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ne of the most difficult things for
On human being is not physical
feats or intellectual achievements, it is,
admitting that you are wrong. The
words “I'm sorry” or 1 was wrong”
are truly the hardest words in the
whole wide world to verbalize
Christians are terrible at accepting
rebuke and admitting to wrong! In
today’s Bible m ge, the prodigal
son decides to acknowledge his
personal responsibility for sin by
confessing, “Father, | have sinned
against heaven, and in your sight” (v.
18). Jesus tells us that heaven's
response 1o, this kind of admission is
that “there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one
repents” (Lk. 15:10). Sadly, the most
under used phrase in the church is “I
was wrong™,

The Bible is full of examples about
the reluctance and unwillingness of
God’s people to confess their
wrongdoing. King Saul was
commanded by God to destroy
everyone and everything of the
Amalekites. This included the King
and all his people (man, woman, child,
and infant), ox, sheep, camels, and
donkeys. Saul didn't carry out God’s
commands. He spared the king and
the best of his animals. When
confronted by God’s prophet Samuel,
as to why he didn’t do as he was told,
Saul responded, “for the people spared
the best of the sheep and oxen, to
sacrifice to the Lord your God; but the
rest we have utterly destroyed™ (1

sinner who

8 15:15). Saul didn’t say he was
wrong, instead, he used God for an
excuse.

When David told Saul that he had
two epportunities to kill him and
didn’t, temporarily
remorseful, he wept. He knew David
was one of God’s loving children, and

Saul  was

that his actions toward David were

immoral, but he didn’t apologize—he
didn’t say he was wrong. Listen to his
speech to David. “You are more
righteous than I; for you have dealt
well with me, while 1 have dealt
wickedly with you. You have declared

FugH
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Sermon Tor rext week [

Hardest Words To Say

(Luke 15:18)

“I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:

Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you”

today that you have done good to me,
that the Lord delivered me into your
hand and yet you did not kill me. For if
a man finds his enemy, will he let him

go away safely? May the Lord
therefore reward you with good in
return for what you have done to me
this day.” (see 1 Sam. 24:16-22). In
both cases, it was hard for Saul to say
he was wrong. In the fi
inadequacy prevented him from

t instance.

confession, in this second instance, his
insecurity stopped him.

Another example is found in the
story of David and Bathsheba. David
killed Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, in
order to take her for his wife. He went
through tremendous turmail over this
incident, but didn’t voluntarily say he
was wrong. God's prophet, Nathan,
used a parable to lead David to
condemn his own actions and bring
about repentance (see 2 Sam. 11 &
12). David didn’t willingly concede
until after he was directly confronted
by God. In other words, his pride
hindered  his
wrongdoing.

In today’s Bible verse, the prodigal
son acts in self-will. No one points out
his wrongdoing. He realizes his

confession  of

predicaments on his own, but only
after he has no where else to turn.
While in the depths of pig mush,
hungry, and lonely, he finally grasps
the consequences of his actions. His
immaturity obstructed his confession.
Although he appears a bit better than
David, he’s still far from good. In all
three cases, there are sin. Saul's was
willful, David’s forceful, and the
prodigal son’s foolish.

Contrary to these three men is
Daniel. Daniel wholeheartedly
confessed and prayed, “Alas, O Lord,
the great and awesome God, whao
keeps His  covenant and

lovingkindness for those who love :
Him and keep His commandments, we -

have sinned, committed iniquity; acted

wickedly and rebelled, even tumingr

aside from Your commandments and

ordinances.” (see Dan. 9:3-19):

Overtly, Daniel’s life appears to be
uncompromising and faithful to God.
The Bible tells us how he refused the
non-kosher food offered to him by his
Babylonian captors, and denied the
king’s orders to bow and pray to a
statue—which got him thrown into a
lion’s den. His prayer openly
confessed “I was wrong”. The Bible
doesn’t mention anything negative
about Daniel’s character/nature, yet he
prayed a sentimental prayer. He
identified himself with the sin of his
people, even though he had not sinned.
He found it easy to say “1 was wrong™.

Saul was inadequate, David was
proud, and the prodigal son was
immature. Some people will admit
wrong in the abstract, but never in the
specific. Most people fall into this
category. Usually, they admit they
were wrong as long as the blame and
shame fall on someone else. They
make the other person(s) look life a
fool. To do this is a curse. It cause
problems for self and others. It
impedes the development of spiritual
grace. It renders one unable to deal
with the problem in a biblical manner.
It assures that one cannot be granted
forgiveness. It makes it more difficult
to deal with the sin. It hardens the heart

against conviction, and makes one
cold and indifferent. Moreover, it
makes it very hard to truthfully say “I
was wrong”.

Now, if you have faith, you can
look at this issue from a blessing
viewpoint, and thus, gain a better
perspective. First things first! Be sure
your God 1s big enough! If God isn’t
Almighty and Awesome in your eyes,
then you're not going to have a true
outlook of yourself. In order to see
yourself for who you really are, you
need an all knowing, all powerful, and
ever present God. You need to be
honest, and pray to God to show you
where you are wrong. Resolve to
admit you are wrong where God
shows it. The Holy Spirit will
illuminate the things you need to
understand. Approach your admission

_words of Jesus,
" presence of the angels of God over one

of wrongdoing in a biblical manner.
Sometimes. when you forget to say
you were wrong, apologize. Every
wrong requires forgiveness. You have
to demand. “Please forgive me™, The
proper wording is, I was wrong, will
you forgive me? Amen!™

My dear Choong Hyun people. the
hardest words in the whole wide world
are “I was wrong”. When was the last
time you ¢
forgive me.”,

. 1 was wrong, will you
specially to the Lord?
Yes, it is hard to say. But when you
know Jesus Christ, when you
understand God’s grace, when you
realize that He came here to earth to
deliver you from sin, it's not so hard.
1f you really understand Jesus, then
you really understand the cross, and
you wholeheartedly know how much
you are wrong. Examine your nd
see how often you neglect these hard
words, Open your heart in prayer,
“Lord, I was wrong, will you forgive
me? You died for me. Your blood, only
Your blood, washes-away my sin. You
suffered for my sin. [ say deep from
my heart. [ was wrong, please forgive
me. Oh Lord, make me a new creature,
Your child. I want to be reborn, from

my natural position to Your spiritual
position for me. | want to be able to
easily say “I was wrong, will you

forgive me” to You and to others. |
look to Your cross, Your blood, Your
suffering, Your sacrifice, You love,
ki‘ndA}'IESS,. and endurance for my
hurd‘cn‘ of sin. Please let me confess
deep inside my heart, | was wrong

. Jesus Christ, will you forgive me,
‘ ’_Amen!"

= 'Grace abounds. Hear again the
here is joy in the

sinner who repents” (v. 10). Isn’t that
wonderful? Let’s confess, “l am a
sinner. 1 was wrong, will you forgive
me?” We need this kind of statement
in our church. Our church needs to
easily say, “I was wrong, will you
forgive me?” If you follow this way,
the kingdom of God has a celebration
going on right now! God bless you. i
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