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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THE TRAGEDY OF TURNING AWAY

@ For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but [wanting] to have their ears tickled, they will

accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; - 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished

the course, I have kept the faith; ¥ in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the

righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only fo me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
(2 Timothy 4:3-8)

eople who get off to a good start then drop out in the middle without

finishing are cowards. During battle times, they are of no help. They only
cause trouble and make the situation worse. The church faces spiritual battles
all the time. We must continually fight with faith, so that we can receive the
crown of righteousness at the end. Jesus said, “No one, after putting his hand
to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God”(Lk. 9:62). Jesus
already won the war, so all we have to do is fight the good fight, finish the
course, and keep the faith. He has even given us the secret way, "For
whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My
sake, he is the one who will save it"(Lk. 9:24). He reasons and explains, “For
what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits
himself? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will
be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father
and of the holy angels”(Lk. 9:25-26). The big secret is denying yourself, taking
your cross daily, and following Jesus. If you do this, God will give you eternal
life.

Unfortunately, the time is coming, if not here, when the majority of people
“will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they
will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,
and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths"(w.
384). Jesus warns us about this so that we ean avoid tragedy. There are
people here now who do not want a good education, but just their own
selfishness. They started with faith, but after awhile turned to their own ways
of thinking. They do things for their glory, not God's glory. They listen to their
own voices, not the Holy Spirit's voice. They follow the world, not Jesus. The
Bible tells us, "But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of
an evangelist, fulfill your ministry”(v. 5}. If you do not do this, God's judgment
will bring you eternal destruction.

Saul started greatly as the first king of Israel. He ended very poorly because
He did not follow God's orders. Time and time ‘again he followed his own
desires, and looked out for his own welfare. God said, “I regret that | have
made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has ot carried
out My commands”(1 Sam, 15:11). Many people fall into this trap. They have
a good start with sound doctrine, but end up using it for their own benefit.
They reject the word of the Lord in favor of something more appealing. Like
Saul, they know what God wants but they do not fully follow His commands.
They are deceived into thinking that a little change here or there is no big deal,
when it fact it is a very costly and many times deadly mistake.

Ruth had a choice to stay with her God fearing mother-in-law, Naomi, or
return to her people and their gods. She decided to stay with Naomi, “but
Ruth clung to her"(Ru 1:14). She told Naomi, “Do not urge me to leave you or
turn back from following you; for where you go, | will go, and where you
lodge, | will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my
God"(Ru 1:16). She found the true-God and realized who His chasen people
were, and committed herself to Him. Actually, from a human standpaint, she
made a very dumb decision. Her mother-in-law, destitute of husband and
sons, had no means of support. Her lifestyle would be very poor and difficult,
but she believed in God and just went. Her sister-in-law, Orpah, turned back to
her own family, and became an example of what not to do. Ruth endured
hardship and became a part of Christ’s lineage.

Gideon brought together 32,000 men to fight the Midianites, Amalekites,
and all the sons of the east who opposed Israel. When God saw Gideon's

army, He said, “Now therefore come; proclaim in the hearing of the people,
saying, 'Whoever is afraid and trembling, let him return and depart from
Mount Gilead.” So 22,000 people returned, but 10,000 remained”(Jdg. 7:3).
God tested the remaining 10,000 men, and found only 300 hundred warthy to
fight. Jesus wondered whether He would find any believers at His second
coming, "when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?”(Lk.
18:8). Many disciples deserted Jesus because He would not be a political
revolutionary, He would rot compromise with worldly power, "As a result of
this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him
anymore"(Jn. 8:66). These disciples wanted to follow other leaders. As a
Christian, you have to trust the word of God, hold on to your faith, and pray
“For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is
received with gratitude; for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and
prayer”(1 Tim. 4:4-5). God's way is narrow, and fewer and fewer people want
to follow it, but it is the only way to heaven.

People are looking for other things besides God's word to take them to
heaven, "Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of
Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both
the Father and the Son"(2 Jn. 9). Many people think they can follow Jesus
and other interesting things, even Satan. They think they can mix Christianity
with other religions and worldly ideas, and still receive God's grace. Demas
left Paul, “for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and
gone to Thessalonica” (2 Tim. 4:10). Lot's wife looked back and became a pillar
of salt (Gn. 18:26). The two angels of the Lord took her by the hand to safety
outside of Sodom, instructing her to run and not look back, but she still locked
back. She still loved this world. Faith in Jesus Christ is exclusive. God's word
is absolute. You cannet love the world and God.

People complain that the Bible is too hard to understand, and they want
explanations from other sources, 2 Timothy 3:13-16 says, “But evil men and
impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. You,
however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of,
knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhoed you
have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that
leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for
training in righteousness.” Nothing can replace the word of God. It is the
foundation of our faith. If your heart is soft, then the Bible is easy to
understand.

My dear friends, we have to follow Jesus. He says, “If anyone wishes to
come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow
Me"(Lk. 9:23). If you do not deny yourself, selfishness will take over and you
will turn away from God. As believers, we have a special faith given to us by
God. We must hold on to this faith, practice it, use it and finish this short life
with it, so that we can receive eternal life and our eternal crowns, joining with
Jesus Christ forever and ever. Paul said, “For | am already being poured out as
a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. | have fought the
good fight, | have finished the course, | have kept the faith; in the future there
is laid up for me the crown of rightecusness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who
have loved His appearing”(vv. 6&8). Please do not turn away from God's
amazing grace. Be obedient to the faith and pass it on just as you received it.
Turning away is tragic, but staying is joyous !l
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