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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

NEW CHALLENGE

" Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of
Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, + ““This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your
way prosperous, and then you will have success. **“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not
tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:1~9)

hen the primitive church began, the Holy Spirit started working directly

through believers to turn this world upside down with the gospel.
During this process the church itself experienced many ups and downs. Right
now, it is enduring an unprecedented low caused by human fame, politics,
and success. These worldly elements have inundated the church, weakening
and destroying the Christian faith, so that our current environment is very
similar to Joshua's situation. Remember how God used Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam to bring the Israelites out from under Egyptian slavery through various
plagues, the Passover, and the crossing of the Red Sea? Remember how He
provided manna, water, and everything for His people during their wilderness
journey? Remember how terrible the Israelites’ faith was? Indeed, everyone
died, except for Joshua and Caleb. Moses’ death brought the greatest
discouragement. He was a great leader whom God directly gave His law. God
used him as His spokesperson to the Israelites. In the midst of despair, God
gave Joshua a new challenge. Taday is Reformation Sunday, and God's grace
gives us a new challenge. Are you ready?

Joshua had a commission. God said to him, “Moses My servant is dead;
now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land
which | am giving to them, to the sens of Israel. Every place on which the
sole of your foot treads, | have given it to you, just as | spoke to Moses. From
the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the
setting of the sun will be your territory. “(vv. 2~4) Joshua's feet were going to
walk on the same land that he had spied out some forty years prior. Of the
twelve spies sent out by Moses, ten came back discouraged because of
what they saw. Joshua and Caleb, after forty days of observation, were the
only ones who came back with a good report. They told the sons of Israel,
“The land which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. If
the Lord is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to
us—a land which flows with milk and honey.”{Num. 14:7~8) Unfortunately,
the majority report prevailed and the sons of Israel wanted to stone Joshua
and Caleb.(Num. 14:10) The doubters had a temporary win, but now Joshua
is given the commission to arise and cross the Jordan. He will lead God's
people to enter and conquer the Promised Land.

Joshua had conflict. Canaan, the Promised Land, was occupied. The
majority report had said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for
they are too strong for us - The land through which we have gone, in spying
it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw
in it are men of great size. There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak
are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight,
and so we were in their sight.”(Num. 13:31~33) After forty years, the giant's
population grew and their strength increased, whereas the physical
development of the sons of Israel decreased. The Israelites spent the last
forty years traveling in the desert trying to survive; they did not have the time
or effort to build up or advance scientifically or technologically. Joshua's
power was not in weapons, but in God’s word. The battles and struggles that
lay ahead for him were many.

Joshua had courage. God said to him, “Be strong and courageous, for you
shall give this people possession of the land which | swore to their fathers to
give them. Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to
all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to
the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. This

book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it
day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written
in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have
success. Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not
tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you
go."(vv. 6~9) Joshua had many reasons to be scared. He was beginning a
new endeavor with staggering responsibility, his heroic mentor had died, and
he was now a senior citizen. His courage came from his faith, which
equipped him to win over the conflicts.

My dear friend, wake-up and hear God's word today. You have a great
commissien given to you by Jesus Christ, “Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, |
am with you always, even to the end of the age.”(Mt. 28:19~20) Only in His
power can the commission be performed. Only through faith can His power
be present.

My dear friend, wake-up and see reality. The Christian life is filled with
major conflicts. 1 John 2:15~17 says, “Do not love the world nor the things
in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and
the beastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The
world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of
God lives forever.” You will face conflict with the world, and with the flesh,
“Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity,
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things
like these, of which | forewarn you, just as | have forewarned you, that those
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God."(Gal. 5:19~21)
Ephesians 6:12 says, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
What should you do? “With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the
Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition
for all the saints.” (Eph. 6:18) Has the conflict been difficult for you? Are you
in the wilderness of defeat or in the land of victory? Is your life a constant
power struggle over darkness with constant defeat, or is it victorious in the
ways and powers of Jesus Christ?

My dear friend, wake-up and experience the courage that faith offers.
Jesus died for you. God's promises are there for the taking. The purpose of
faith is for the power of God and the presence of the Holy Spirit to be within
you. Jesus' invitation is wide open, “Come to Me, all who are weary and
heavy-laden, and | will give you rest.”(Mt. 11:28) Jesus Christ has good
things ahead for you. Salvation is only the beginning! Great victories are
yours for the taking, so please take them. March forward in faith, for no
enemy can stand against you, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the
world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Whao is
the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son
of God?"(1 Jn. 5:4~5) Jesus will lead you all the way to heaven. Please do
not look to the church or other Christians, you might get discouraged, but if
you look to Jesus Christ there is great hope. My lovely friend, please go
forward in your faith and you will overcome the conflicts. Practice your faith
and courage will abound. Heaven awaits the faithful. Amen. i
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