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The first point among three points to be remembered in the Book of Eze-
kiel is the incident that the heavens were opened by the River Kebar. Al-
mighty God revealed himself and was present even during captivity which
means the state of being away from God's sovereignty. The second point was
the incident of the valley full of dry bones. Dry bones spread here and there
all revived and were restored by the breath of God breathed on them. The
last point is the restored temple that appears in chapters 40-48. The appear-
ance of the everlasting temple which will take the place of the fallen Jerusa-
lem temple is glorious and beautiful. Today's text locates between the inci-
dent of the valley of dry bones and the restored temple. “As for you, son of
man, take a stick for yourself and write on it: ‘For Judah and for the children
of Israel, his companions. Then take another stick and write on it, ‘For Jo-
seph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel, his companions’
Then join them one to another for yourself into one stick, and they will be-
come one in your hand."(vs 16-17). God let Ezekiel prepare two sticks. A stick
on which Judah' was written meant the southern kingdom of Judah and the
other stick on which 'Ephraim’' was written meant the northern kingdom of
Israel. To join the two sticks one to another into one stick includes the
meaning that the two divided countries will be one country. The reason that
the Israelites were taken to Babylon by captivity and the cause that the uni-
fied kingdom of Israel was divided into two was because they could not keep
the covenant relationship with God well. It is a natural conclusion that the

divided two countries are unified into one when God restored them.

The first element for the unification through the Gospel

While I was meditating on 'the unification through the Gospel, which
moved my heart a lot, among many prayer topics for unification that I faced
after returning to the mother country, I realized that the 'covenant' played a
crucial role to unify the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern king-
dom of Judah into one country. I came to know 'unification through the
Gospel' means 'unification through the covenant. "Moreover I will make a
covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with
them; I will establish them and multiply them, and I will set My sanctuary in
their midst forevermore.'(v. 26). The Bible refers to the covenant as a cove-
nant of peace. “I will make a covenant of peace with them, and cause wild
beasts to cease from the land; and they will dwell safely in the wilderness
and sleep in the woods."(Eze 34:25). Even though there are forces that give us
difficulties, we can be peaceful due to the covenant of peace. When the sev-
eral covenants God made with us are accomplished, the covenant of peace is
achieved at the same time. That's why the covenant of peace should be es-
tablished first in our hearts. Even in the land of North Korea full of darkness
and persecutions, the covenant of peace should be made. There is no place
where the covenant of peace is not valid because God presides over the
whole world. The core of the covenant of peace is 'to set My sanctuary(v 26),
‘My dwelling place will be with them(v 27), and "My sanctuary is among them
forever(v 28). We should try hard for the sanctuary of God and the dwelling
place of God to be established anywhere at the end of the earth. That's why
the mission is the work of establishing worship service where there is no
worship service. The mission is the work to establish men who believe in
God where there are no men who believe in God and to try hard to lead
them to go further to the place of worshipping God. Because there is the
covenant of peace, we can take charge of this mission, and because the cove-
nant of peace is valid, we should fulfill this mission. We must remember that
the covenant of peace, which is the reason that the sanctuary of God should

be also established in North Korea, is an eternal covenant.

The second element for the unification through the Gospel

"and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel;

Sermon in English Translation
Two Things

Needed to Achieve Unification
(Ezekiel 37:16-23, 26-28)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

and one king shall be king over them all; they shall no longer be two nations,
nor shall they ever be divided into two kingdoms again.'(v 22). Another im-
portant element except for the covenant of peace is 'one king's sovereignty.
“David My servant shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shep-
herd; they shall also walk in My judgments and observe My statutes, and do
them."(v 24). According to the Book of Isaiah, the Book of Jeremiah, and Mi-
nor Prophets, 'David, the king who already died long time ago, means a de-
scendant of David. King David also knew while he was alive that God estab-
lished him as a shadow to prepare for the Messiah who would save the
world. The person, who was a descendant of David, but existed before Da-
vid, and would unify the whole world is the very Jesus Christ. This is re-
ferred to as 'the covenant of peace' surely for peace to be achieved. When
Jesus restores this land, the distinction between peoples and nations disap-
pears, and all the conflicts will be resolved by Jesus. It's because the king of
kings, Jesus, will rule based on the eternal covenant of peace. "Therefore, be-
ing a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of
the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to
sit on his throne,'(Ac 2:30). Peter's sermon at Pentecost shows his excellent
understanding about the Old Testament. Peter says that David knew his de-
scendant would sit on the throne where God reigns. "Therefore being exalt-
ed to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the prom-
ise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear."(Ac
2:33). The incident that Jesus who was exalted by God poured out the Holy
Spirit was the incident at Pentecost. "The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My
right hand,"(Ac 2:34b). 'The Lord' means God the Father, and 'my Lord'
means the Son of God, Jesus who came as a descendant of David. The cli-
max of this song which cited verse 1 of Psalm 110 is the fact that all the forces
of the world will kneel down before Jesus.

With the heart of Jesus

When going to the mission field, I endeavor to see with the heart of Jesus,
who can see the rule of God well. During the last Mongolian mission, I visit-
ed a church of a missionary, Jargal, who is a co-missionary of our church
and has pioneered three churches in the local field. Believers in the local
area expressed admiration that she worked so hard that even the dogs in the
villages remembered her. I think her heart is just the heart of Jesus. "Let this
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,'(Php 2:5). It is Jesus' heart that
has been lowered by humility despite being equal to God. The heart of Jesus
who emptied himself to make himself nothing is the heart of Jesus, which
we should embrace. We should discard the vanity which fills with false glo-
ries. "Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father."(Php 2:9-11). God exalted Jesus who humbled himself higher
than all the authorities and power of the world. This is what is happening
now in the spiritual world, what has already been fulfilled, and what will be
revealed completely when God will have accomplished all the works. In or-
der to fulfill the covenant of peace which is the basis, there should be Jesus
who reigns at the right hand of God and pours out the Holy Spirit. Those
who live holding on to the covenant should stay within the covenant and
should proceed based on the covenant accustomed to the body. They must
never back down. Even more so in the case of the unification of the North
and South, which needs prayers for long. When we go forward staying in the
covenant, God surely fulfills. I bless in the name of the Lord that the cove-
nant of peace should be established firmly for all the people of God.
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