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| sermon for Next Sunday |

WHAT DOES GOD REQUIRE OF YOU?

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do
Justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8)

H: | come to the Lord with a humble heart and sincere love, how much

will He accept me? On Judgment Day, as | stand before Him alone,
will my life pass His ruling? Truly, if | say | love the Lord, and proclaim that
my heart and everything is His, how much can He really trust me? He is
one hundred percent holy and one hundred percent correct. How holy am
12 Am | holy enough to enter heaven? Are you holy enough to enter
heaven? Let us review some of the believers in the Bible to see how they
measure up.

The Pharisees and scribes believed they always came to God with their
whole hearts. They loved the Bible and believed that God was the only one
who could save them. Jesus, who will execute judgment upon all, said this
about them, “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in
the chair of Moses; therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do
not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do
them”(Mt. 23:2&3). These men appreciated God with their mouths, but
not their hearts. They were more interested in their reputations than God's
reputation. They emphasized law and tradition, not grace. Law and
tradition will not help anybody to pass their judgment call. Jesus said of
one scribe, who knew God's law very well, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God"{Mk. 12:34). Not far means this man was unsaved. He
was close, but he was not close enough. Salvation requires more than
knowing God, His laws, and any traditions.

Paul talked to Felix, a political leader, about faith in Christ Jesus, and
even discussed righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, but
Felix became frightened and told him, “Go away for the present, and when
| find time | will summon you"{Acts. 24:25). He never found the time. Even
though he agreed with some of what Paul was preaching, he still lost his
opportunity for salvation. James 2:19 tells us, “You believe that God is
one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.” Felix partially
agreed and the devil totally agrees, but both are in trouble. Pontius Pilate,
another political leader, bad the truth told him by Jesus-Himself, “You say
correctly that | am a king. For this | have been born, and for this | have
come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth
hears My voice”(Jn. 18:37). Pilate obviously was not of the truth. He
searched Jesus and found no guilt in Him (Acts. 23:4), but he was scared
of the people, so he went ahead and let them crucify Him. He had no
courage. Salvation requires more than being scared.

King Agrippa had the best chance of receiving salvation when Paul went
before him on charges the Jews had made. Paul preached to him the
gospel pure and simple. He almost accepted it, “Agrippa replied to Paul,
‘In a short time you will persuade me to become a Christian.” And Paul
said, ‘I would wish to God, that whether in a short or long time, not only
you, but also all who hear me this day, might become such as | am, except
for these chains'"(Acts. 26:28&29). Agrippa fell from grace because
salvation is more than almost being persuaded. ;

The centurion soldier who finished the crucifixion of Jesus
acknowledged His innocence, “"Now when the centurion saw what had
happened, he began praising God, saying, 'Certainly this man was
innocent’"(Lk. 23:47). He even acknowledged who Jesus was, "When the
centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the way He
breathed His last, he said, "Truly this man was the Son of God" (Mk.

15:39)! This soldier witnessed Jesus' death, but he did not receive
salvation. Salvation is not about recognizing Jesus or your feelings about
Him. You have to deny yourself and follow Him.

A wealthy young man asked Jesus, “Teacher, what good thing shall | do
that | may obtain eternal life? And He said to him, 'Why are you asking Me
about what is good? There is only One who is good; but if you wish to
enter into life, keep the commandments.’ Then he said to Him, 'Which
ones?’ And Jesus said, ‘You shall not commit murder, you shall not commit
adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; hanor your
father and mather, and you shall love your neighbor as yourself." The young
man said to Him, 'All these things | have kept; what am | still lacking?"
Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be complete, go and sell your-
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow Me." But when the young man heard this statement. he
went away grieving; for he was one who owned much property”(Mt.
19:16-22). Salvation is more than keeping God's commandments.

Judas, one of Jesus' disciples, loved Him very much. He witnessed all
Jesus' sermons and miracles, and even sat with Jesus at His last supper,
but he betrayed Him for thirty pieces of silver (Mt. 26:15). Ananias and his
wife, Sapphira, were also followers of Jesus. They claimed to love the
church, but held back just a little of their proceeds (Acts. 5:2). Like Judas,
they also missed salvation because salvation is more than just accepting
Jesus.

One of two criminals hanging next to Jesus on the cross said to Jesus,
"Are you not the Christ? Save Yourself and us! But the other answered,
and rebuking him said, ‘Do you not even fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed are suffering justly, for
we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done
nothing wrong." And he was saying, ‘Jesus remember me when You come
in Your kingdom!" And He said to him, ‘Truly | say to you, today you shall
be with Me in Paradise’”(Lk. 23:39-43). All his life this one thief was a
sinner, but He asked Jesus to give Him a favor, and he received salvation!

My dear friend, all the people who were just one foot away fram Noah's
ark missed salvation. You have to enter the ark. Only eight people were on
that boat! So, how can you make sure you enter into salvation? How can
you do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God? Luke 13:3 says,
"I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” John the
Baptist cried out to everyone, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand”(Mt. 3:2). Peter said, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit”(Acts. 2:38). He also said, "Therefore repent and
return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord"(Acts. 3:19).
Repentant people never bring up their own opiriion. They never just
appreciate Jesus with their mouths, while inside grumbling and
complaining. Such behavior means there has been no repentance, which
means there has been no change, which means there is no salvation.
Please repent! Drop your pride and deny yourself, get rid of all your
opinions. Take the cross that God gave you with faith and follow Jesus to
salvation. Amen. 4
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