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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

UNDER GOD'S POWER

% Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “ to obtain an
inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, ® who

are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
(1 Peter 1:3~5)

nder God's power believers receive all the great blessings

mentioned in today's bible verses. When you cling to Jesus
Christ in faith, you are born again to a living hope. All humans are
born with dead hope. No one has any chance to reach heaven under
their power. People go about life with hopes and dreams, and
through their own hard work, effort, and disciplines achieve certain
outcomes. None, not one, of these outcomes leads to salvation.
Some people actually think that if they are just a good person and
go to church, pray regularly, help other people, or give money to the
need that this will help them get into heaven. Not true! One of the
great assurances of the Christian faith is the knowledge that we do
not have to depend on our strength alone. Every Christian confesses
this truth; but few really believe it. Too many of today’s believers still
think that their salvation has something to do with their own efforts.
You cannot depend on your own strength to walk the narrow path
that leads to eternal life. If you really believe this and truly confess
that you cannot do it on you own, you will have great assurance.
You need the great power of God to guard, protect, and shield you
in His life.

Why do you need to live under God's power? The biggest reason
is sin. Sin is a powerful enemy. Everybody thinks that they can
overcome sin by self discipling, but look at our past record. Adam
ate the forbidden fruit, Cain killed his brother, Abraham lied about
his wife, Jacob cheated his brother, David committed adultery, the
Israelites continually worshipped idols, Judas betrayed Jesus. Peter
denied Jesus three times, and Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy
Spirit. Clearly, sin is a big problem. The Bible tells us, “So then as
through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men,
even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification
of life to all men."(Rom. 5:18) Beginning with Adam, all humans, not
some, are affected by sin. It leads every human being to death. Like
leprosy, it spreads and infects the whole body. Real Christians need
to confess that they cannot rely on themselves. There is no hope on
your own because sin is too great an enemy. Sin condemns all
people, it is a wide road that leads straight down to destruction, but
there is a living hope. Through your faith in Jesus Christ you are
born again to a living hope.

Why do you need to live under God's power? He promises and
provides help. Humans need God's assistance. Ephesians 6:11 says,
"Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm
against the schemes of the devil.” The devil is conspiring against
you right now. Your own defensive weapons cannot defeat him or
sin. God created something special for you to wear, and you need to
use it. It is your responsibility to put it on. Do you know all that you
are up against? Ephesians 6:12 says, “For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against
the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of

wickedness in the heavenly places.” Under the power of God you
are protected. You get under the power of God through your faith.
You have to live under the power of God. No Christian can live on
this earth through their own strength because they cannot handle
the power of sin. Sin overpowers humans; but God controls sin. He
gave His Sen for just this purpose. Jesus has the authority on earth
to forgive sins.(Mk. 2:10) He is the only One who can control sin. If
you go to Him, your sin problem is solved. Not only that, but in
going to Jesus you become a child of God, “But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God,
even to those who believe in His name."(Jn. 1:12) Paul confessed,
“but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God."(1 Cor. 1:24) Jesus is the
power of God and the wisdom of God. If you go to Him, you have
everything you need. You cannot fail because His power is too
wonderful, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,
and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with
great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now
and forever. Amen." (Jude 24-~25) Jesus continually intercedes on
your behalf.(Jn. 17:11) He is the only One who can bring you to
heaven, “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely;
and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete,
without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He
who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass”(1 Thes. 5:23~24)

Why do you need to live under God's power? Truthfully, it is the
only way to victory. If you rely on yourself, you will end up in hell. If
you rely on God's power, you will end up in heaven. You rely on His
power through faith, “Far whatever is born of God overcomes the
world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our
faith. Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”(1 Jn. 5:4~5) The way of
victory is to believe in Jesus Christ by faith. 1 Corinthians 15:57
says, “but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” Jesus is the answer. You should not ignore this
truth, So many of today's churches ignere Jesus and glorify other
things or other people. It is shameful. It is wrong. It is dangerous.
Like Paul, you need to have this attitude in yourself, “I have been
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in
me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”(Gal. 2:20) Is
this your testimony?

My dear friend, do you realize how great and amazing it is living
under the power of God? The world is & sinful and dangerous place.
To be protected by the power of God is a tremendous benefit of the
Christian faith. Please deny yourself, take your cross, and follow
Jesus. | tell you now, it is the only way to victory. b
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