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| Sermon for Next Sunday ]

THE HUNGER OF THE SOUL

“0 Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. "Let the wicked forsake his way,
And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him;
And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. ®” For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your
ways My ways,” declares the LORD."”For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher
than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.”

(Isaiah 55:6-9)

Il humans need fellowship. Fellowship comes from our physical and

spiritual relationships. Good relationships produce good fellowship,
which bring us comfort, happiness, and peace. Bad relationships
generate bad fellowship, which brings us discomfort, sadness, and
chaos. As important as it is to experience beautiful physical
relationships, it is even more important that our souls have a beautiful
spiritual relationship. If our souls do not have a proper relationship and
fellowship with God, then stress, disappointment, anger, and all sorts of
terrible conditions come about. As a believer, | want to ask you right
now, what kind of relationship and fellowship is there between you and
God? Today's Bible verses explain how the human soul can grow and
develop a right relationship and fellowship with God. Like it or not, life
carries us physically and spiritually onward. Whether we practice or do
not practice the Christian faith, we still move toward a final destination.

Where do you look for satisfaction? The Bible says, “Seek the Lord
while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near”(v. 8). If you do
not look for satisfaction in the Lord, then you end up building a
relationship with the devil. The best happiness and contentment come
through calling on God. He will teach you how to approach heaven. He
will give you guidance, direction, and blessings upon blessings. Isaiah
55:1&2 says, “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you
who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without cost. Why do you spend mioney for what is
not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to
Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance.” Here God
talks about wine, milk, and bread, indicating that the human soul needs
sustenance in order to grow and develop. When a believer's soul comes
out from Egypt and Babylon, it needs God's nutrition in order to be
satisfied.

So many people seek satisfaction in material wealth and earthly
power. The Bible says that your life needs the things of God, not the
world. If you have no relationship with God, you can never be satisfied,
no matter where you look. Every generation tries to find new things in
reality to satisfy them. You continually look around for earthly pleasures,
only to be disappointed in your findings. Why do you not look around in
the bible? Why is it that you always want to get something earthly in
order to be satisfied? | think you never look in the Bible because you do
not believe in what God says, and you do not believe that what He says
will satisfy you. | see believers striving to obtain whatever earthly junk
their neighbors possess. This way is far, far from God. If you say you are
going to heaven, but believe in earthly health and wealth; if you practice
this kind of faith, then you worship idols, not God. That is why your soul
hungers, starves, and cannot grow. Listen my friend, do you want your
soul to grow and develop or wither and die? If you seek answers from
earthly things, from the things not in the Bible, then you will experience
conflict and confusion. Your boss will become the devil because you will
be deceived. If you look for satisfaction from the world, you lose the
word of life. You will not be able to understand what God says because
you will view the Bible as just an ordinary book full of paper and ink. You

will lose the real meaning of life because you look to the world to satisty
the things only God can satisfy. Jeremiah 2:13 says, “For My people
have committed two evils; they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living
waters, to hew for themselves cisterns that can hold no water.” If you
turn your back on God and look to the world for money, knowledge,
time, and all the stupid things that never give you satisfaction, you will
be greatly dissatisfied. You will complain and experience many unhappy
things.

You need to either discover or recover your relationship with God.
Isaiah 56:3 says, “Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may
live; and | will make an everlasting covenant with you, according to the
faithful mercies shown to David.” God will give you the exact answer to
satisfy you, if you listen to His Word. He will give you everlasting life.
This relationship is the most important relationship. “Let the wicked
forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him
return to the Lord and He will have compassion on him, and to our God,
for He will abundantly pardon”(v. 7). How important is this Bible verse to
you? You can meet Jesus anytime you want. He is available 24/7! He is
standing and knocking at the door to your heart this very moment. He
died for you, prayed for you, and prepared an eternal home just for you.
Do you want a relationship with Him, or would you prefer a relationship
with some billionaire, president, or actor?

My dear friend, seek God's way. You cannot discover or recover a
relationship with God unless you go God's way. What is God's way?
Isaiah 55:8&9 says, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways My ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts
than your thoughts.” If you think you are a special case, think again. You
are standing in the way of death. Please remove yourself from there by
going the way of life. Accept the gospell Romans 1:17 says, “For in it
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written,
‘But the righteous man shall live by faith.”” Jesus is the way, truth, and
life; no one comes to the Father but through Him (see Jn. 14:6). He is
the Creator. He is love and grace, He took the cross, so that you could
come to Him and be a holy person. You can repent, confess, and give up
your life to Him, and He will be faithful. In reality, you have nothing, you
think you have everything, but God knows you have nothing. You do not
need money to receive eternal life. It is a gift from God. already paid for
by the blood of Jesus. No one can buy it because it is God's grace. It is
priceless, yet free to all who come. If you come to Him, your soul will
grow and develop a right relationship and fellowship with God. You will
become God's child, His heir.

Do you want to go your way or God's way? | hope stupidity does not
cloud your decision, thinking your way is okay. It is not! Please, listen to
God's word. As this is third Sunday of Lent, think about Jesus' suffering.
His cross takes care of everything for you. Are you going to listen to
Him, or are you going to listen to yourself or the world? Come to Jesus
and make your relationship and fellowship with God. Fill your soul with
the things of God, and it will hunger no more.
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