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I Sermon of pastor Kim I

ab

od plants a vine and introduces into this world the very principle
Gof spiritual life with all its fruitful and blessed results. He
appoints His only beloved Son to assume our human nature. God is the
divine vinedresser, Jesus is the beautiful, healthy, strong and perfect
vine and Christians are branches. God's planting of this vine is a
heavenly thing that connects you to Him. It is the only connection you
have to God. It is the only connection that can change your sinful
nature into a holy nature that relates with God and thus makes you
fruitful. It is only source for your salvation!

The introduction of the vine is something only God can do, for He
alone is the creator. He created this world through His word. That's
how powerful His word is. He created Adam and Eve, the stars, the
sky, the oceans, the animals, everything by His word! He blessed
everything He created. Humans didn't keep His blessing, so finally He
plants the vine.

Not only is God the creator and planter of the vine but He is also
the keeper of the vine. Yes, He watches over the vine. God closely
tends His vineyard. We see this clearly in Isaiah 27:3, “the Lord, is
its keeper: I water it every moment. So that no-one will damage it, I
guard it night and day.” God doesn't leave the vineyard to care for
itself. He protects it and takes care of it. He pulls the weeds,
nourishes the soil, and makes sure that no harm is done. He loves His
creation - He watches over His garden.

As God cared for and tended the vine which was brought out of
Egypt for which He prepared the reom and which He caused to take
deep root so that it filled the land, so He watched over it. He
blessed the true vine which He with His right hand planted in the soil
of His earth. We must remember how well He took care of the
Israelites in their forty-years journey through the desert. He was
with them everyday. He protected them. He fed them. He cared for
them completely. For they were His own and His hand touched them.

Not only that, but God removed the worthless branches and cast
them aside to be burned. The lifeless branches were removed. This
is really scary. Only the fruitful members of the natural vine
constituted the person and ministry of Jesus Christ. The fate of the
Jews is the best illustration of our Lord's meaning of, "Every branch
in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away: and every branch that
bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit” (v. 2). The
history of the Jews reveals God's removal of unfruitful branches.
They were like branches that brought forth wild grapes - wild
clusters that He removed.

On the other hand, you have to constantly keep in mind that the
vine is always, carefully, closely and unsparingly pruned by the skillful
gardener. You are not left in this world to your own demise. Quite
the opposite, the faithful and fruitful Christian occasionally
experiences satisfaction but not sovereignty. God's design for your
growth is divine. You can't produce fruit on your own, only through
God's care you can bear fruit. You are His divine disciple. As such,

The Divine Vinedresser

"I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.

"Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away;
and every [branch] that bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit

"

(John 15:1-2)

you can better understand the reasons for human suffering. Religion
does not make the sorrows of life. Religion explains them and helps
to bear them and profit by them.

Christians should be the fruitfulness of all the living branches of
the living vine. In that case, the promotion of His own glory is such
that brings out the Lord of all. Jesus says, "I am the true vine, and
My father is the vinedresser"(v. 1). There must be no mistake about
it. Jesus Christ is the true vine. He was born through the Virgin
Mary. He had no Jewish blood. It is in the purity of His blood that
all sin was forgiven. Faith in Him alone is the way to God's salvation.
"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself
unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me*
(John 15:4). You need Jesus to bear God's fruit. If you abide in
Christ, God the Father and God the Holy Spirit will alse abide in you.

So important is the knowledge of that, "Just as the Father has
loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love"(John 15:9). Jesus
invites us to be loved with the best kind of love - His love. He asks us
to believe and obey His commands. Knowing His commands and words
will control and guide our prayers, so that He can answer them, "If
you abide in Me, and My words abides in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you'(John 15:7). This is the amazing power of
God's design for your salvation.

This is not something you can take lightly. You have to understand
and believe that Christ is united to 6od the Father. "Do you not
believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words
that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father
abiding in Me does His works"(John 14:10). God is the vinedresser
and Jesus is the true vine that God planted for us.

Jesus loves you so much. He intercedes on your behalf. He prayed
for your glorification, that is, being with Him in eternity. That they
may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and T in You, that they
also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.
The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they
may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they
may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent
Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. Father, I desire that
they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where T am, so that
they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me
before the foundation of the world"(John 17:21-24).

6od planted a vine for His people. He watches over its growth
with precision. He removes the branches that bear no fruit. He
prunes and promotes the growth of those branches that bear fruit.
God put Himself in the vine. Union with Christ is union with God. God
is the divine vinedresser and Jesus is the true vine. Christians are
the true vine branches. The vinedresser will take away those who do
not thrive and grow on the vine. If you abide truly in Christ, through
the cross, you will bear fruit and experience the glory of God's grace
in eternal life.
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