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(D Next Sunday s Message By Rev. Kim, Sung Kwan ©

THE TEMPORAL AND
THE ETERNAL

(2 Corinthians 5:1-10)

oday’ s message is a real eve opener! It totally contradicts
T the current Christian movement with its strong emphasis
on the temporal things of this world. Anyone with
understanding knows from the newspapers, radio, television,
and global computer communications that people all over the
world seek to find answers to their problems through worldly
means. Even Christians keep the eternal at a distance in favor
of God' s material blessings. The huge outcome of this mistake
has produced a way of thinking and living far from the truth.
What is the truth? The truth is that from the day we are
bom or more specifically from the moment we are conceived,
our outer self begins 1o die. As Christians, our inner self is
renewed daily through our faith in Christ by the Holy Spirit.
The sufferings and hardships of our Christian life are ‘light

afflictions that produce eternal glory (2 Cor. 4:17). They are literully weightless
in comparison to eternal measures, True Christians think and live for the things
which are not seen, not for the things which are seen. In other words, we live
for the eternal not the temporal.

Tempaoral things are worldly things - things that are made to last for a
specified period of time. Our human bodies, homes and businesses, mountains
and trees, political governments, etc-- are all temporal things, Eternal things are
holy - they last forever. Heaven, our resurrected bodies, the truth, the Word of
God, God the Father, Son, and Spirit are all eternal. Everything associated with
the eternal relates directly to God and is sightless to our human eyes. That s
right - our eyes cannot see eternal things, To live for the eternal requires faith in
Jesus Christ, Faith in Christ is the only means of attaining the righteousness of
God and His eternal blessings. To know Christ is to know the eternal!

Now comes an important question! At this very moment, are you
groaning to be with God in heaven? The question shouldn' t focus on whether
we look forward to heaven but rather il our hearts express a deep pain right
now to be present with God, If our answer is yes, then the Bible affirms that we
know Christ. If our answer is no, then the Bible also affirms that we don' ¢
know Christ and our faith needs 1o be strengthened by the Word of God. The
Bible really challenges us on this issue. Paul, a true Christian and apostle of
Jesus Christ, reveals the clear distinction between the temporal and the eternal
in his second letter to the Corinthians. He gives us the whole picture of a true
Christian heart.

He begins, "For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is
torn dowr, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens” (vs. 1). Wow! Paul really knows how to express things! He
describes our earthly bodies as tents - temporary shelters. As Christians, when
our human bodies die, we know that God has permanent bodies for us in
. Permanent bodies are eternal bodies.

heaven They are the most perfect,

beautiful, incredible and totally awesome bodies we can have. Our current

bodies are nothing compared to our heavenly bodies. Our current earthly
dwelling is also nothing compared to our heavenly dwelling. Heaven is the
greatest place that exists. Our human hodies and this world are cursed by sin.
Heaven and our heavenly bodies have no sin. They are holy, pure, and
eternally glorious.

The Word of God tells us,

10 be clothed with our dwelling from heaven, masmuch as we, having put it on,

“For indeed in this house we groan, longing

will not be found naked” (vss, 2-3). Christians groan for their eternal

resurrection body. Our carthly bodies and lite bring many burdens. Our eternal
and life have no burdens.

hadies True Christians really yearn to be clothed

eternally. [n Christ we will not be naked before God because everyone in Christ
is clothed with Christ (Gal. 3:27). In Christ our clothing takes away mortality

and replaces it with eternal life (vs, ).
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This is some really powerful stuff. It s important that we grasp the very
ature of its meaning. Our human bodies are the temple of the Lord. The Word
of God became flesh so that we could receive this grace upon grace (John 1:14
& 16). Without Christ our inner sell is naked, sinful and unprotected. Just as we
wear clothes now o cover our outer body for protection, faith in Christ covers
our inner self. Without clothes to protect our body, we become subject o all the
earthly elements (wind, snow, rain, heat, cold, and etc.). Without Christ in our
heart, we become subject to all the evil elements of sin (Satan, his demons,
worldly desires, deceit, lies, and etc.). In both situations, the bottom line is
death. In the latter situation, death becomes an eternal punishment.

Jesus said he would rebuild the temple of Jerusalem, which took the
Israelites over [orty-six years to build, in three days (Mat. 26:61 & John 2:20). He
was referring to His body, not the temple building itself. His resurrection on the
third day following His death provides those wha believe in Him with eternal
clothing. This supernatural clothing gives us spiritual bodies that are eternal.
Christians will not be disembodied but fully embodied! Jesus redeemed us
through His death. Our mortal bodies will be transformed into eternal bodies
because of God' s amazing grace!

As Christians, we die to ourselves in Christ. God' s grace works through
our faith in Christ. Our will and way is replaced with His will and way. We seel
to please, worship, and praise Him because we know Him. We know how
great, how good, how almighty, and how sovereign God is. We know that God
is indeed God!

Who worked out this plan of life? "Now He who prepared us for this
very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge” (vs. 3). God
designed our life just this way. The proof is found in the Holy Spirit, which is
God' s guarantee, His deposit for our future. For we know that while we are in
our earthly bodies we are absent from the Lord (vs. 6). How do we know this -
“for we walk by faith, not by sight” (vs. 7). Though Christ is not visibly present
today, we live by faith in the reality of His presence with us and the certainty of
all the promises concerning our future.

Just as Abraham lived by faith, we as his sons should live by the same
faith (Heb, 11:9; Gal. 3:7-9), Abraham’ s faith led him on incredible journeys. He
wasn' € able to see the blessings ahead but his heart knew God and stayed
focused on the etermnal, not the temporal. Our faith also needs to reflect our
heart, "we are of good courage, [ say, and prefer rather to be absent from the
body and to be at home with the Lord” (vs. 8). Yes! Here is our heart! All
Christians prefer to be home with the Lord instead of present with their
temporary bodies! No matter if we are here or there, our desire is to please Gaod
(vs. 9),

Keep in mind the final moment when every human being must face,
“For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that each one
may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad” (vs. 10). The necessity to be clothed in Christ is
paramount. Only God is sinless. Everyone else has sin and the consequences of
sin is death. In order for us to stand with confidence before the judgement seat,
in order 1o be free of sin, we must have faith in Jesus. He alone forgives all our
sins.

It' 5 only when we live by [aith that we can envision the Heavenly City
and our Heavenly Home in our Heavenly bodies. When we live by sight
everything passes away; it s all temporary and decaying. The Scriptures clearly
tells us to stop looking to the world and start living for heaven. Knowing that
our eternal home is being with the Lord in heaven and that our present living
conditions are just temporary, doesn’ t this make your heart groan for the day
whien we will receive our permanent dwelling and body from God? Our aim to
please Him and our goal to be with Him can be accomplished in Christ. Faith,
my Christian friends, in the unseen workings of God is the only key 1o leaving
the temporal and entering the eternal.

To live for the eternal is to groan to be with God. [t means recognizing
that this world and everything in it is only temporary; it holds no real value in
and of itself. There are no real treasures here on earth. Our time here is meant
to reconcile others to God for His glory and pleasure. Our treasures are awaiting
us in heaven. Let s not be fooled into thinking that material blessings, success,
and fame have any value. They don’ t! They really don’ t!!!

Let' s refrain from giving any time to (hc_w time wasters! They all lead
down the road to death. They are temporary pleasures that detour our inner self
towards eternal fire. Let s live our life for the eternal by spending time on things
that will count for something, that have weight, that will make God happy. To
know what those things are, we must listen to His voice. We must pray,
meditate and study His Weord in order to hear the Holy Spirit’ s directions, We
need to learn and discipline ourselves to always listen, follow and obey His will

and way, so that our life will be eternal.
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