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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WHAT IS YOUR CONFESSION?

“For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the
Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the
holy angels.” (Mark 8:38)

f this statement is false, no problem, but if it is true then | think a

lot of people are in serious trouble. Can you confess boldly,
clearly, and simply that Jesus Christ is your Savior and that you are
not ashamed of Him? Before you nod your head yes, take a
minute to reflect on what Jesus said just prior to this statement.
First He stated, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.” (v. 34)
Without doubt, it is hard to deny yourself, which is why most
people do not do it, but you confess that you love Jesus and
believe in Him, so are you denying yourself or denying Jesus? Are
you taking the cross or are you taking the easy way? Are you
following Jesus or are you following your own opinions? Jesus
also declared, “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it."(v.
35) Are you still trying to save your life, or are you actually losing it
for Jesus and the gospel? Jesus then asked two important
guestions, “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world,
and forfeit his soul? For what will a man give in exchange for his
soul?” (vv. 36&37) Do you know the answers to these questions?
Honestly, | do not think most of you do what Jesus asks. Sure,
you call Jesus your Savior, but you do not listen or obey His
commands. You do not really honor Him, which actually means
you dishonor Him. Are you ashamed of Jesus Christ?

This year, we are focusing on building Christ's church. Every
member should be seriously examining their faith. Right now, too
many church members practice their faith privately. They quietly
and humbly believe in Jesus, while non-Christian onlookers
quickly and humbly believe they are not Christians! My dear
friend, the world hates Jesus Christ. If you proclaim to be a
Christian, then you have a lot of people who automatically hate
you. Do people hate you? Have you ever bravely confessed that
Jesus Christ is your Savior? When Joseph of Arimathea went
before Pilate to request Jesus' body, he acted courageously.(Jn.
19:38) Everybody was crazy about killing Jesus at that time, so his
life was at stake. He broke the silence, and went public with his
faith. Listen, Jesus gives each believer a tremendously wonderful
promise. If you recognize Him in front of non-believers, He will
recognize you in His glory. Jesus says, “Everyone who confesses
Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him also before the
angels of God”(Lk. 12:8) How can you confess Jesus Christ
publicly?

You can start by using your mouth., Communicating the gospel

to others is a public confession. Romans 10:9 says, "that if you
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” Your soul
receives salvation through your confession. When you bravely tell
non-believers about Jesus they have a chance to accept Him.
Peter and John were born again Christians who became
wonderful evangelists. They confessed Jesus Christ in front of all
Jerusalem, and 3,000 people came to faith. They could not stop
speaking about Jesus.(Acts 4:20) They were not ashamed of
Jesus Christ. You should never be ashamed of Jesus in public.

Baptism is a public confession of Jesus Christ. After the three
thousand souls heard and accepted Peter's gospel testimony, they
were baptized.(Acts 2:41) After the Ethiopian eunuch heard
Philip's testimony, he was baptized.(Acts 8:38&39) After Ananias
healed Paul, he too was baptized(Acts 9:18), and after Peter spoke
with Cornelius and his family about Jesus Christ, they all were
baptized.(Acts 10:47&48) Baptism is like a shadow of the gospel
in public. It is a public confession that symbolizes Christ's death,
resurrection, and ascension. Through baptism, others come to
know the message of salvation.

Practicing your faith is a public confession. Whether you are
working, driving, fighting, or whatever, your life's actions should
always confess Jesus Christ. Whoever knows me, knows that |
only talk about the gospel. Whoever knows you, do they know
that you believe in Jesus Christ because your life shows them? As
a true Christian, you are the light in the world; you are the salt of
the earth. Everyone should recognize your position, even the
animals, because you love souls. You forgive other people. You
put others ahead of yourself all the time, and do not issue your
own voice. Philippians 2:5~7 say, "Have this attitude in yourselves
which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant,
and being made in the likeness of men."”

My dear friend, | am sincerely asking you to search your heart
over life and death issues. Please confess Jesus with your mouth
to others. Please confess Jesus through your baptism. Please
confess Jesus through the daily practice of your faith. Your public
confessions show that you are proud of Jesus Christ. Besides the
Lord Ged, do you know who is most interested in you? Yes, the
heavenly angels, but also non-believers. People who do not know
Jesus yet are watching you. What is your confession to them? i
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