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n the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came down from heaven to
dwell within believers. This miraculous event was the start of the
Church. Jesus promised His people, after His resurrection and before His
ascension, that the Holy Spirit would come. He said. “for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now"(Ac. 1:5). Even before His crucifixion, Jesus said. “I will ask the
Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you
forever; -+ But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that |
said to you”(Jn. 14:16,26). The wonderful Holy Spirit comes to us through
the power of God and Jesus. For Jesus also said. “But | tell you the truth, it
is to your advantage that | go away; for if | do not go away, the Helper will
not come to you; but if | go, | will send Him to you"(Jn. 16:7). Immediately
following the Holy Spirit’s coming, Peter gave a sermon using Joel's
prophecy(Joel 2:28~32) to those around him who did not recognize the
work of the Holy Spirit. “’AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS," God says,
‘THAT | WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; AND YOUR
SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, AND YOUR YOUNG
MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM
DREAMS' “(Ac. 2:17). You and | are living in the last days, and as believers
we receive the Holy Spirit through our faith in Jesus Christ. Today is
Pentecost Sunday, What does celebrating Pentecost mean to you?
Celebrating Pentecost means being thankful for the new life given to you
by the Holy Spirit. The Bible says. "for if you are living according to the
flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds
of the body, you will live: For all who are being led by the Spirit of Ged,
these are sons of God”(Rom, 8:13~14). Living by the Holy Spirit makes you
a child of God, who cannot die. If you live by your own spirit, you will surely
face eternal death: The first one hundred and twenty recipients of the Holy
Spirit on the day of Pentecost had dramatic results of their new lives in
Christ. Paul explained. “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come”(2
Cor. 5:17). All your education and life experiences need to be controlled by
the Holy Spirit. You cannot let your heart or mind rule your life. So often
people say ‘Think about it" when in fact they should say, ‘Pray about it.” The
Holy Spirit changes your life: Galatians 5:16~18 say. “But | say, walk by the
Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets
its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you
please. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.” The
Holy Spirit, not the Law, sanctifies you. Your sinful nature is received at
birth and is never eradicated in this life, but it can be controlled by the
Spirit. The Holy Spirit in your heart allows you to call the Creator God
"Abba! Father!"(Gal. 4:6). "For you have not received a spirit of slavery
leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by
which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”(Rom. 8:15). Do you have that kind of
excitement in your heart? The Bible says. “and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God. However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. If Christ is in you, though the
bedy is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of
righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life
to your rortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you"(Rom. 8:8~11).
Your spirit depends on God’s Holy Spirit. “You hide Your face, they are
dismayed; You take away their spirit, they expire And return to their dust.
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"ifor if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. “*For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. -+ “and if children, heirs
also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

(Romans 8:13~17) '

You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; And You renew the face of the |
ground”(Ps. 104:29~30).- From the beginning, the Holy Spirit moved. “The |
earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the
deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the
waters”(Gen. 1:2). Let the Holy Spirit move into you and create.in you new
life by your faith in Jesus Christ.

Celebrating Pentecost means being thankful for the power given to you
by the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised. “but you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit -has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of
the earth”(Ac. 1:8). The Holy Spirit empowers us to live the Christian life.
He enables us to obey God’s will, and He equips us to do God's work. His
mission and testimony come from God. “When the Helper comes, whom |
will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds
from the Father, He will testify about Me” (Jn. 15:26). Whatever is dead in
you, the Holy Spirit replaces it with new life. Jesus said concerning the
Holy Spirit's amazing power. “And He, when He comes, will convict the
world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin,
because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because
| go to the Father and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment,
because the ruler of this world has been judged”(Jn. 16:8~11). The
primitive church had this power. They prayed. “And now, Lord, take note of
their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with
all confidence, while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders
take place through the name of Your holy servant Jesus”(Ac. 4:29~30). God
answered their prayers. “And when they had prayed, the place where they
had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak the ward of God with baldness”(Ac. 4:31). Amen.

Celebrating Pentecost means being thankful for the knowledge given to
you that the Holy Spirit only comes by faith. As a Christian, you follow the
way of the cross, which invelves suffering and persecution. Only by faith
can you withstand and persevere. Step by step we walk in faith here on
this earth, knowing that God is our Mighty Father, and Christ our Mighty
Savior, and the Holy Spirit our Mighty Counselor. “The Spirit Himself
testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs
also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him
so that we may also be glorified with Him”(Rom. 8:16~17). Through faith,
your name and my name is included in Matthew 1:1, the record of the
genealogy of Jesus. Galatians 3:8~9 say. "The Scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to
Abraham, saying, ‘ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU." So then
those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.” Jesus said.
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his
cross and follow Me"(Mt. 16:24). The Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to
do this. The werld, unbelievers, cannot receive the Holy Spirit. “that is the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see
Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will
be in you"(Jn. 14:17). This is God's grace, so that we do not live by our
own will, but by His will. The Holy Spirit strengthens our faith, and makes it
possible for us to sing as long as we live. “Let sinners be consumed from
the earth And let the wicked be no more. Bless the LORD, © my soul.
Praise the Lord!"(Ps. 104:35).

My dear friends, please celebrate this Pentecost Sunday with a
thanksgiving heart for the Holy Spirit giving you new life, amazing power,
and the wonderful truth of saving faith. Practice your faith: deny yourself,
take your cross, and follow Jesus. Amen. g
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