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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE LORD IS MY BANNER

®Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim. .
S0 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for us and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will station
myself on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” - "> Moses built an altar and named it
The LORD is My Banner; "and he said, “The LORD has sworn; the LORD will have war against
Amalek from generation to generation.” (Exodus 17:8~16)

he Israelites crossed the Red Sea with God as their banner.

Their Egyptian enemy was completely destroyed by the very
waters that saved them. As such, they rejoiced and sang, “The
Lord is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation;
This is my God, and | will praise Him; My father's God, and | will
extol Him. The Lord is a warrior; The Lord is His name."(Ex.
15:2&3) God not only saved them from certain death, but even
provided them with manna from heaven. Their energy was
refreshed over their great victory. Unfortunately, whenever our
spiritual lives are renewed trouble comes again. This is the
Christian life as stated by Jesus, “In the world you have
tribulation, but take courage; | have overcome the world.”(Jn.
16:33) The tribe of Amalek began attacking Israel from the rear,
assaulting the stragglers. They knew that the Israelites’ strength
was in God, not in material weapons or military experience. As
such, they were determined to defeat and kill every last one of
them. Moses told Joshua, “Choose men for us and go out, fight
against Amalek. Tomorrow | will station myself on the top of the
hill with the staff of God in my hand.”(v. 9) From a worldly
perspective this does not make sense. Joshua's leader was telling
him to use untrained men as soldiers to fight trained soldiers, and
that he himself was going to be a distance away, safely observing
the battle from a hilltop with only a stick. Indeed, without faith
one cannot move because the ways of God are too mysterious
for human understanding.

My dear friend, we are in a battle. Too many Christians and
churches have the wrong idea concerning the work of Christians
and churches. Our church is not here just to preach and teach and
join together in happiness. Today's sermon may be great and the
music may be heavenly but we are not here just to have a good
time. We are not here to raise money for the poor or run
fascinating spiritual programs. We are here to do battle with the
enemy! Eternal issues are at stake. Our spiritual souls hang in the
balance. Our standards of righteousness are being compromised
and we need to fight the good fight. We need a firm spiritual
foundation, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of
His might. Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to
stand firm against the schemes of the devil.”(Eph. 6:10&11)
Every Christian and every church needs Jesus Christ. He is our
weapon against the enemy; He is “the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes---."(Rom. 1:16) The Bible clearly tells us

that "greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world."(1
Jn. 4:4) Jesus gives to us the power of His Holy Spirit, "but
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing
that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.”(1 Cor. 15:57&58)

My dear friend, we may become weary in battle. Moses' hands
became tired.(v. 12) His hands were |srael's secret weapon
against their war with Amalek. He held up his hands for Israel as
best he could. Whenever his hands were up Israel prevailed, but
whenever his hands came down Israel failed. God’s servant
became tired, and the enemy took advantage of it. Your senior
pastor sometimes gets tired from preaching, ministry work, long
hours of study, family conflicts, spiritual encounters, and so on.
Each of us fights fatigue in this life. It is part of the battle. What
can we do to win in our weak times? How can we have victory
when we are tired?

My dear friend, we can help hold the hands of those who are
weary together. Aaron and Hur found a stone for Moses to sit and
rest on, and they “supported his hands, one on one side and one
on the other. Thus his hands were steady until the sun set.”(v. 12)
We can help each other in times of need by praying, refusing to
criticize, and encouraging one another. We can help by joining
together to win people to Christ and faithfully worshipping with
one another.

Jesus Christ is the living Son of God. We must confess this
truth, for Jesus said from that confession He will build His
church. After Joshua won the battle against Amalek, God told
Moses, "Write this in a book as a memorial and recite it to
Joshua, that | will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from
under heaven.”(v. 14) God also said that He is going to wipe out
death and Hades forever, "Then death and Hades were thrown
into the lake of fire.”(Rev. 20:14) If we truthfully declare that
Jesus Christ is our Lord, the living Son of God, then we will win,
QOur victory is assured through our faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus
said, "These things | have spoken to you, so that'in Me you may
have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; |
have overcome the world."(Jn. 16:33) | hope you have His peace,
so that you can have victory over life's battles. Moses built an
altar and named it, "The Lord is My Banner.”(v. 15) Is the Lord
really your banner? If so, then you will have victory! b
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