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(D Next Sunday’s Message By Rev, Kim, Sung Kwan ©

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

(Isaiah 6:1-7)

A s we grow in our awareness day by day, towards a

vision of His greatness increases,

closer and more personal relationship with God, our
God is always much
greater than we think, And we are invariably much worse
than we can imagine! The importance of having an
indepth understanding of God' s holiness and our sin is a
prerequisite for growth in Christ. Our need for puritication
in Christ becomes evident when the meaning of God's
holiness is perceived and recognized. Isaiah had an
astonishing encounter with God. In perhaps the most
beautiful vision of his life, Isaiah saw God and
experienced His forgiving power, His prophetic
commission focuses on God' s absolute holiness, Opening
our hearts to his first-hand experience of God' s awesome
holiness will increase our knowledge of who God is and who we are in
Chuist,

"God is
He was a prophet in Judah when Israel was being destroyed

It s interesting to note that the name ‘Isaiah’ means
salvation”,
by the Assyrians, He prophesied for sixty-years during the reigns of Kings
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manasseh, His whole life was
concerned about speaking of God's plan for salvation in Christ,
“Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was
to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find
out the fime and circumstances o which the Spirit of Christ in them was
pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that
would follow, It was revealed to them that they were not serving
themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been
told you by those who have preached the gospel 1o you by the Holy
Spirit sent from heaven, Even angels long to look into these things. ™ (1

Pet, 1:10-12)

The prophets in the Old Testament, had a
was to reveal Christ' s suffering and glory, Jesus told the two men on the
road to Emmaus,

a purpose and that purpose

"How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer these
things and then enter His glory?” (Luke 24:25-20) Jesus explained to these
men, beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, everything the Scriptures
said concerning Himself, Isaiah’s writings are quoted in the New
Testament more than any other prophet, with some of the most cherished
words from God in the Scripture coming through this propher,

The book of Isaiah contains sixty-six chapters. The first thirty-nine
chapters deal with God's judgment (lawsuit) against Zion (Jerusalem),
The following twenty-seven chapters cover God' s redeeming salvation
and glory. Isaiah unveils the full dimensions of God’s judgment and
salvation, most especially the glory of Christ, "For to us a child is born, to
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,

us a son is given,
will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Prince of Peace.” (9:6)

The book of Isaiah underscores God's righteousness and grace, His
blessings and His curses, God is angry at Zion because of their rebellion
(1:2), Zion is impure and God wants to punish them, but His real hope is
to forgive them (1:18), People think that God will save them no matter
what because God is so good. That' s not true, that' s not what the Bible
says! “Nothing impure will ever enter the New Jerusalem, nor anyone
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who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are
written in the Lamb's book of life” (Rev, 21:27), God is good and only
those who endure in Christ will enter heaven, Lack of purity is primarily a
result of not knowing God and there is a special place, where even
worms don't die for such people (Mark 9:48),

The opening of Isaiah 6, “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the
LORD seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of His robe
filled the temple”, has many significant meanings, King Uzziah died of
leprosy. In Jewish tradition, leprosy was a sign of sin, Those who had
leprosy were usually cast out from Jerusalem, exiled from God, Leprosy
was a physical and a spiritual disease, For a Jewish king, a political and
religious leader to die of such a disease was disastrous, Jewish kings were
servants of God, Isaiah realized the severity of the situation, which was
utterly hopeless in his vision, He understood God's punishment and its
consequences, He desperately cried in God' s temple,

In his heart-felt mourning, Jehovah (Old Testament expression for
God), appeared, Remember, in God's temple there is a curtain that
separates the place of Holies of holy, Only a priest enters once a year
behind this curain, Isaiah saw behind this special curtain, He saw the
whole temple for the train of the LORD' s robe filled the temple, He saw
the LORD! Spiritually this means that the curtain was pulled away, Right
before Jesus died on the cross, He spoke the words "It is finished”, and
the special curtain in God’s temple was tom in two, Isaiah experienced
God' s hidden grace in Christ,

[saiah thought there was no hope, God was saying that there is hope.
Nobody else was in the temple at this time, only Isaiah, In this case of
occasion, everyone should have been at the temple but only Isaiah was
there. This should remind us that in times of hardship, we should place
ourselves in communion with God,

He also saw and heard angels calling to one another, “Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of His glory” (vs, 3), God's
temple shook at the sound of their voices and filled with smoke. Isaiah
felt that he was the only one who truly loved Gaod, but at this time, in
God' s presence, Isaiah became aware of his total inadequacy, He was the
worst person. He cried, "Woe t© me!” and T am ruined!”, “For T am a
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my
eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty” (vs, 5). I[saiah truly
experienced God and His holiness, This experience led him to fully
comprehend his impurity, his sinfulness.

At this moment of recognition, Gad touched his mouth with a live coal
taken from the altar and said, "See, this has touched your lips: your guilt is
taken away and your sin atoned for” (vs. 7). God took his sins away.
Before this moment, Isaiah thought he knew God, After this moment, he
knew that he didn't know God, He found out that God is much greater
than he thought and he is much worse,

Before we undertake our Christian joumney, it's paramount that we
recognize our need for the grace of God, Isaiah found God' s solution and
God purified Isaiah with fire, In Christ, God purifies us, In Christ is an
expression that signifies our relationship to Jesus, Through faith in Jesus,
not saving knowledge of who He is but honest and simple trust in Fim,
we receive New Life and our names are recorded in the Lamb' s book of
life, This New Life empowers us with the Holy Spirit to stand firm and
persevere until we see Christ face 1o face,

God is holy, Heaven never stops saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD
God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come” (Rev, 4:8), In order for us
to have a relationship with God, He must purify us for our old nature that
is sinful and unholy, God' s plan of salvation began at the Garden of Eden
and spread to Zion, After many years and many kings, the remnant of
Israel was reduced to only one - Jesus Christ, [n Christ, our natural bom
state of sinfulness is exchanged for His grace and we become born again
with New Life, Let's open our hearts 1o the Lord, continually repent of our
sins, and pray for His strength to keep us in obedience. Jesus is real and
He should be the most real experience in our lives, There's only one way
to eternal salvation and having faith in Jesus is it!
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