to do things your own
way, depending on your own experience and talent, how can you ever
expect victory? Romans 1:16 says, “For | am not ashamed of the gospel;
for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.” To
believe Jesus is the power of God for salvation means you have faith. [t
means you do not believe in yourself, but only believe in God's power.
That is the secret of salvation. In Christ “the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous man shall
live by faith'"(Rom. 1:17). Only righteous people live by faith. Only
righteous people can win against the devil. If you try to live life on your
own, you will always lose against the devil's temptations. That is why it is
so important for Christians to prepare themselves spiritually by praying,
fasting, and concentrating on the Word of God. You cannot spiritually
grow unless you spiritually eat. We need to pay attention to God. Deeply
search your heart during this Lent season.

Qur- spirituality needs to grow continually because we are constantly
being attacked by the devil. We need God's grace. We need to confess
our weaknesses and sins. If we do, we will see God's victory. John 5:24
says, "Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him
who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has
passed out of death into life.” If you listen, if you hear, if you believe in
Jesus, that is faith to faith. Do not confess your successes, confess your
weaknesses and when you do you will immediately feel the acts of the
Holy Spirit, Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will
not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst”({Jn. 6:35). He will
support you spiritually.

Let us pray. Let us rely on the Lord. Let us be led by the Holy Spirit.
Jesus told His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must
deny himself; and take up his cross and follow Me” (Mt. 16:24). This is
the way of success. Do not think you cannot be tempted because you
have a good spiritual condition. Until you die or Christ returns, you will
always be tempted. As a Christian, you are already committed. Your
desire is to follow Ged's will only. That is why you pray, listen to God, and
totally rely on Him like Jesus. This season, let us go with Jesus Christ up
to Calvary Mountain, to the cross. Let us walk together, not by our will,
but by His will. Amen. i
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