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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

Why Jesus Used Parables

“And He said, “How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it? (31)"[It
is] like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are
upon the soil, “’yet when it is sown, grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms

large branches; so that THE BIRDS OF THE AIR can NEST UNDER ITS SHADE.” “?And with many
such parables He was speaking the word to them as they were able to hear it; “Yand He did not speak to
them without a parable; but He was explaining everything privately to His own disciples. (Mark 4:30-34)

parable is a simple, short story in which a spiritual truth is

illustrated by an analogy drawn from everyday experiences.
They can enlighten children and confound adults. Jesus liked to
use them to make the secrets of God's Kingdom more engaging
and clear to those who were willing to hear, and at the same time,
more obscure to those who lacked spiritual awareness. The
humble, soft hearted understood their meaning, while the proud,
hard of heart could not. Jesus' parables allowed those rightly
related to Him to understand heavenly secrets, and kept others
unaware.

Everything Jesus said during His three and a half years of
ministry was, and of course still is, and will always be very
important. God gave Him a message to deliver, just as He gave
the prophets of old, and just like the hardening of people in Old
Testament times, so Jesus found many insensitive people who
could not hear God's Word(see Is. 6:8-10). They could not
understand the meaning of His parables because their hearts
were not spiritually responsive to God's Word. Paul encountered
the same problem. He tried to explain the secrets of God's
kingdom to the Jewish people, but only the Gentiles would listen.
Even today preachers and believers attempt to share the good
news, but the people only want earthly blessings.

After Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, His disciples asked
Him why. He explained to them about the gift of God(see. Mk.
4:11). He told thern that God's gift is available to everyone. A sick,
blind, or starving person can receive it, even a child, Whoever
wants it will get it. It truly is that simple. Whoever opens their
heart will receive God’s gift. The humble listen, and hear God's
voice. Whereas the proud, who listen with their own knowledge
and authority can never understand. There is such a big difference
between the secrets of God's kingdom and the secrets of this
earth. God's secrets cannot be bought or gained through
experience. They don't come through education or sanctification.
No one can give them to you. The Pharisees, scribes, and high
priests studied and analyzed Jesus' teachings. After their careful
review, they determined that Jesus was the son of the devil. They
came to this conclusion because their hearts were hard. They
were hypocrites. They condemned the Son of God for speaking
about the Kingdom of God.

The secrets of God are easy to understand. If you are humble

and truly seeking to hear God's Word, it will directly come down
to you. The woman at the well, the woman with seven demons,
the crazy man by the tombs, and the little tax collector in the tree
all found God's secret. Even the centurion who nailed Jesus to the
cross discovered that Jesus was the Messiah. The secrets of
God's kingdom will pour into your heart if your heart is ready. If it's
like a rock, the seed will die. If it has thorns in it, like the worries
of the world, religious pride, and selfishness, the Word will not
grow. Listen carefully; the earthly things in your heart grieve the
Holy Spirit. Be humble; deny yourself, and God's Word will take
hold!

Jesus' parables talked about life, death, and resurrection. They
spoke about the eternal future. He showed us God's personal
involvement in human history, like a traffic light that glows red,
yellow, or green when you drive. His words came from human
language, but His message came from heaven. He shared little
stories that had big power. Those who listened experienced the
big power of God's Word entering into your heart and changing
darkness into light.

The mysteries of God are revealed to those who can hear. Paul
received the gift of God and explained the mystery of Christ (see
Eph. 3:4-9). Jesus explained God's secrets through simple stories,
using everyday language. Most of the people thought His
teachings were too simple, and thus did not respect what He had
to say. But those who really listened found God’s secrets. They
received heavenly directions. They found Jesus Christ. The Old
Testament prophets predicted both the suffering and glory of the
Messiah, without distinguishing that the former would be fulfilled
at His first coming and the latter at His second (see 1 Pet. 1:10-
12). Angels long to look into the Holy Spirit's workings. Human
effort cannot find God's secrets. The Holy Spirit helps the humble,
so Jesus used parables to talk to the humble.

Jesus prayed, “| praise You; Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent
and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was
well-pleasing in Your sight” (Mt. 11:25-26). Listen to the words of
Jesus with an open heart. His parables are not sophisticated
puzzles designed for the highly educated. Quite the contrary, His
parables are for children who want to grow and learn in God's
wonderful grace. f
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