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Sermon for Next Sunday

| sermon for Next Sunday |

LET'S GO TO THE ALTAR

We have an altar from which those who serve
the tabernacle have no right to eat.
(Hebrews 13:10)

s God's children, today’'s Bible verse is one of the most
wonderful affirmations of our faith. Let's examine this spiritual
provision that God has made for us.

God has provided us an altar for personal devotion. When the
Israelites wanted to meet with God in an act of devotion or
dedication, they had to bring a specific kind of animal for the priests
to burn on the altar. God required that the fire on this altar be kept
burning continually.(Lev. 6:13) It had to be ready and available at all
times. Through Jesus Christ, God has made for us a special altar.
Jesus, “having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at
the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His
enemies be made a footstool for His feet. For by one offering He has
perfected for all time those who are sanctified."(Heb. 10:12~14)
God's law for the Israelites required a physical altar that only their
priests could come to. God's grace for the whole world requires a
spiritual altar that only believers can come to. “Therefore, brethren,
since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through
the veil, that is, His flesh.”(Heb. 10:19~20) At the moment when
Jesus cried out on the cross, “It is finished!"”(Jn. 19:30), * e the
veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”(Mt. 27:51)
No longer could only the high priests enter the holy place to go to the
altar, but now everyone with faith in Jesus Christ could meet with
God. God changed the altar from a physical place to a spiritual place:
Now all believers have the opportunity to fellowship with God at any
time and in any place. As Daniel knelt on his knees three times a day,
praying and giving thanks before his God, so too can we.(Dan. 6:10)
Whether you are lying in bed, cooking in the kitchen, or driving in
your car you can meet with God. Wherever you read your Bible and
pray you can have personal devotions with God. For between God
and you stands Jesus, and Jesus has promised, "Whatever you ask
in My name, that will | do, so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, | will do it."(Jn. 14:13~14)

God has provided us an altar for worship. Abraham worshipped
God with all his heart. He gave everything to the Lord. When God
asked him to sacrifice his son Isaac, he told his servants, “Stay here
with the donkey, and | and the lad will go over there; and we will
worship and return to you.”(Gen. 22:5) Abraham was willing to
sacrifice his own son, his most treasured possession, in obedience
to God. When you worship, do you just sit down in church, sing a
few hymns, read a few Bible verses, listen to a little preaching, and
then go home thinking or telling others that you worshipped God
today? Today's churches have lost the sense of the holy. God is not
your pal or a friendly grandpal. He is the Almighty, Everlasting, and
Creator God. Look at Abraham's attitude toward worship or picture
Ged the Father and His Son at Calvary! True worship will quicken
your conscious with the: holiness of God. It will fill your mind with the

majesty of God, and it will open your heart to the love of God. It will
direct your will to the purpose of God. It will make you sing. “How
lovely are Your dwelling places, O Lord of hosts! My soul longed and
even yearned for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh sing
for joy to the living God."”(Ps. 84:1~2) and "For a day in Your courts is
better than a thousand outside. | would rather stand at the threshold
of the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness."(Ps.
84:10)

God has provided us an altar for cleansing our sins. Jesus is our
altar. He is our sacrifice. When we look at the Old Testament, we find
a gold and bronze altar for intercession and sacrifice, "and the gold
altar, and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and the veil for
the doorway of the tent; the bronze altar and its bronze grating, its
poles and all its utensils, the laver and its stand.”(Ex. 39:38~39) The
Israelites broke their covenant with God, and God removed their
physical altar, “This is another thing you do; you cover the altar of the
Lord with tears, with weeping and with groaning, because He no
longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your
hand."(Mal. 2:13) Jesus is now our intercessor and sacrifice. He
washes away all our sins. His blood pays the price for our sins. His
death gives us eternal life. Jesus told His persecutors, “"While | was
with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this
hour and the power of darkness are yours.”(Lk. 22:53) The most
awful crime and the most wicked act ever done on this earth was the
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. At sundown, the soldier made sure that
Jesus’ crucifixion was complete by piercing His side with a spear, so
that His water and blood flowed out. The Son of God had fallen, the
earth quaked, and the darkness fell as God draped the sun. Hell
celebrated the day, but not for long. Jesus went down and
conquered death, and came back to make the drunkard sober, the
harlot pure, the thief honest, and the wicked saintly. His victory made
it possible for you and | to become a child of God. When we repent,
Jesus cleanses our sins, and God forgives us. We must confess our
sins before meeting with God, "Therefore if you are presenting your
offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your offering there before the altar and
go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present
your offering.”(Mt. 5:23~24) Now we can yell, scream, and praise
aloud that we have an altar!

The Bible gives us a last invitation, “The Spirit and the bride say,
‘Come.’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.” And let the one who
is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without
cost.”(Rev. 22:17) When God first came, He came to create. When
He came a second time, He came to save. When God created, He
only had to speak. When God saved, He had to suffer. The first time
God gave His breath to humans, the second time He gave His blood.
| repeat the assurance of Hebrews 13:10. "We have an altar” |
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