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| Sermon for Next Week |

NEW THINGS

-+« ®And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.’

’

And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.”
(Revelation 21:1~5)

Tnday’s Bible verses are a wonderful revelation from God
concerning the new world. In this world, all believers experience
suffering, but in the new world, not one believer will suffer death,
mourning, crying, or pain. “He who sits on the throne,” not an earthly
boss, president, or king, but the heavenly Creator God said, "Behold, |
am making all things new.” God did not suggest most things, or even
the weakest points. He specifically asked John to write “all things
new"” because that is what is faithful and true. Do you believe His
word? Everyone, | think, loves new things. New toys, new clothes,
brand new computers, new televisions, modern cars, luxurious new
homes, and new airplanes excite us. God provides us with new things
that are even more exciting, not even comparable, than these things.
Do His new makings excite you?

God is making new creatures, “Therefore if anyane is in Christ, he is
a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have
come” (2 Cor. 5:17). Humans are born in the image of Ged, but after
our ancestor's sin, they have to return to dust. The consequence of
sin is death, but God has made a new human creature that we call a
Christian. Christians are born again under His grace. Paul explains, |
have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for
me”(Gal. 2:20). Through the blood of Jesus Christ, those who believe
in Him receive new life. The Christian is risen with Christ, “Therefore if
you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God”(Col. 3:1). Because of
the Son of God, believers are going to be sitting with Him by the right
hand of God. That is an amazing new thing! Indeed, the entire New
Testament reveals how the love of God, Christ Jesus, makes all things
new.

Christians have a new and living way to God, "Therefore, brethren,
since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through
the veil, that is, His flesh” (Heb, 10:19~20). Believers have a new way
to walk. Sure, we struggle and juggle with the difficulties of daily
living, but we have direct access to Almighty God through Christ. He
opens the door, so that we can walk a new way and live a new life.
Jesus said, "l am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father but through Me"(Jn. 14:6). The old way was the way of sin,
the law, and death. It was based on our own effort. The new way, the
new life, is based on the grace of God. The Bible clearly says, “He
who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God
does not have the life"(1 Jn. 5:12). Most people still want to go the
old, wide, and earthly blessing way because it is comfortable. Few
people go the new, eternal, and holy way because it is uncomfortable.

Our new and living way comes with a new commandment. "A new
commandment | give to you, that you love one another, even as | have
loved you, that you also love one another” (Jn. 13:34). If we love one
another, then others will know that we are Jesus' disciples. What is

the love of Jesus Christ? It is the gospel. We are to love our neighbors
physically and financially, but most important is to love them spiritually
by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. Real love is about the
gospel because it is eternal. The gospel of Jesus Christ makes new
things happen, unlike medicine and money. If you give others the
Gospel of Christ, then they come out from the power of darkness to
the power of new things. Jesus loved the sinner, “In this is love, not
that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins” (1.Jn. 4:10). If you know Christ, then you can
really "love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Mt.
5:44). If you really understand the gospel of Christ, loving and praying
for your enemies is no problem because you are able to love their
souls.

God not only gave us the new name of Jesus Christ, but will one day
give us individual new names, “He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him | will
give some of the hidden manna, and | will give him a white stone, and
a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who
receives it" (Rev. 2:17). God gave Abraham, Jacob, Paul, and Peter
new names, and when we go to heaven we'll find a new name. We
will also hear a new song about redemption that praises the Lamb of
God (see Rev. 5:9~10). In all this, we cannot be proud of ourselves, we
cannot respect earthly things, only Jesus. So many angels and saints
of old will join in praise and worship as we sing our new song.

God is making all things new, including the heavens and earth, “Then
| saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And | saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from Ged, made
ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice
from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men,
and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God
Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from
their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no lenger
be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed
away."" God will live with us in a completely new earth, "And the city
has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb"” (v. 23). Believers will
“see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. And there will
no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a
lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them;
and they will reign forever and ever”(Rev. 22:4&5). God's new things
are great!

My dear friend, do you believe in all the new things Ged is making?
Is the Lamb of God your hope? Do not give up or drop out, just hold
tight to your faith. Deny yourself, take your cross, and follow the Lamb
of God. God will make a completely new life for you, and you will
receive His blessings. Starting this 2004, become a real believer and
live for the new things. Amen. 4
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