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(D Next Sunday s Message By Rev. Kim, Sung Kwan @

THE SILVER
TRUMPETS

(Numbers 10:1-10)

rior to the Israclites’ setting out for their thirty-eight
P years journey to the Promised Land from Mount
Sinai, the Lord told Moses to make two silver trumpets.
Directly from God' s order, using various sounds, the
trumpets were blown for the purpose of “calling the
community together and having the camps set out (vs.
2). These trumpets were very special instruments not only
because of their fine silver makings and important
functions but moreover because of their communication
between God and His people.

God specifically designed a special program for the
two trumpets. He told Moses, "When both are sounded,
the whole community is to assemble before you at the
entrance to the Tent of Meetings. If only one is sounded, the leaders - the
heads of the clans of Israel - are to assemble before you” (vss. 3-4). It
became quite important for the Israelite leaders to listen and discern the
. various trumpet blasts. For those familiar with the sounding of trumpets, it
is very difficult to tell the difference between one and two trumpets. So
the Israelite leaders really needed to listen carefully - sensitively!

Another aspect of God' s rrumpet program included different kinds
of signals for blasting alarms. "When a trumpet blast is sounded, the tribes
camping on the east are to set out. At the sounding of a second blast, the
camps on the south are to set out. The blast will be the signal for setting
out, To gather the assembly, blow the trumpets, but not with the same
signal” (vss. 5-7). Again, the Israelite leaders needed o be very attentive
in order to hear the proper trumpet message and respond accordingly.

Of course, because of the special communication associated with
the trumpets between God and man, God instructed Moses that, "The
sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow the trumpets. This is to be a lasting
ordinance for you and the generations to come™ (vs. 8). God' s servants
were the only ones ordained for this special task. The trumpets were very
special, as noted in that they were made of silver, not brass. Silver is a
precious metal and it makes for the finest trumpets. The priests were
given these silver trumpets because it was their responsibility to lead
God' s children towards His direction. It was their responsibility to
distinguish the distinct trumpet sounds that God ordered.

The trumpets were also to be used in times of war. "When you go
into battle in your own land against an enemy who is oppressing you,
sound a blast on the trumpets. Then you will be remembered by the Lord
your God and rescued from your enemies’ (vs. 9). The act of blowing the
trumpets in tmes of war were acts of faith. The Tsraelites acted and God
remembered. When the [sraelites put God foremost in their actions, God
rescued them.

Lastly, God informed Moses that the trumpets were (o be used,
“Also at your times of rejoicing - your appointed feasts and New Moon
festivals - you are to sound the trumpets over your burnt offerings and
fellowship offerings, and they will be a memorial for you before your
God. [ am the Lord your God™ (vs. 10). These holy convocations were 1o
use the trumpets as 4 reminder that the Lord was indeed their God,
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Throughout the Old Testament and New Testament there are many | 2g} g & 1 g gz otalels A8 x| o] v}Ee Bof 7| de dolg

"Blow
the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in

references to the sounding of the trumpets. In Joel 2:1, we read,

the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming. It is close at hand.” In
Leviticus 23:24, we read of the feast of trumpets, "Say to the Israelites:
‘On the first day of the seventh month you are to have a day of rest, a
sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts’ ” In 1 Corinthians
14:8, Paul states,

will get ready for battle?” And in Revelation 1:10, John refers to the Lord’ s

“Again, if the rumpet does not sound a clear call, who
voice, “On the Lord s Day [ was in the Spirit, and [ heard behind me a
loud voice like a trumpet.’

As a Christian leader, these verses truly touch my heart. Just as the
Israelite leaders needed to concentrate on the trumpet sounds in order to
really hear, know and practice God' s directions, so too must the Christian
leaders of today listen, understand and follow the Holy Spirit’ s directions.
We need to be the trumpets that blast God' s directions for His people. As
His instruments, we can only function through His blowing, nor ours. This
means that Christian leaders need to completely rely on the Lord with all
their hearts,

And so too, all Christians need to hear His voice through worship,
prayer, meditation and study of His word. All Christians need to
completely rely on the Lord with all their hearts and follow His calling for
their lives. God speaks to us in many ways that are mysterious to us. And
it is our responsibility to discern His voice by listening intently and
obeying and serving Him faithfully.

The silver trumpets served as a communication tool between God
and His people. Today, we are His tool in Christ. The Holy Spirit blows
God' s voice into us. This tremendous blessing of the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit empowers, enables and equips us with everything we need to
serve the Lord as the finest silver trumpets. It is my prayer that Christian
leaders, pastors in particular, listen intently to His voice and open
themselves completely to his blowing, so that the trumpet sounds are
clear and correct. It is also my prayer that all Christians follow and listen
to the Holy Spirit’ s directions and live in His eternal peace.

It s so sad o see professing Christians living life in unhappiness,
stress, and turmoil. Their trumpets have become unpolished, dusty and
dirty. Their sounds are not clear and are distorted. God' s voice cannot
blow through the clogged openings. Their weak faith has caused erosion.
The solution that will polish them and bring them back to shiny form is
faith in Jesus Christ. He is the answer 1o all problems, no matter what the
question is.

In Chrst, we are forever joyful and thankful. We possess a peace
that passes all understanding. Times of crises are our testing ground for
our faith. Is Jesus Christ really vour Lord and Savior? If the answer is ves,
then there can be no dooming unhappiness, no stress, and no turmoil.,
Our trust and confidence in Jesus Christ eliminates all these dilemmas. So,
if you find yourself unhappy, stressed out, or perceiving reality as turmoil
- stop and take a moment or several moments to pray and refocus your
perspective on Christ. Don’ t let Satan and his demons take away God s
glory from you. We have real power in Christ to overcome all of the
devil' s tricks and lies. The devil s powers cannot harm us in Christ. We
are completely protected and have no need to fear anything [rom Satan.

Our responsibility is to keep our trumpets in fine working order so
that God' s
silver trumpets called the Israelites together and set them out in an orderly

s voice carries through clearly and triumphantly! Just as the two

fashion, so we too need to focus, concentrate and intently listen to the

-wind of His breath blowing into us to call vs to Him and send us out to

others.

1 want to be like those unblemished and lustrous silver trumpets
that the priests of old used to direct God' s people. I want to have a
silvery shine that reflects His light and rouches those He calls.
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