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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

COMMUNION & CHRISTMAS

" And when He had taken some bread and given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of Me.” *”And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying,
“This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.”
(Luke 22:19~20)

ur Creator God is the greatest giver. He gave us life,
O “Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living being”(Gen. 2:7). He gives us every
good thing, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shifting shadow”(Jas. 1:17).
Communion and Christmas are both God's greatest gifts,
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life”(Jn. 3:16). His first greatest gift was given on
Christmas, "And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she
wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn"(Lk. 2:7). Everyone
who has received God's gift of Jesus Christ can partake in
Communion. Communion is about the greatest gift of all, for
whoever partakes must remember that the gift of Christ is
the only gift that brings salvation.

Jesus Christ gave His body, “And when He had taken
some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
them, saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of Me'"(Lk. 22:19). The prophets of old
wrote about God taking a human body, “Therefore the Lord
Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with
child and bear a son, and she will call His name
Immanuel”(ls. 7:14). They even prophesied where this
special body would be born, “But as for you, Bethlehem
Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From
you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings
forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity”(Mic. 5:2).
QOur omnipresent Lord limited Himself to a human body. The
apostle Paul explains God becoming a man in a more
beautiful way, “Have this attitude in yourselves which was
also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and
being made in the likeness of men"(Phil. 2:5~7). Jesus

Christ humbled Himself to take on the limitations of
humanity. At Christmas we celebrate Christ taking a body,
and in Communion we celebrate Christ giving His body on
the cross for our sins.

Jesus Christ gave His blood, "And in the same way He
took the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup which is
poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood""(Lk.
22:20). The very first Communion announced the New
Covenant that Jesus Christ gave to us. The Virgin Mary
wrapped her firstborn in cloths; these were baby cloths of
the poor. They were clothing for the dead. This child was
born to die. Mary laid the Lamb of God in a manger, a
feeding place, for He would be sacrificed for all sin. Peter
wrote of His redeeming precious blood, "but with precious
blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of
Christ”(1 Pet. 1:19). John wrote of His cleansing precious
blood, “but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the
Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin"(1 Jn. 1:7). At
Christmas we celebrate the onflowing of Christ's blood to
give Him life, and in Communion we celebrate Christ's out-
pouring of blood to give us life.

Christ gave His best. He prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as | will, but as
You will”(Mt. 26:39). He gave everything! He is always about
His Father's business. Whenever terrible pain and temptation
came to Him in this world, He was steadfast and victorious.
When suffering, He neither complained nor threatened.
Instead, He forgave His torturous killers. When dying, He
was faithful and in control until the end

My dear friends, today is our first Communion service
since Christmas. Please let's look carefully and sincerely at
the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ. What God is giving, let us
take with great appreciation. What can you give to the One
who gave His all? What can you give to the Christ of the
manger and the cross? | hope you give Him your heart and
life for His service. Amen.
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