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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THE SIGNS

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him,
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”
(Matthew 12:38)

he scribes and Pharisees came to Jesus seeking signs.

Not only them, but God's chosen people too. “The Jews
then answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show us as
your authority for doing these things.'"(Jn. 2:18) Even Jesus’
own disciples asked Him for a sign, “As He was sitting on the
Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying,
‘Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?"(Mt. 24:3)
Today's Christians also have trouble believing the Word of
God. They want something more even though God's Word
gives them what they need. The Bible gives many signs
concerning the Messiah that only Jesus Christ fulfilled. So that
everyone can know that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, our
Savior, | need only mention three.

God prophesized the virgin birth of the coming Christ,
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a
virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His
name Immanuel.”(ls. 7:14) This prophecy came true, as
explained by the angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, "And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
name Him Jesus - The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that
reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God."(Lk. 1:31,
35) Jesus was born to the Virgin Mary as a human child
without sin. This was a real sign, but people do not want to
really believe in Jesus. They still keep asking God for other
signs. What more do you need?

God prophesized the death and burial of Christ. Jesus told
the scribes and Pharisees, “An evil and adulterous generation
craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the
sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as Jonah was three days
and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the
Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth.”(Mt. 12:39~40) Jonah fled from God and was caught in
a violent storm upon the sea. He told the other sailors to
throw him overboard, so that they might live. He was willing
to sacrifice himself to save others. Christ gave His life for
others to have eternal life. Jonah was swallowed by a great

fish and spent three days and three nights in its stomach
before heing cast out. This scenario pictured Christ's death
and burial. The death of Christ for sinners was fulfilled as given
in Isaiah 53:5,10~11 "But He was pierced through for our
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniguities; the
chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His
scourging we are healed ------ But the Lord was pleased to
crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render Himself as
a guilt offering. He will see His offspring, He will prolong His
days, and the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His
hand. As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and
be satisfied; by His knowledge the Righteous One, My
Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities.”
This was ancther powerful sign! Do you really need more?

God prophesized the bodily resurrection of Christ. When
Jesus chased the money changers out of the Temple, He told
God's people, "Destroy this temple, and in three days | will
raise it up.”{Jn. 2:19) They knew that the Temple took forty-six
years to build and could not understand how Jesus could
rebuild it in three days, “But He was speaking of the temple of
His body. So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples
remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture
and the word which Jesus had spoken.”(Jn. 2:21~22) This
was a real sign.

The birth, death, and resurrection, these three signs, reveal
the Savior, Messiah. Jesus Christ’s fulfillment of them
guarantees our salvation. He is now preparing our eternal
home and will return soon to take us there, but that sign has
not yet been fulfilled. We already know that He came to us
through the Virgin Mary, was crucified on our behalf, and is our
Risen Savior. What more do you need as a sign? Why do so
many keep praying and asking God to show them miracles
when the greatest of miracles has already happened. Please
start focusing on Jesus Christ. It is so easy to get side tracked,
like the religious scholars, chosen people of Israel, and Christ's
disciples. All you need in this life is Jesus. He is real and He
will lead you to God's kingdom, where you can live with Him
eternally. Amen. |
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