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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

Do Not Fear, | Will Help You

9 “For I am the LORD your God, who upholds your right hand, Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will
help you.” " “Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; I will help you,” declares the LORD,”
and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel. ™ “Behold, I have made you a new, sharp threshing
sledge with double edges; You will thresh the mountains, and pulverize them, And will make the hills
like chaff. "® “You will winnow them, and the wind will carry them away, And the storm will scatter
them; But you will rejoice in the LORD, You will glory in the Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah 41:13~16)

oday is the last sermon for the year 2006. Did you deny yourself,
Tta ke your cross, and follow Jesus each day this past year? | already
know the answer, so if you are feeling sad and depressed you need
God's word, which says, “For | am the Lord your God, who upholds
your right hand, who says to you, ‘Do not fear, | will help you'"(v. 13),

Through your faith in Jesus Christ, God is not only with you, but He is |

there to help you. You need help because no one can travel through
this life and enter heaven without the Lord God. This world is a hostile
place for believers, but you do not need to fear for your Lord will
indeed help you.

In today's Bible verses, Isaiah reminds Ged's people about His
greatness. Judah was a very weak nation at the time. God said to
them, "Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel; | will help
you, and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel"(v. 14). God called
His people a worm because they were feeble, despised, and stepped
on by the nations of the world. Their sin brought them down to the
lowest of levels; even so, there was salvation available through
repentance. God raises the weakest people to use as His instrument.
Jesus Christ did not choose His twelve disciples from amongst the
smartest, bravest, or richest of men, but from amongst the humble.
He, Himself, was born in a manger and died on a cross. When the
temple curtain tore in two, the primary church went to the gentiles.
Their persecution caused them to scatter abroad, like worms, but God
is with the humble. He helps the weak.

God provided His people with a special tool, “Behold, | have made
you a new, sharp threshing sledge with double edges; you will thresh
the mountains and pulverize them, and will make the hills like chaff”(v.
15). Do you believe it? Can you imagine how much power it takes to
turn mountains into pieces of grain and hills into piles of leaves? God
can use you, even though you are a worm. Jesus told His disciples,
“All authority has been given te Me in heaven and on earth”(Mt.
28:18). Jesus has the power my friend! He will help you to go out into
the world and make disciples of all the nations. Not only that, but He
promises, “| am with you always, even to the end of the age”(Mt.
28:20).

The one hundred and twenty people who gathered together in
Jerusalem, awaiting direction from the Lord, were minority people.
They were all worrns, but Jesus picked them up, and a wonderful
thing happened. They received His power. As they humbly bowed
themselves in prayer, the Holy Spirit came and filled each one. The
Bible tells us that heaven fills with joy over the salvation of one soul.
That day, about three thousand souls were added (Acts 2:41).

God made a double edged sword, but you do not believe it. He is still
building His church in this world, and people still need to see the
church’s power. Sadly, most of today's churches do not have the

power because they get tied up and involved with earthly things. The
foundations and doctrines of believers all over the world are shaking.
Most Christians have a sleeping spiritual life because they do not
believe the Word of God. Listen, the Word of God needs to be on fire
in your heart, like the burning bush that Moses saw. .

If you listen to God, you will have fellowship with Jesus Christ. God
said, "Do not fear, | will help you." He is your Holy One. He wants to
fellowship with you. Do you want to fellowship with Jesus, or with the
popular and rich? You are a sinner, and you need the blood of Jesus
Christ. You need His care and His love. Jesus prayed for us, “Sanctify
them in the truth; Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, |
also have sent them into the world. For their sakes | sanctify Myself,
that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth”{Jn. 17:17-19).
Are you sanctified in the Word of God? Do you read your Bible? God
wants to send you into the world, so that you can use whatever it is
you do to proclaim the gospel. He wants you to take your fellowship
with Him to others, “Day by day continuing with one mind in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking
their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their
numbers day by day those who were being saved”(Acts 2:46&47).

God will help you if you listen. You will have victory with faith, “You
will winnow them, and the wind will carry them away, and the storm
will scatter them; but you will rejoice in the Lord, you will glory in the
Holy One of Israel”(v. 16). Peter and John told their persecutors,
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than
to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about what we
have seen and heard”(Acts 4:19&20). They had victory. You might lose
your money, your fame, and perhaps even your freedom in this life as
a Christian, but if you try to save your own life, you will lose it.
Matthew 16:25&26 say, “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose
it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what
will a man give in exchange for his soul?”

This church needs God. It is only through His power that each one of
us can survive. This is the final message for the year 2006. Each one
of us needs revival. Please do not be depressed or fearful, The Lord
God, the Holy One, will help you to walk the narrow way, the way of
the cross. Please walk into the New Year with faith, and you will have
victory. With Ged, this church can turn the world upside down. Do you
believe it? Listen to Acts 17:6, "When they did not find them, they
began dragging Jason and some brethren before the city autharities,
shouting, 'These men who have upset the world have come here
also.”" This is the testimony of unbelievers. If unbelievers think that
believers can upset the world, what do you think? g
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