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IN THE BEGINNING AND BEFORE

(Genesis 1:1)

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

‘ x Tho can say that they' ve started or begun

something new? No one, but God! Since the
creation of the heavens and the earth, there s nothing
new or just beginning. Indeed, people throughout
history have vainly tried to take credit for "new”
things, but all they’ ve done is rearrange or discover
the things that God has already created. How do we
know this? There s only one book that can take us to
the beginning of things and before. That book is the
Bible. Only the Bible can bring us to the beginning
and eternity. It opens with the words, “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth”.
Humans cannot figure out or know about the things
that did not exist before existing came into being. The
Bible alone brings us to that place, "By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word
of God, so that what is seen was not made out of
things which are visible” (Heb. 11:3). By faith the
Bible gives us understanding and carries us to the
beginning and before. Isn' t that wonderful?

Today' s Bible verse is truly a special key that
opens up the whole Bible. It not only brings us to the
beginning of the creation of the heavens and the earth,
but it delivers truth. Its truth carries us even further
back than in the beginning. The religion which this
Bible speaks of tells us of God' s authority, “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
God did the creating, not humans. God is sovereign,
not us. God is eternal. He existed before “in the
beginning”. Moses acknowledged the eternality of
God when he wrote, “Before the mountains were
born or You gave birth to the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God”
(Ps. 90:2). Amen. God' s presence and power was
before the beginning. His amazing power created this
earth and the heavens.

The eternal Spirit, the Holy Spirit, existed before
the beginning of creation. Hebrews 9:14 tells us,
"How much more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?" The Holy Spirit is
eternal. His presence and power turns us from sinners
to God' s people. His power not only created this
earth, but in His wisdom found a way to make us
God' s people.

Before the beginning, the presence and power of
Jesus infinitely lived. The Bible tells us, “All who
dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose
name has not been written from the foundation of the
world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been
slain” (Rv. 13:8). The Lamb of God wrote the book of
life. The writing of the names in the book of life
before the foundation of the world verifies Jesus'
power and purpose. ‘He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and

blameless before Him" (Eph. 1:4). Already Jesus
thought about salvation, "Then the King will say to
those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world” (Mt. 25:34). Amen. Not
only was Jesus and His plan of salvation before the
beginning, but also a great kingdom.

What was before the beginning? The Bible tells us
that God, the Holy Spirit, and the lovely Lamb of God
were before the beginning. They made a great
kingdom and a way to cleanse us from our sin. That s
the purpose of our God. That s God' s vision before
the beginning. This is what the Bible tells us is our
religion. Indeed, the Bible is God' s religion. We
cannot catch God. We cannot anticipate God' s
direction. We cannot take God by surprise. God acted
first. He was in the beginning before humans existed.
He voluntarily created the heavens and the earth. He
made humans in His image for His glory (see Isa.
43:7). He told us everything through His Word and
the prophets of old. What did He want us to know?
God wants us to know that in these last days. He “has
spoke to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the world" (Heb.
1:2). Amen. He desires for us to understand that Jesus
is the center. He made every man and woman. He
wants (o save all mankind from sin, which is why
Jesus Christ came to this earth. God provided the way
for eternal life. He visited His own people and
redeemed them. God talked, created, and finished His
work before the beginning. That' s what our Bible
tells us is the central message.

A lot of people think that God and salvation are
man made innovations. The history of Christianity
starts with Jesus Christ, not man. That' s why God
actually tells us what He did. That' s why God did
what He did. That' s why God put into practice
salvation through Jesus Christ. God talked and
practiced through Christ. Listen to His Word, “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came into being through Him, and
apart from Him nothing came into being that has
come into being” (Jn. 1:1-3). Christ was active in the
work of creation for a reason, "But as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His
name” (Jn. 1:12). Amen. God, not man, provided
salvation, "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He
has visited us and accomplished redemption for His
people, And has raised up a hom of salvation for us in
the house of David His servant as He spoke by the
mouth of His holy prophets from of old, Salvation
from our enemies, and from the hand of all who hate
us’ (Lk. 1:68-71). God did something, not man.

Salvation is not a holy tale or a simple religious

vision. It is the origin of religion. It is the Gospel. My
dear friends, salvation is the Good News. Amen! “For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). This is what
God did. God sent Jesus so that “He who believe in
the Son has etemal life, but he who does not obey the
Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on
him" (Jn. 3:36). Paul said that this is the Gospel of
God which represents His Son, “For He rescued us
from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:13-14).
He further adds, “For it was the Father' s good
pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, and
through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having
made peace through the blood of His cross; through
Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in
heaven” (Col. 1:19-20). Christ is the remedy for
alienation from God. He is the only way, God' s way,
of salvation. That' s why Paul includes everything in
his greeting, “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus,
called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
which He promised beforehand through His prophets
in the holy Scriptures, concerning His Son, who was
born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,
wha was declared the Son of God with power by the
resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of
holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rm. 1:1-4). God, the
Haoly Spirit, and Jesus are all there, Amen.

Christians cannot claim any credit for what they'
ve done or do. They can only tell of God s creation
and plan. He sent His Son and did everything. That' s
why God asks us to proclaim this Gospel. We cannot
make our own kingdom. God talked, created, and
practiced salvation. He asks us only to witness this
principle. His Gospel. That' s our Lord! That s God
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Aren’t you happy?
How could you ever know of what was in the
beginning and before? You can only travel there with
faith. God did everything. Why should you worry?
Before creation God was there, the Holy Spirit was
there, and Jesus was there. Their love was in the
beginning and before. They already prepared a
heavenly kingdom for you. Why worry? God has
done everything. All we have to do is proclaim. That
s His glory. Let us pray, “Lord give me the faith to
accept and practice your Word.” Let' s start the year of
2002 the right way, with a clear understanding of
Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created the
heavens and earth”. Accept His Word by total faith.
God loves you. He gave His Son for you. He gives
His Holy Spirit to dwell in each and every believer.
Do not be afraid or fear. Glorify the Lord with your
faith. ¢
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