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| Sermon for Next Week ||

EXCUSES

[(16)But He said to him, “A certain man was giving a big dinner, and he invited many;
(17)and at the dinner hour he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited,
‘Come; for everything is ready now.” (18)“But they all alike began to make excuses---" |
(LUKE 14:16~24)

e excuses people make for not coming to Christ are
T’a:'stonishing. It is an invitation to the heavenly kingdom, the
most precious place that exists, but so many people, especially
Christians, have excuses for not coming. Can you believe it? To
receive such an invitation is truly amazing, but to apologize with
excuses is downright appalling. Indeed, there are those on the one
side who say they love Jesus, His church, and His people, but on
the other side, they have so many excuses for not coming. Some
people are just too busy with the outside world. Either their
demanding schedules conflict with God's agenda, or someone else
needs their presence. Some people are just too smart. Instead of
physically coming, they prefer watching church on television,
reading about Christ in a theology book, or listening to a sermon on
tape. Of course, you also have those who think they are too holy,
too religious, in themselves to repent. They are the proud ones
who don't need to pray to the Lord God. Jesus is aware of the
excuses, the many excuses that people use. In today's Bible
passage, He used a parable to not only express the open,
compelling invitation to come to Him for salvation, but also to warn
those who say, “| have something more important to do.”

Jesus told the story about the “big dinner” while eating bread on
the Sabbath at the house of one of the leaders of the Pharisees.
The story was told in response to a seemingly pious remark by one
of the guests, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the
kingdom of God”, made for dulling the point of Christ's teaching (v.
15). Previously, Jesus had instructed the one who invited Him to
include the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind, not friends,
brothers, or rich relatives to his luncheons or dinners. The story
Jesus told clarified His meaning. It involved a man inviting many
people to his great banquet. When the feast was ready, he sent his
slave to gather the guests. All the guests had excuses for why they
couldn't come. The “head of the household” became angry, and he
told his slave, "Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city
and bring in here the poor and crippled and blind and lame”(v. 21).
When this command was done, still there was room. So the
master said to his slave, “Go out into the highways and along the
hedges, and compel them to come in, so that my house may be
filled. For | tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste
of my dinner”(vv, 23&24),

In this story, Jesus highlighted three excuses that the invited
guests used. The first one was made by a businessperson, “| have
bought a piece of land and | need to go out and look at it; Please
consider me excused”(v. 18). Here we find an executive who has
to check out his recent real estate purchase. He has invested a lot
of money, and if he doesn't look into it he may lose too much. For
him, the celebration of the kingdom of God doesn't hold as much

meaning as his wealth. His heart is for worldly riches. Jesus said
that all people should invest their hearts in the kingdom of God,
"Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money
belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where
no thief comes near nor moth destroys. For where you treasure is,
there your heart will be also”(Lk. 12:33&34). Amen. This excuse
applies to the business leaders and managers of today, who value
money more than Christ.

The second excuse was made by a working person, “| have
bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going to try them out; please
consider me excused”(v. 19). Here we find a common worker who
depends upon his job to buy his daily provisions. His responsibility
is so important, for he doesn't have just one ox, but ten to test.
He's so busy trying to make ends meet that he feels justified in
declining an invitation he had originally accepted. Most Christians
fall into this category. They're so busy with other important things
that they can't come to church. Their other jobs are more important
than church. This also includes students who place exam
preparations and homework above coming to church. It's sad when
the busy families of pastors, elders, and deacons come to church,
but other church members don't. So many churches are like that.
This excuse relates to the people today who place their jobs and
responsibilities above Christ.

The third excuse was made by a family person, “| have married a
wife, and for that reason | cannot come”(v. 20). Here we find a
person who loves family. His wife takes precedence over money
and work, but not the kingdom of God. Jesus said, “If anyone
comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own
life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not carry his own
cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple” (Lk. 14:26&27). In
other words, devotion to family and self must take second place to
one’s devotion to Christ. This excuse concerns all people who love
others more than Christ.

My dear friend, do you want to come and taste the Master's
dinner? You've already been invited! It's an unconditional invitation
Please accept, and don't let excuses come in your way toward
eternal blessing. Jesus is calling you now. He's asking you to come
to His heavenly home. If wealth, work, or family keeps you from
coming, change your perspective. Jesus has to be number one in
your life, He died for you, so that you could receive eternal life. His
invitation to the heavenly kingdom is worth everything and
everyone. Please answer, and come to Jesus Christ. Let there be
no excuse for your absence. Please don't offer Him excuses. For |
tell you, those who are invited and do not come will never taste the
kingdom of God. W
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