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The offering of the Old Testament is mentioned a lot in Leviticus. In the
offering of the Old Testament the one who offers a sacrifice slaughtered
the sacrifice in person and received its blood. Therefore, the death of a sac-
rifice could be identified more vividly with the death of the offering per-
son. To burn the fat of a sacrifice is another characteristic offerings of the
Old Testament have. To offer the aroma pleasing to God the offensive
smelling skin was not burnt. The offering of the Old Testament is far from
the worship we offer today, and because we do not offer sacrifices anymore
today. The meaning of offering sacrifices contained in Leviticus may not
come close to us. However, the message Leviticus and the offering of the
Old Testament give us today is clear. In order not to lose but to hold on to

this message I'd like to go into the word together with you.

Three peaks of Leviticus

Looking at Leviticus along with the flow of the context, there are three
peaks. The first peak is the explanation about five offering systems ('the burnt
offering), 'the grain offering, 'the fellowship offering, 'the sin offering, 'the guilt
offering’) in the Old Testament. "Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the peo-
ple and blessed them. And having sacrificed the sin offering, the burnt offer-
ing and the fellowship offering, he stepped down."(v.22). Five offerings in the
Old Testament can be condensed into three offerings(the sin offering, the
burnt offering, and the grain offering). The burnt offering contributing an an-
imal as a sacrifice and the grain offering contributing grains have the same
meaning so that they can be tied as one group. Except the grain offering, the
sin offering as an offering of atonement and the guilt offering compensating
for damage to another person's property for transgressions also can be seen as
one. That's why verse 22 records 'the sin offering, the burnt offering and the
fellowship offering. What is more important is the order of offering. The sin
offering for the repentance of sins should be offered first before the burnt of-
fering giving himself as an expression of devotion to God. This is also applied
to our lives of faith today. Before we please God, or ask God, we must be clean
first through praying for repentance. The rest of the offering contributed to
the Lord as an expression of thankfulness in the fellowship offering had to be
shared with neighbors within one day. The thankfulness of the fellowship of-
fering contained the heart of loving neighbors. The second peak, Day of
Atonement' reveals its meaning more clearly through the tabernacle. In the
tabernacle was the Holy of Holies, and outside of the Holy of Holies was the
Holy Place, and in the Courtyard of the Holy Place was the altar. Even the
priest offering a sacrifice to the Lord on the altar could not go into the Holy of
Holies. Only the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies once a year to
clean up the imperfect offerings in the tent of meeting. The highlight of Le-
viticus is 'Day of Atonement. However, the meaning of 'Day of Atonement'
was completely accomplished through Jesus' death on the cross. I bless in the
name of the Lord you will always stay in Jesus. The third peak of Leviticus is
the command of holiness(chapter19). I hope you always keep in mind the
word, "Be holy, because I am holy" Because this is the saying Don't be holy
only in the temple, don't be holy only within yourself, but be holy in your life
in the neighborhood and in the world, it is a challenge persuading us to live
the life of practicing holiness in the neighborhood and in the world rather
than dwelling just in the law.

Lessons of Leviticus to keep in mind.

The offering system of Leviticus has been abolished today. However, the
spirit of offering flowing through Leviticus is still operating as important
principles in our worship and faith. First, the lesson of 'holiness' among prin-
ciples of offering of Leviticus is what we must surely learn. Holiness is the
most important principle in Leviticus. Since they offered sacrifice to go to the
Holy God, how greatly those who offered sacrifice to God longed for the holi-

Sermon in English Translation

The Way to God Opens
'Slightly’

(Leviticus 9:22-24)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

ness was unable to be imagined. The world can feel somewhat burdensome,
but the holiness that the Bible says makes a person dignified. In addition, the
Bible says when a person becomes holy, joy appears in him. It's because our
holiness is to put on God's holiness. When we put on the dignity of holiness,
'sincerity' appears in our lives. I hope all of you and me become holy people
of God and believers who reveal dignity in holiness. The second principle of
offering that we should learn is 'God is pleased with receiving. When God is
pleased with a sacrifice, He is also pleased with the person offering a sacrifice.
Therefore, we also should be transformed into the feature pleasing to God.
The life endeavoring to make our life, faith and worship pleasing to God is
Biblical life. I hope you lead a life pleasing to God in the Heavenly blessings,
that is, the compensation of God who is pleasing to receive and fill us with

pleasure.

"Moses and Aaron then went into the tent of meeting. When they came out,
they blessed the people; and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the peo-
ple(v.23). It was the tent of meeting that Moses and Aaron could not enter in
the last part of Exodus but they could enter at last in Leviticus. Moses and
Aaron came out of the tent of meeting and blessed the people. "Fire came out
from the presence of the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the fat
portions on the altar. And when all the people saw it, they shouted for joy and
fell facedown."(v.24). Then fire came out, burning the altar, and the offering
began. This is "the event that the way to God opened 'slightly" like the title of
the sermon. This means that God is in the tabernacle and shows through the
flaming fire that the altar is operating. By the way, Jesus died on the cross, res-
urrecting, sitting on the heavenly throne and sending us the Holy Spirit like
fire so that the way to God has 'widely' opened to believers dwelling within Je-
sus. Therefore, we should live concentrating on the works pleasing to God.

This can be said the privilege and blessing for believers.

The features God is pleased with

The New Testament records features that God is really pleased with.
"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will"'(Rom 12;1-2).
In order for our lives to be pleasing to God, our hearts should be transformed.
We should strive our best to live discerning what God is pleased with. "So we
make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away
from it."(2Cor 5:9). I hope the wish for the best that Paul explains will come
out within us. "T have received full payment and have more than enough. I am
amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you
sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to
God.'(Phil 4:18). Paul was pleased with the offering from the church in Philip-
pi. It was not only because the offering was a greatly necessary substance but
also because the hearts of the people who contributed the offering were deep.
Above all, it was because he knew God had received it. I hope we experience
these things in specific actions in our lives. "because anyone who serves Christ
in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval.'(Rom 14:18). God
never misses what he has been pleased with. What God has been pleased with
is never changed. What God has been pleased with is never taken away. I bless
in the name of the Lord that you and I will be pleasing to God, and our lives
will be able to offer to God what He is pleased with.
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