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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

HE CONTROLS LIFE AND DEATH

“DAnd so they removed the stone. And Jesus raised His eyes, and said, “Father, I thank Thee that Thou heardest
Me. - “*And when He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” “"He who
had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings; and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” (John 11:41-44)

uring Jesus' three and a half years of ministry, He raised three
Dpeople from the dead: Jairus' daughter (Mt. 9:23-25), the
widow’s son (Lk. 7:11-15), and Lazarus (Jn. 11:41-44). Lazarus and
his sisters, Mary and Martha, were close acquaintances whom
Jesus loved dearly. They lived in Bethany, and Jesus stayed with
them many times. When Lazarus died, Jesus went to his home. As
He approached it, Martha ran up to Him and said, “Lord, if You had
been here, my brother would not have died. Even now | know that
whatever You ask of God, God will give You"(vv. 21-22). Jesus
responded, “Your brother will rise again”(v. 23). He further explained
to her, “| am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me
will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me
will never die”(Jn. 11:25-26). Jesus Christ is Lord over life and
death. He raised three dead people in the sight of many witnesses,
yet most of these witnesses still crucified Him. Even though He
Himself died, resurrected, and ascended into heaven in the
presence of many, people still do not believe He controls life and
death.

In today's seminaries, priests and pastors juggle the idea of
whether or not Jesus controls death and life. They wonder if He
really is the way, truth, and life, and if so, if He really is the only way,
truth, and life. Many people followed Jesus and claimed to be His
disciples, but after they analyzed, discussed, and doubted His
actions and words, they stopped following Him. Right now, you say
you believe in the Lord Jesus and the Bible, but do you really
believe He raised Lazarus? Do you really think He can raise you from
the dead? Truthfully, He can easily raise you from the dead, but you
cannot logically or rationally reason how. If you question His
methods, you will be in trouble. Lazarus’ story drives you toward
mysterious power, God's power. You can either believe it or doubt it.
If you do not believe it, how can you believe in Jesus' ascension or
His return? Human knowledge and reasoning cannot reach this
truth. It is far beyond our capacity. Your wisdom and efforts cannot
help you arrive in the eternal kingdom of God. Perhaps you can
reach heaven's gates, but that will not do you any good because
anyone outside God's kingdom is eternally doomed. Resurrection
and ascension are holy, holy secrets.

Before Jesus resurrected Lazarus, He prayed. He raised His eyes,
and said, “Father, | thank You that You have heard Me. | knew that
You always hear Me; but because of the people standing around |
said it, so that they may believe that You sent Me"(vv. 41&42).
Jesus called God His Father. He and God have a Son and Father
relationship. He prayed first for the glory of God, and secondly for
the believer’s to have assurance of faith. He knew His Father
listened to Him, so He knew that He could control death. He

thanked His Father because He knew His Father would answer
Him. He already believed it. He prayed aloud so that believers could
trust God. His prayer helps believers to pray and believe in God.

As a believer, you should pray for the glory of God because Jesus
will answer you. Jesus said, “Until now you have asked for nothing
in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made
full"(Jn. 16:24). Whenever you pray, you know with your faith that
God's glory will be done. Jesus said, “If you ask Me anything in My
name, | will do it"{Jn. 14:14). Do you believe this? Jesus knew from
the beginning that God would answer His prayer. Do you know that
God will answer your prayers? Jesus wants you to understand this
wonderful concept. He says, “If you abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you"(Jn.
16:7). Come now, do you really believe it? If not, then the glory of
God is done.

Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, "He cried out with a loud
voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth'"(v. 43). His three small and firm words
brought victory, so much so that a dead body obeyed them. Lazarus
came forth, “He who had died came forth, bound hand and foot
with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth.
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go'”(v. 44). His clear .
and simple order brought life to a dead man. John 5:26 says, "For
just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son
also to have life in Himself.” Jesus, the Son of God, has life in Him.
He gave this life to Lazarus because He controls life and death.

Jesus called Lazarus by name. When He returns He is going to
call every believer by individual name. John 10:3 says, “To him the
doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out.” Jesus said, “| am the
good shepherd, and | know My own and My own know Me“(Jn.
10:14). Do you know Jesus? He said, "My sheep hear My voice,
and | know them, and they follow Me"(Jn, 10:27). Do you hear
Jesus' voice? Do you follow Him?

My dear friend, if you continue to question and doubt God's ways,
which are clearly above all levels of human understanding, then you
are not going to know Jesus. Matthew 25:21 says, “Well done,
good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, | will put
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master."”
Jesus wants to know if you have faith. So many pecple doubt, and
want to discuss issues to make excuses. This fifth Lent Sunday,
know that Jesus raised Lazarus for God's glory and for believers'
faith. He is the resurrection and the life. He has victory over death,
and He will give you eternal life, if you trust Him. Do you trust Him?
If you do, then your life will have victory. Amen. {
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The essence of prayer doesn’t consist in asking God for something
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but in opening our hearts to God,
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in speaking with Him,
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and living with Him in perpetual communion.
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Prayer is continual abandonment to God.

NEE S 33 nEH<) A7l Heferth

Prayer is the desire to possess God Himself, the Source of a li
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The true spirit of prayer does not consist in asking for bles
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'l%uf- in receiving Him who is the giver of all blessings,
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and in living a life of fellowship with Him.
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