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THE LORD’S
SUPPER

(1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

“For I received from the Lord that which
I also delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was
betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and said,
“This is My body, which is for you; do this in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way He took the cup also after supper,
saying, “ This cup is the new covenant in My blood, do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,

you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.”

In this description of the Lord's Supper, Paul mentions to the
Corinthians that he received this knowledge "from the Lord."
Actually, when Jesus ministered on earth. Paul was against
Christianity and didn't even know Jesus. So, when he says, "For
I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you,"
he's talking about his personal relations with Jesus after His
resurrection. He didn't hear the message of the Lord's Supper
from other disciples and Christians, he obtained it directly
from Jesus Christ. Jesus gave him one of God's most important
secrets.

Paul had a special relationship with Jesus Christ. Our Lord
communicated with him in extraordinary ways. In Acts 18:9, we
read, "And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision. Do not
be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent.”
In Acts 22:18, we read, "and I saw Him saying to me, 'Make
haste, and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not
accept your testimony about Me." Jesus and Paul had personal
talks through uncommon means. Have you ever had such
conversations with our Lord? Most Christians haven't, but Paul
certainly did in many instances. Look at Acts 23:11, "But on the
night immediately following, the Lord stood at his side and said.
‘Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause
at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also.” Look also at
Galatians 1:12, "For I neither received it from man, nor was I
taught it, but T received it through a revelation of Jesus
Christ." Paul was a man who directly and personally

communicated with Jesus Christ!

In today's Bible passage, Paul reiterates the message he
received from Jesus concerning the Lord's Supper, “that the
Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread.”
Before Judas kissed Him and identified Him that night fo the
Roman authorities, He took the bread. In other words, He fook
the bread and cup before the cross. He explained to Paul that
the bread is an expression of His body, “this is My body." He
also explained that the cup is an expression of the new covenant
in His blood, “this cup is the new covenant in My bloed." He
didn't say this cup is My blood. Jesus specifically stated “this
cup is the new covenant in My blood.”

Jesus not only explained the meaning of the bread and cup,
but He also told Paul that the Lord's Supper is for us, not Him.
His death "is for you." Jesus died so that believers could be
found rightcous and receive spiritual salvation, “and He Himself
bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to
sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were
healed"(1 Pet. 2:24). Jesus was cursed for our benefit, not His,
"Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become
a course for us” (Gal. 3:13). The Lord's Supper changes us. Itis
an expression of Jesus' sacrificial love.

Further, Jesus told Paul that the Lord's Supper is to be
taken in remembrance of Him. He said, "do this, in
remembrance of Me." When we partake of the Lord's Supper,
the most important thing is for us fo remember His death. In
other words, this is not the time to ponder about our
fellowship, blessings, or church activities. We need to think of
the personal significance Jesus' death has in our hearts. He is
our Mediator, and he simply asks us to remember that He died
to save us. Therefore, we need to concentrate upon the
meaning of His death.

That God made His new covenant through the body and blood
of Jesus Christ is the foundation of the new covenant. That's
why Jesus Himself was able to celebrate. He wants it to be a
continual blessing celebration. He purposefully repeated the
phrase, “in remembrance of Me," because it is the one and only
objective to the new covenant. As such, our eyes, thoughts, and
life need to focus on Jesus Christ.

During your time of prayer and reflection before the Lord's
Supper, please focus on what Jesus' death means to you. For
when you understand the message of the Lord's Supper, then
you are able to "proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.”
Jesus' death resurrection, and second coming are our blessed
hope. For from His death comes salvation. Indeed, His death
involves our past, present, and future eternal blessings. “Much
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be
saved from the wrath of God through Him" (Rom 5:9) Amen. Do
you believe it? We are "looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ
Jesus" (Tit. 2:13). Let's now join in His Supper. i
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