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WHAT IS GOD’S DESIRE?

®First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings,
be made on behalf of all men, “for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil
and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. “This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
“@hwho desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
®For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus. (I Timothy 2:1~5)

n today's Bible passage, Paul instructs Timothy to pray for

all men, “First of all, then, | urge that entreaties and
prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all
men"(1 Tim. 2:1). There is no one whom God's grace cannot
reach. Having just described how God saved him, Paul
highlights his sinfulness, "It is a trustworthy statement,
deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners, among whom | am foremost of all”(1
Tim. 1:15). Everyone needs to listen to Jesus and receive Him
as their Savior. Paul pointed out the need for Timothy to pray
“for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity”(1 Tim. 2:2).
God has ordained political powers, “Every person is to be in
subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those which exist are
established by God"”(Rom. 13:1). God can use anyone for our
benefit, like Pharaoh in the deliverance of Israel from Egypt.
Praying for "all men” is something that doesn’'t come
naturally, but is our Christian responsibility due to God's
desire. What is God's desire?

God's desire is for everyone to be saved. Praying for
everyone is “good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth”(1 Tim. 2:3~4). God is the only Savior,
“For there is one God, and one mediator also between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus”(1 Tim. 2:5). Some people are
tempted to look to earthly rulers for salvation instead of God.
Indeed, in today's world there are a lot of leaders who act like
saviors, but God is the only one who can forgive sin. Scripture
is very clear in teaching us that no one besides God can truly
save us. God purposefully sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to
save mankind, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life”(Jn. 3:16). Jesus’ primary function
for coming to this earth the first time was to save mankind,
“For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the
waorld, but that the world might be saved through Him"(Jn.
3:17). God’s ability to save is not limited. We must never
reduce God to a human savior who either is incapable or
undesirable of saving mankind. Jesus invites everyone to
come to Him, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-

laden, and | will give you rest”(Mt. 11:28). Jesus will not turn
away anyone who comes to Him for salvation, “All that the
Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to
Me | will certainly not cast out”(Jn, 6:37). When you're
depressed or deeply grieved by something, go to Jesus. He
will never let you down. The problem is that you don't go, you
ignore Him, and He's the only one who can save you.

God's salvation is available to all, but not all will accept it. In
all of creation, only man is'made in the image and likeness of
God. Ever since Adam and Eve chose to disobey God, in the
Garden of Eden, man has continued to sin. The consequence
of their disobedience was that now all human beings are born
into sin, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God”(Rom. 3:23). God'’s great love provided a way to restore a
relationship between man and God. His plan of salvation in
Christ Jesus is eternal. It is for everyone, but not everyone
receives it. Jesus said, “But you do not believe because you
are not of My sheep. My sheep hear My voice, and | know
them, and they follow Me; and | give eternal life to them, and
they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My
hand”(Jn. 10:26~28). In His forbearance, God endures and
waits for His people to come to Him, “The Lord is not slow
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come
to repentance”(2 Pet. 3:9). God chooses His people, “You did
not choose Me but | chose you”(Jn. 156:16). Romans 8:29~30
say, "For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would
be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He
also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.”
Your faith in Jesus Christ is not of your doing, but God's.
Some people cannot receive it, and we need to appreciate
that.

My dear friends, Paul charged Timothy to pray for all people.
Since the Holy Spirit’s indwelling of all believers on Pentecost,
we as Christians now proclaim Jesus all over the world. God
wants to save all, and we should pray for everyone, but we
cannot expect one hundred percent of our listeners to accept.
Some people accept Jesus and some people do not, but still
God desires for all to be saved. Amen. §f
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