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Sermon for next week

HE’S NOT HERE

“And Enoch walke& with God; and he was not, for God took him.” (Genesis 5:24).

hy isn' t Enoch here? He's not here because God took him.

Why did God take him? God took him because he walked with
Him. This powerful Old Testament verse gives us spiritual insight
into the all-important purpose of faith. However, before we consider
it, we need to overview chapters four and five of Genesis, where the
beginnings of civilization, in general, and the genealogy of Adam, in
particular, reveal some astonishing facts. As you know, God created
and blessed' Adam and Eve, but their disobedience against God's
Word led to sin entering the human race and the world in general. Tt
is a sad story in human history, but amazingly one that also has within
it a story of hope.

After Adam and Eve left the Garden of Eden, they had two sons,
Cain and Abel (4:1-2). The story of Cain and Abel is also quite sad
because Cain kills his brother Abel(4:8). The Bible records Cain s
descendants: Enoch, Irad, Mehujael, Methushael, and Lamech (4:17-
18). So, from Adam to Cain fo Lamech are seven generations.
Lamech'’ s biblical portion informs us of how the nature of sin rapidly
progressed, for he not only killed a man for wounding him, but he also
killed a boy for striking him (4:23). If that's not enough, he also
boasted that if anyone should try to avenge the murders he would
take care of himself seventy-sevenfold without any help from God,
such as Cain received (4:24). Cain' s descendants were very sinful
people.

In place of Abel, God blessed Adam and Eve with another son,
Seth(4:25). The Bible records Seth’s descendants: Enosh, Kenan,
Mahalalel, Jared, and Enoch (5:3-18). So, from Adam to Seth to
Enoch are seven generations. The sad story of the sinfulness of Cain’
s descendants gives way to God' s merciful relation with Adam
through Seth. It's important to note that when Enosh was born,
‘men began to call upon the name of the Lord" (4:26). By the time of
Enoch, we can clearly see that Seth' s descendants believe and rely on
the Lord for their salvation. God' s grace continues through Adam's
seed. Indeed, "Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took
him" (5:24). This is God' s amazing grace! God gave His people hope in
the hopeless situation outside of the Garden of Eden.

Enoch lived to be 365 years old (5:23) before God took him. When
he was 65 years old, he became the father of Methuselah (5:21).
Methuselah lived to be 969 years old (5:27). He was blessed with the
best earthly father. For more than 650 years, he was able to spread
the good news that his father didn' t die because God fook him. The
Bible goes on to tells us that Methuselah, at the age of 187, became
the father of Lamech (5:26), and Lamech, at the age of 182, became
the father of Noah. Although Noah was born after Enoch was taken,
he heard the news of his great grandfather (Enoch) from his
grandfather (Methuselah) for 600 years.

This wonderful news in the Old Testament is also repeated in the
New Testament. The author of Hebrews tells us, “By faith Enoch was
taken up so that he would not see death; and he was not found
because God teok him up; for he obtained the witness that before his
being taken up he was pleasing to God. And without faith it is

impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that
He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him" (11:5&6).
Why is this a key point? Enoch lived by faith. There is hope in
Genesis 4 and 5 because people lived by faith. Adam' s descendants
from Seth o Enoch, and from Enoch to Noah were godly people.

What is your faith like? Let me tell you straight away. If you dorit
walk with God, you don' t have faith. Even if you practice the
Christian faith your way, but don't walk with God, your will is not
God' s order. Many people cry out that they go to church, tithe, pray,
faithfully exercise the Ten Commandments, and so on. But are they
really hearing the Word of God? Enoch heard God s Word, and he
listened. He walked with God. As such, to walk with God you must
have faith. Whoever practices real faith has the Bible, and inside
their hearts the Holy Spirit abides with them. If you don' t walk with
God, then you have no faith, no life.

Even Jesus' half brother, Jude, referred to Enoch in his writing
about false teachers, “And it was also about these men that Enoch, in
the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, ‘Behold, the
Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, to execute judgment
upon all, and to convict all the ungedly of all their ungodly deeds which
they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him'" (vv. 144&15). Enoch
preached to the people of his day that they had to live with God.
Enoch had victory. He was a converted man. Jesus tells us, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God'(Jn 3:3). Enoch was born again.
Paul tells us in his letter to the Romans, “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith: as it is writfen,
‘But the righteous man shall live by faith' (v, 16417). Only faith in
the Word of God carries us up and beyond. Only faith in the Word of
God makes us righteous. Our will and our way lead us down into
darkness. We have to walk with the Holy Spirit. The Word of God
has to live in our hearts. We have to obey.

Soon, people are going to say that because of the grace of God
Sung is not here because God took him. Do you know that because of
the grace of God, because you keep practicing the Word of God, keep
obeying the Holy Spirit, wanting to go with God, wanting to walk with
God that someday you will not be here because God is going to take
you? We find hope in the story of Enoch. “Enoch walked with God;
and he was not, for God took him’(6n 5:24). The term ‘walk with
God' means not by your will, but by God s Word, His will. The Old and
New Testaments verify that Enoch lived by faith. The story of his

- heavenly ascension shows us the beautiful outcome of walking with

God.

My friend, in this sinful world there is Good News, which is the
Gospel. This is God' s gracel If you accept it and simply obey, like
Enoch, then truly some day you are not going to be here because God
is going to take you.Hd !
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