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Sermon for Next Sunda

“'When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him,
along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on his left.
@9 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”

And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. -
@ Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
) Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
(Luke 23:33~43)

hree crosses stood atop Calvary Hill on the day Jesus died.

Qur Lord's crucified body was placed in the middle of two
crucified criminals. All three suffered and died on their cross.
One died for sin, one died to sin, and one died in sin. One was
completely innocent and two were completely guilty. One paid
our debt to sin and two paid their debt to society. One
represented the holiness of our Father and two represented the
sinfulness of our world. All three crosses have significant
meanings which give us great incentives to live for Christ. Let's
look at the three crosses on Calvary!

When you look to Calvary you see two men in the same
condemnation, "When they came to the place called the Skull,
there they crucified Him, along with the criminals—one on His
right, the other on His left*(Lk. 23:33). Two criminals got caught
in their sin. The first criminal mocked Jesus, “One of the
criminals who hung there hurled insults at him!*(Lk. 23:39). The
second criminal had a remarkable observation, “But the other
criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God," he said, ‘since you
are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we
are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done
nothing wrong'“(Lk. 23:40~41). The second criminal stated a
great spiritual truth and recognized his own guilt, which is
difficult to confess. The second criminal recognized his sin. The
most difficult truth on earth is to accept that all people are
equally guilty before God. | often hear people talk about how
terrible society is, but not about how terrible they are. We
divide humanity by race, education, money, and success, but
God divides us by grace alone. There's no difference between a
mayor and a meter maid; a doctor and a patient; a warden and a
prisoner, or a movie star and a street worker. It's hard to realize
that all are lost. Romans 3:22~24 says, "This righteousness
from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who
believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”

When you look to Calvary you see two men ask Jesus for

salvation. The first criminal spewed out, “Aren’t you the Christ?
Save yourself and us!”(Lk. 23:39). The second criminal said,
“Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom“(Lk.
23:42). Both criminals asked Jesus to save them. The first
criminal asked to be saved from his situation. Many people pray
like this when in trouble, but this kind of prayer does not save.
The second criminal asked to be saved from his sin. He had
genuine conviction. Conviction always precedes conversion!
We must remember that “all” are guilty before God. The
second criminal faced the real issue of life. He admitted his sin
and accepted Christ as his Lord. He anticipated the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. He anticipated his own resurrection too. He
looked at Jesus in his humiliation and saw a King. His life was
spent doing bad things, but in his last moments of dying for sin
he recognized his sin. This is the grace of God at work! This is
the power of Christ's cross!

When you look to Calvary you see Jesus whose purpose is
salvation. Jesus told the second criminal; “I tell you the truth,
today you will be with me in paradise”(Lk. 23:43). Physically
weak from dying, soon to take His last breath, these words
from Jesus' mouth have the power and authority of heaven! Do
you know this power? All | can say is “Amen”! Jesus had time
on the cross to win one more soul. Paul experienced paradise;
he heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted
to tell (2 Cor. 12:4). Jesus was able to tell the second criminal
that he would be with him in paradise. The second criminal was
saved. The purpose of Jesus’ death was for our salvation. His
cross was the greatest demonstration of God's holiness and
love.

My dear friends, please think about these guestions. Can one
be saved in his dying hour? Can one be saved after a life of
wickedness? Can one be saved without baptism or
communion? Can one be sure of heaven after death? The
answer to these questions is yes to all who look at the cross of
Jesus Christ and accept Him. There’'s only two ways to go in
this life, which way will you take?
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