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Who really cares for the soul?

(1 John 4:9-11)

“In this is love,

not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins”

day’s Bible verses say that God
“manifested” His love to us. How did He
reveal His love? By sending His only Son into
this world so that this world might live through
Him. This act of God shows us His love. Real
love is not in us loving God but in God loving
us. Jesus® death propitiated, which means
satisfied, the wrath of God concerning sin. In
His love, through Jesus Christ, we become His
children, and thus, able to love one another.
What does it mean to love each another? It
means that Christians care for the souls of
others.

In our country, respect for parents is deeply
rooted in Confucianism. Where as the Bible
teaches children to respect their parents.
Confucian ideology undermines God’s truth in
this matter. It teaches children not to give advice
to their parents even when their parents do
wrong. It instructs children to make their parents
happy, no matter what the cost. If a child tries to
persuade their mother or father in the ways of
Christianity, they're told to leave mommy or
daddy alone because they’re too old to change.
They're encouraged to let them have a good
time in their own manner of happiness, They're
counseled that their parents aren’t going to
change because that’s the only lifestyle they're
accustomed to. Christians understand that Jesus
is the truth. Do you think not sharing the gospel
with your mom or dad is really caring for them?
Do you think that the happiness or comfort this
carth has to offer is better than Jesus? Do you
understand that without Jesus your parents are
going to hell? Do you really care or do you just
leave them alone and follow our culture’s
norms? Not challenging your parents, leaving
them alone in their ignorance, is wrong. The
morals of Confucianism bring your parents to
hell. Do you really love your parents?

Jesus’ disciples cried out to Him in the midst
of a storm, “Teacher, do You not care that we are
perishing” (Mt. 4:38)? As they sailed in the
boat, all the seamen thought they were going to
die. They were angry that their teacher was
asleep. They couldn’t understand how He could
sleep in such a life threatening situation. They
asked Him, “do You not care that we are
perishing?” Honestly, who strongly cares about
cursed humans? Do you think unbelieving
parents, children, brothers, sisters, teachers,
politicians, or the president truly cares? Even

though they may say, “T care!”, do you believe
it? Look at human history. All these people live
for their own success. They don’t care about the
eternal soul. Our current life experiences even
show this to be the truth. So, who then really
cares if you go to hell? The Lord God says, “As
I live! I take not pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his
way and live. Turn back, turn back from your
evil ways! Why then will you die, O house of
Israel” (Ezk. 33:11)? Jesus says, “In the same
way, 1 tell you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents™ (Lk.
15:10). Amen! My brothers and sisters, there is
a celebration in heaven over one, just one, saved
soul. Therefore, who really cares for the poor
soul?

When we look at the Bible, who do we find
that really cares for the soul? Foremost, we
discover that our Heavenly Father, praise God,
really cares. He promises that He is the grace of
God. He is patient, merciful, and His love is
immeasurable, “The Lord is not slow about His
promise. as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for
all to come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). Want to
see what the Old Testament says, “Let the
wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man
his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord and
He will have compassion on him, and to our
God, for He will abundantly pardon™ (Is. 55:7).
Amen! God’s Word tells us, “Turn to Me and be
saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God,
and there is no other” (Is. 45:22). “All the ends
of the earth” speaks volumes about how much
God really cares for us and doesn’t want to see
us get punishment.

Not only do we have God the Father to care
for us but also His Holy Spirit, “The Spirit and
the bride say, ‘Come." And let the one who
hears say, *Come.” And let the one who is thirsty
come; let the one who wishes take the water of
life without cost™ (Rev. 22:17). The Holy Spirit
bids us to come because He really cares. Even
Jesus mentioned the benefits of the Holy Spirit
to us. “But I tell you the truth, it is to your
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if T
go, 1 will send Him to you. And He, when He
comes, will convict the world concerning sin
and righteousness and judgment” (Jn. 16:7-8).
Amen! “Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says,

Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your
hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day
of trial in the wilderness” (Heb. 3:7-8). The
Holy Spirit truly cares for your soul.

Who really cares for the soul? Jesus Christ!
He calls out to us, “Come to Me, all who are
weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest”
(Mt. 11:28). My brothers and sisters, there's no
religion in the world that makes such an offer.
“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to
save that which was lost” (Lk. 19:10). Whoever
is thirsty for truth, righteousness, love, comfort,
or freedom, Jesus says, “If anyone is thirsty, let
him come to Me and drink™ (Jn. 7:37). Jesus is
the fountain of eternal life. He cares for your
soul.

Who else should really care for the soul?
Today’s Bible verse tells us, “Beloved, if God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another” (v.
11). Real Christians care for the souls of others.
Because God loves us like this, we should love
others in the same way. Through Him we live!
The Bible teaches us, “We know love by this,
that He laid down His life for us: and we ought
to lay down our lives for the brethren™ (1 In.
3:16). Self-sacrificing love is required of all
believers. Do you want to love like that? We
should really care about human souls, If you are
a believer, you should really care because your
parent, family member, or friend will go to
eternal punishment without Jesus.

What's surprising is that even the rich man
who died and went to Hades cared for his
brother’s souls. He begged Abraham to send
Lazarus to his father’s house (see Lk. 16:27-28),
but it was too late (v. 31). If the rich man cared,
how much more so should Christians? My dear
friends, you should call upon God the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit for the poor soul. You
should pray for them and tell them how much
the Heavenly Father, Holy Spirit, and Jesus
Christ care for them. You need to explain to that
unbelieving soul how the grace of God, and you,
really cares about their eternal destination,
which will be hell without believing in the
Savior of the world. Next week is Christmas,
our time of worship in Jesus’ coming to this
earth. Tell your family, friends, and neighbors
about Jesus, and how this life is not about living
richly but about saving souls. Ask them to come
to God’'s house and experience Jesus
firsthand. 4
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