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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

Place for the Word

Y Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, [then] you are truly
disciples of Mine; “?and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” “*'They answered Him, “We are
Abraham’s offspring, and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, ‘You shall become free’?”
4 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.” “And the slave does
not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. “*"[f therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be
free indeed.” "1 know that you are Abraham’s offspring; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in
you. (John 8:31-37)

hen the Word came to this earth, most people did not make a place in

their mind to hold and treasure Him. Although the human mind is quite
expansive, the majority of people today, as in the past, don’t make room for
Jesus Christ. They choose to fill their lives with worldly values and beautiful
earthly things. As you may well know, what is important to somecne directly
affects their actions. What you believe absolutely influences how you think
and behave. Jesus told some Jews who believed in Him. “If you abide in My
word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free” (vv. 31&32). Immediately, these Jews showed
that they did not abide in God’s Word when they told Jesus, “We are
Abraham’s descendants and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is
it that You say, "You will become free'"(v. 33). The expression of their inside
thoughts proved that they do not know the truth!

Do you have a special place inside your mind for the Word of God? If you
do, then your thoughts, feelings, and actions will reveal it. Many of today's
Christians claim to believe in Jesus, and some even read the Bible, but when
push comes to shove, they don't act like disciples of Jesus. They forget God's
Word because they don‘t have a place inside of their minds for it. Their desire
for other things takes precedence, and leaves little to no room for God's word.
When David talked about his special place, he prayed for God to cleanse it:
"Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being, and in the hidden part You
will make me know wisdom. Purify me with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow” (Ps. 51:6-7). His sincere desire for
God's word is revealed in his biblical writings.

What are your actions like during trials and tribulations? Do you obey the
Word of God or do you do whatever you want? Paul instructed, “Let the word
of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God”(Col. 3:16). As a Christian, how is it
possible for you to read your Bible and then carry on like a child of the devil?
Is not just one single word really impertant to you? Jeremiah prayed, "Your
words were found and | ate them, and Your words became for me a joy and
the delight of my heart; for | have been called by Your name, O Lord God of
hosts”(Jer. 15:16). God's Word may taste bitter on the outside, at times, but
on the inside it is the very best medicine.

Dees the word of God have an honorable place inside your mind?
Whenever the preacher preaches the word of God, are you respectfully
listening? Are you really paying attention, to the point where your faith is
growing? Is your heart voluntarily obeying because you place the word of God
above all others? Jesus told the Jews who believed Him, “He who is of God
hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you
are not of God (Jn. 8:47). In Luke 6:46, He also said, “Why do you call Me,
‘Lord, Lord," and do not do what | say?” Matthew 7:24 reminds us,
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may
be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.” Wherever
Jesus |eads, do you follow? If He is headed to Calvary Mountain, will you stil
walk behind Him?

God is eternal. Samuel called Him, “the Glory of Israel,” and said, “the
Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He
should change His mind”(1 Sam. 15:29). | hope you believe that God is the
glory of believers. The world respects beautiful looking movie stars, famous
athletes, and wealthy people. Popularity and personal experience seem to
guide worldly minds. Jesus said, “Behold, | have told you in advance”(Mt.
24:26). He warns us about being misled! Do you respect the Word of God?
Psalm 119:105 reads, "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my

path.” Psalm 119:72 says, “The law of Your mouth is better to me than
thousands of gold and silver pieces.” David also reflects on the words of God
by saying, "They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by
them Your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward”(Ps.
19:10&11). Does the word of God have an honorable place in your mind?

The believing Jews in today's Bible verses had no place for God's word.
Jesus told them; “| know that you are Abraham’s descendants; yet you seek
to kill Me, because My words have no place in you"{v. 37). They wanted to kill
Jesus because their minds were void of God's word, They didn't keep God's
word in an honorable place. Instead, their pride in tradition, bloodlines, and
other earthly things were more important, thus distorting their ideas of truth,
Whereas they thought they were God's children, praying and reading the
Bible everyday, in truth they were children of the devil. Inside they had no
place for the word of God. Sadly, too many of today’s preachers, theologians,
and church members teach and preach from the Bible, but have no place
within them for God's word.

God's word must be inside you, in an honorable place, or it will have no
place in your life. How can you say you are a child of God or how can you say |
believe in Jesus when you don't do what He says? Too many people who call
themselves Christians are fooling themselves, playing deadly games, because
they do not honor God's word. They do not make room inside for Jesus, but
instead fill their mind with the wonders and beauty of this world, which
passes away. Isaiah 55:8 reads, "For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways, declares the Lord.” Do you think your
thoughts are better than God's? If no, then why do you act like they are? Why
do you always do things your way? Why do you constantly do what you
want? Why does your earthly experience dictate your direction? James says,
"“But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude
themselves” (Jam. 1:22). Are you a hypocrite?

My dear friend, “the word of God is living and active and sharper than any
two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid
bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do"(Heb. 4:12-13). The word
of God created this earth. “Is not My word like fire?” declares the Lord, “and
like a hammer which shatters a rock” (Jer. 23:29)? God’s Word is very
powerful. Please be humble and listen to His word.

Jesus told the Jews who had believed Him, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. The slave does not remain in
the house forever; the son does remain forever. So if the Son makes you free,
you will be free indeed”(vwv. 34-36). If God’s word abides in you, you will be
free. If His word is in an honorable place inside you, you will listen o it, and
not do what you want. If His werd is loved, then you will share it with others,
spreading the good news of Jesus Christ.

My dear friend, Jesus Christ is the Word. He is God made in the flesh. He
came to this earth to bring salvation. His death paid the cost for your sins,
thus allowing you the opportunity to have an eternal relationship with Him. He
is in heaven now, preparing your eternal home, and will soon come back to
finish His work. While He is away, He has left you with His word. Do you have
a special place inside yourself for the Word? If you do, you are the most
blessed person in the world. Please continue to listen to His Word and pray to
Him. Humbly ask, “Lord, let your Word control me. Let it make me a new
creature. Help me to deny myself and take my cross as you asked, and only
follow You by faith. Amen." &
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