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Sermon for next week

at shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?

This is the question Pontius Pilate posed to

the large crowd that had gathered around him. The

crowds response was, “Crucify Him!” Under first

century Roman authority, Pilate had tremendous

power. As governor of Judea, he had the capacity to

release or kill prisoners. It was his habit to release one

person from prison during the Passover feast—a

politically suave endeavor of charity, During this
celebration, he had two prominent
prisoners, a notorious prisoner called
Barabbas and an innocent prisoner named
Jesus. The crowd, influenced by the chief
priests and ¢lders, wanted Barabbas
released and Jesus crucified. The whole

scenario appears as if Christ stood in
Judgment before Pilate, when in reality

Pilate stood in judgment before Christ.

Pilate found himself in the my
strange predicament. The attitude of Jesus
toward his accusers amazed him, his
wife's warning to have nothing to do with
Jesus alarmed him, and the hostility of the
crowd against Jesus bewildered him. In
his viewpoint, the crowd knew Jesus. Just
weeks ago they had heralded Him into
Jerusalem singing, “Hosanna, Hosanna,
the Son of David™ It was this crowd who
had followed Jesus for three years and
experienced or heard of his feeding and
healing ministry. All the people that stood
before Pilate guaranteed him that Jesus®
blood would be upon them and their
children, not him (see v. 25). Isn’t that
startling?

Actually, Pilate’s question is quite
serious. Even as a Gentile, his eyes could
see that Jesus was not a sinner. His wife knew that
Jesus was righteous (see v. 19). Basic human
consciousness revealed His innocence! Matthew
purposefully wrote about this situation, and especially
about the series of unhappy affairs that led to it. In
chapter 26, we find an abundance of sorrow: Judas
Iscariot’s betrayal and hanging, Peter's denial, Christ
suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane, the chief
priests and whole Council's cruel acts, etc. All these
sad things happened. The conflict, cruelty, and
contrite circumstances of human life made Pontius
Pilate’s question very important, not only to himself
but to the crowd. It’s a question that affects everyone
today.

What should you do with Jesus? This is the
question that now faces every human upon the face of

st of a

Pilate’s question

(Matthew 27:22)

They all answered, Crucify him!”

the earth. Is your reply to crucify Him? This question
tore Pilate apart. He was desperate. He didn’t want to
sentence Christ to death. It became more apparent to
him, as the time neared for his decision, to deny the
fickle multitude. But he didn’t, he succumbed to sin
The prophet of Galilee healed sick people, brought
miracles to dead people, cleansed lepers, and
preached the Kingdom of God. He was famous.
When He traveled He was so popular that the people
welcomed Him into Jerusalem with “Hosanna™. For

Don’t look around
Jor an answer. All the people

at the Passover feast applauded/,

“Crucify Him”. Look only to Jesus.

If you look at the surrounding

environment you won’t inake the right decision!
If you just go along with the crowd,

you’ll be led astray. Confess the truth,

confess Jesus, and He will set you free,

as only He can, from the prison of sin and the

penalty of death. His victory at the cross is your

victory. You have God’s Word on it!

Jesus, no one stepped forward to help. Only human
betrayal stood between Him and the cross that
awaited Him. It's right here, in the story, that Pilate
asks the people, “What should I do with Jesus, He's
not guilty?” He already knew the answer. The earthly
Jjudgment that came from his lips was apostasy.
Considering the magnitude of Pilate’s question in
our own lives, let’s look more closely at it: What shall
“I"" do with Jesus? “I" signifies a personal dimension,
On occasion proud judges avoid “I", but here Pilate
wasn't being humble by using “I7. Quite the contrary,
he tried to evade his responsibility. The final decision
laid in his hands. He could not escape that fact. His
method of letting the crowd make his decision was a
very poor choice. Although some countries use juries
to decide the fate of prisoners, this situation was
different. Pilate knew Jesus was innocent. He had the

“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ? Pilate asked.

power to do the right thing, but chese not to. His
decision to crucify Jesus is the same for those who
deny Christ today.

Pilate’s question is a question that demands action,
What shall T “do” with Jesus? Trying to escape a
decision, he washed his hands in front of the crowd.
This was a symbol of absolution of an innocent man
from implication in a wrongful death. So silly and so
sad. His policy of neutrality was ridiculous. Claiming
innocence by washing his hands of the matter was
pure nonsense. This was a question he
had to act and decide on, not blame
someone else. We are faced with the same
option, to receive or reject, to obey or
disobey, Christ. You can decide to openly
confess Him or deny Him. You can make
Him Lord of your life or slight Him.
What are you going to do? The Apostles’
Creed states, “l believe.in Jesus
Christ.who.suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried”.
Christian’s confess that this actually
happened. So, what kind of actions are
you going to take?

Lastly, Pilate’s question addressed
Jesus: What shall I do with “Jesus™? This
question qualifies a response that is of the
utmost importance. It's not a question
about any person but a question about the

most important person that ever existed.
All of Pilate’s other decisions were
dwarfed by this one! Every single
decision he ever made in his life up to this
one was temporary. This decision was
eternal. [t's a question that the whole
human race must answer. Questions like,
what should I do about church, what
should 1 do with my house, what should I
do about my pride, and what should I do
with son/daughter, are transitory. This
question is about Christ the Creator, Savior, and
Judge. Just as Pilate had to choose between Christ
and Barabbas, so do you, It's the most important
decision Pilate made and you'll ever make.

‘What will you do then with Jesus? It’s a personal
question! [It's a question that requires action! It's a
question about Jesus! The call to a decision and
commitment faces you now, Don't look around for an
answer. All the people at the Passover feast
applauded, “Crucify Him". Look only to Jesus. If
you look at the surrounding environment you won't
make the right decision! If you just go along with the
crowd, you'll be led astray. Confess the truth, confess
Jesus, and He will set you free, as only He can, from
the prison of sin and the penalty of death. His victory
at the cross is your victory. You have God’s Word on
it
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