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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

BELIEVER’S HOPE

 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and
such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. ? Beloved,
now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He
appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. ® And everyone who has this
hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. (1 John 3:1~3)

‘oday’s Bible message begins, “See how great a love the Father

has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God,
and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us,
because it did not know Him”(v. 1). Faith in Jesus Christ brings you
into God’s family, making you His child, which the world cannot
understand because it fails to recognize Jesus as Lord. This faith in
the Lord God comes with wonderful hope. What kind of wonderful
hope do believers have? Is their hope for something in this world or
another world? Without doubt, a believer’s hope is for something in
another world, but it will happen in this world.

Believers hope in Jesus’ appearing. Their hope is not based on
wishful thinking but certain knowledge because Jesus said, “If | go
and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where | am, there you may be also”(Jn. 14:3). Jesus
Christ is going to return to earth. The angels told His disciples as
they watched Him ascend into heaven, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from
you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have
watched Him go into heaven”(Acts 1:11). Even Paul told the
Colossians about Jesus’ second coming, “When Christ, who is our
life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in
glory”(Col. 3:4). Until His return, James instructs, “You too be
patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is
near”(Jam. 5:8). Believers do not know when Jesus is coming, but
they do know that He is coming soon. Their hope in His great
appearing is real.

Believers hope that when Jesus returns, they will be like Him,
“Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as
yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like
Him..."(v. 2). We cannot imagine what it will be like to be like Jesus.
For believers, it is an exciting hope to think that Jesus will change
our dirty, decaying, and overall terrible condition into something
glorious and perfect. The change is so immeasurably beautiful and
beyond human comprehension. 1 Corinthians 15:52&53 tell us, “in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we
will be changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable,
and this mortal must put on immortality.” What a change! Philippians
3:21 further says that Jesus “will transform the body of our humble
state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of
the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.” This is

what | am talking about! My body will be like the body of Jesus’
glory. How amazing is that?

Believers hope to see Jesus face to face. “We know that when He
appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He
is"(v. 2). Our eyes will finally behold what we held through faith, “As
for me, | shall behold Your face in righteousness; | will be satisfied
with Your likeness when | awake”(Ps. 17:15). How wonderful and
exciting a hope! 1 Corinthians 13:12 says, “For now we see in a
mirror dimly, but then face to face; now | know in part, but then | will
know fully just as | also have been fully known.” Do you hope to see
Jesus face to face? For believers this is a longing hope. To finally see
the face of the One loved so dearly is pure joy.

What kind of preparation do believers need in order to see Jesus?
They need hope in His appearing, being like Him, and seeing Him,
“And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just
as He is pure”(v. 3). Hope in Jesus Christ is a purification process.
The unholy will not see Him, “You know that He appeared in order to
take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. No one who abides in
Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him”(wv. 5&6).
You have to be holy, “You shall be holy, for | am holy”(1 Pet. 1:16).
How can you be holy? Is it pessible through your own effort? No!
You have to deny yourself all the time, so that the blood of Jesus
Christ can cleanse you. He died so that you can be clean. He asks us
to take the cross. If you take the cross, you will be holy. Galatians
2:20 gives us this answer, “| have been crucified with Christ; and it is
no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now
live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself up for me.” Jesus is the only one who can cleanse you
and make you holy. Holiness comes from your total faith,
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness
in the fear of God"(2 Cor. 7:1). If you get involved with earthly things,
you cannot see Him. “Now, little children, abide in Him, so that
when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away
from Him in shame at His coming”(1 Jn. 2:28).

My dear friend, do you have a believer's hope? Are you excited
about His appearing, being like Him, and seeing Him in glory?
Perhaps your real hope is in your business or children going to good
schools. Maybe your hope is set on a healthy body, happy family, or
beautiful house and garden. What is your hope? If your hope is fixed
on Jesus, God will bless you. For Jesus is the only answer. Amen. 4
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