H1077E 198811 39 42 &7) 20094 12% 202l

DEZTE 37Rske} =e) 7Hte] Sty
vhel 55 4:17

21 ek o

AL 4

o n5s)

A4 A

o] % Ak

2 118 w2k BAE 2718 $elE
247 AAZHE AL L ok Aol
ohef &S 16:24

gudeE 2] MeSuAl AT S 6651 025528200 THE WEEKLY CHOONGHYUN

_ =z X
'#}LP’ 22 o] = ATz shLpde) o] EARE Iz,

TR T Ml EE U el S aAl o) el & Nlel wbE 2 AFSZ)
ol HFe ZE 1T S Fehllm 9] ale Bisivzt

ol AE S xZ o 1l HMS Bolulzle 44k Al )

Walo] Zolzle FHE ol AFS 24 Mkl 2.

wepel: A8 8l AEE 84S

-

- ‘ ‘UV b

PO e ZIEIEL “BE2 J1E
122 2024(Q ) ZIOfH A| — TE=2I3 - O ZIYTY U QHAER} S |0l 2

' YEH 02| B
& | 1284 2224(2) 2.7 641 30, =Y — IS SPYEO| SaYi= HEO| V1L

“SERIA O
128 25%(E) QT OAI - 11AL BT — 2 IS0 YA ZAIOH SEii= A1yt Biso| oy

[+2= Z10IH) T, SRR (2009 ZAT S 20104 210 = M= Ha)
FEERE(25Y), SO HISTINIS TS HELITHHLO L, HEZAIIO] RS LIS AI7| HIZUCE
| SCHR T2, X SIBMRAAIEIRHN A) R BEISI (RI0fHH T, MADIS BEY

A S NN N ST " T N R AN TR CTRTRTLYTR YT YTRTREanN
2| Auks o2AlE SF T4l Felo] Aol vlAlE ke Aol ulele] FUAN SjelAl setet
o AU, LS AL W A Eee Atk gEAE B2 QU SEs shude] 20 g
HES N9l B AYEH 7 EoHo= o|s Wark Y&y Teoke shidel sitiet THe] AR

QAstAl7) 3] o ol AEAE o)Al el TelARS LHs ST AZlel YU 2 3l7] WLy
L2o)jH Fpck £ BuEsUY, “ofEe wory
(CIEM 2:11~14) o122 diset stz ol 27} %7)
W2 259 HolH FUY o]

Alolet shief @} 120 whelelrt dldd S Weks | st el 2ae 4g
o] o] AlAte] Soigterich Q7o) FlZomE of Wehe Aulsh AlE =

U - PEUth A APE F3U 4 gt LAY, drEe 299

Py QI P

FHE o] datel Aol FUYTHe FYuh A4 TrEE
& S3QUh “-9o@ TAlste] AR FAL BE BHel SoE &
SotAl 2SI ARt s A D& A4S SEs A7) WiAe] sl B
2 stalole (2 2:14), FEE Selo] TR 2:10), BAE 2:19), i@
219)2h AL ghiriek, BebelE 2)o) & Ao BRISe] sk s

2 ARA FAT $2E el hsoz golriun olzle] By
oh oy e o] A41& WoHEl BE AlRbEdl4) 2A& Axsetn Pus
AU}, ofA A7k AHOE o] ke 714 ola% & UAFUA? o
U =elgo s Ang 4 e7ke? A 936 ¥zt mole 7ol e
SSEATE 227} olSfBl S +EE 8] ARl AU it

YEA 2:11~14 &2 shid el A cial ziesiAl dasiFa ol
Suth eje] 77, B, vlee] 23 stbde] oBA DA LIS B
AFULh 05 B IPAEQSEE shtde] 74U F¥HS &A st
He A g A Joent dY ZeR Asia dayrh 152

LA clele] BEg FAshAl Aolorts 7bE Fleit ABYLLE 7
1e o3 d4 el Aus Qi FrslAs Ut Bes Tl ey U
ol 714 2 ALY shbdAA 2ol ghglel 422 2471 Hie
Fuht 2 g7hE ABEA W ARt ALY S8 2UskA7]
A3 ARUAN ARTIN FesgUt e 22lo) 37, wA, o
o] 28 ool 12 Faldsuich dls) AL 7ol 22 3 o
440 222 o] FUY b e BEH Fedaich o Tejanka
of el4: 22| A gho] 9l stk el 7l ket F4lo] ojelEel] 3]

& Anghct ohl,
Hae !USAL




@ 20094 128 202

zuxs

H1077 %

| sermon for Next Sunday ||

MIRACLE OF THE WISE MEN

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, ® "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?
For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” --- ""When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. "W After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary His mother;
and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures,
they presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew 2:1~11)

D ecember is the season of miracles. The Christmas message
reveals the miracle of the virgin mother that was prophesied from
long ago, the miracle of Joseph’s dreams, the miracle of an angel talking
to shepherds in a field near Bethlehem, the miracle of tens of angels
singing before shepherds, and the greatest miracle of all, Christ born in
a manger. Today we are thinking about the miracle of the ‘magi,” wise
men from the east, who were experts in the study of the stars. The
Bible doesn't mention their names, or how many of them there were.
It's believed there were three because of the three gifts given to Jesus.
The Bible also doesn't tell us when they began their journey or the
exact length of their travels. The Bible does say that they came from the
east, probably from the region of Babylon, known to us today as Iraqg.
We imagine they were wealthy because of their expensive gifté of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Tradition says they were kings, but we do not
know that for certain. Let's look at God's miracle with the wise men.

Why did the wise men leave the east? These magi probably studied
the book of Daniel and other Old Testament writings. Remember that
Daniel had been taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon.
He was chosen by the king to learn his culture’s literature and language.
Daniel kept his faith in God and studied hard and became the head of
wise men. He was eventually given the position of prime minister and
his fame spread throughout the land. His vision of the coming Messiah
was recorded in Daniel 7:13~14, and certain numbers concerning His
coming were recorded in Daniel 9:24~26. Also, the Book of Numbers,
like Numbers 24:16~17, “The oracle of him who hears the words of
God, And knows the knowledge of the Most High, Who sees the vision
of the Almighty, Falling down, yet having his eyes uncovered. | see him,
but not now; | behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from
Jacob, A scepter shall rise form Israel, And shall crush through the
forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth” is probably
something they alsc studied. The wise men believed that the Messiah
was going to come from Israel. They believed in His star, so that when
they saw it they followed it. They came to Herod and brought with them
the wonderful message, "Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?
For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him""(Mt,
2:1~2).

How did the wise men get off track? When they saw the Messiah's
star they started to follow it and were on the right track, but then they
ended up in Jerusalem because they got sidetracked. In Jerusalem,
without thinking, they went to the palace. They thought it was the right
place, and probably got a shock when it wasn't. These Gentiles came
into Jerusalem talking about the Messiah, waking up the sleeping souls
of Israel, and forcing their scholars to study, “When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Gathering
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born"(Mt. 2:3~4). The wise men
thought they were doing right because they started with God, but they

took their eyes off the star and began relying on their own knowledge
and will. They changed direction because they were doing their own
thing and what they felt was right. Many of today's Christians are very
similar to the wise men. They start with God and then get off track
because they follow their own feelings instead of Christ. Can you recall
such incidents in your own life? It's easy for us to revert to using our
experiences, logic, and intelligence to guide us in this life. The Bible
warns us not to do that, “So also we, while we were children, were
held in bondage under the elemental things of the world. -+ But now
that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is
it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things,
to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?”(Gal. 4:3~9). Jesus
specifically says, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny
himself, and take up his cross and follow Me" (Mt. 16:24). Like the wise
men who needed to follow only the star, so too we must follow Jesus
only.

What brought the wise men back on track? After the great scholars of
Israel studied the Scriptures concerning the Messiah's birth, they found
the answer. They told the king, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what
has been written by the prophet: ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF
JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF
JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO
WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL “(Mt. 2:5~6). The Bible scholars
found Micah 5:2, but the strange thing is that they didn't really believe
it. The wise men believed it. The Bible made the wise men head
immediately toward Bethlehem. The Bible put the wise men back on
track. They left Jerusalem and went to Bethlehem, and on their way
they saw the star again, “After hearing the king, they went their way;
and the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them until
it came and stood over the place where the Child was., When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy”(Mt. 2:9~10). They
saw the Light! When we come back to the Word of God we see the
Light, the Light of life, “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of
men. The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it"(Jn. 1:4~5). It is so sad that Ged's people did not see it,
“He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive
Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, even to those who believe in His name” (Jn.
1:11~12). When we come back to the Word of God we will get back on
the right track.

My dear friend, we just finished celebrating Christmas Day, so we
need to remember the miracle that happened to the wise men. They
started their long journey with God, and then their pride got the best of
them. Their own knowledge threw them off track, but they found their
way back to the right track by the Bible. They obeyed the Bible and
immediately got right back on track. We are heading into a new season
with Jesus, and we need to follow Him all the way with the Bible.
Please make Jesus the most important thing in your life, and follow Him
with the Bible. Amen.
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