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Sermon for next week

WHEN
JESUS
CALLS

“.--(17)He said to him the
third time, “Simon, [son]
of John, do you love
Me?” Peter was grieved
because He said to him
the third time, “Do you
love Me?” And he said to
Him, “Lord, You know all
things; You know that I
love You.” Jesus said to
him, “Tend My sheep.
(18)"Truly, truly, I say to
you, when you were
younger, you used to gird
yourself, and walk
wherever you wished; but
when you grow old, you
will stretch out your
hands, and someone else
will gird you, and bring
you where you do not
wish to [go.”] -7

(John 21:11-19)

Sermon for next week

fter Jesus' temptation in the wilderness, He

began His gospel ministry. One of the first
people He called to Himself was Peter, “Now as Jesus
was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two
brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were
fishermen. And He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and |
will make you fishers of men’ " (Mt. 4:18&19). Jesus
called, and Peter and his brother listened. They left
their boat, and followed Jesus for three years. During
that time, they experienced many amazing situations.
Peter, in particular, walked on water, healed sick
people, fed thousands of people with a few loaves of
bread and fish, saw Lazarus rise from the dead,
witnessed Jesus' transfiguration in the presence of
Moses and Elijah, and even directly heard God' s voice
from heaven. He got a glimpse of the majesty and
power of the Kingdom of God because Jesus called
him and he answered the call.

Prior to his own death by crucifixion, Peter recounted
and confirmed the truth of the Old Testament
prophecies he witnessed concerning the
transfiguration of Jesus Christ, “And | will also be
diligent that at any time after my departure you will be
able to call these things to mind. For we did not follow
cleverly devised tales when we made known to you
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He
received honor and glory from God the Father, such an
utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic
Glory, ‘This is My beloved Son with whom | am well-
pleased’ —and we ourselves heard this utterance made
from heaven when we were with Him on the holy
mountain. So we have the prophetic word made more
sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and
the morning star arises in your hearts” (2 Pst. 1:15-19).
Can you feel the assurance in Peter s story? Aren’ t
you glad he answered Jesus' call? For Peter’ s
testimony of the transfiguration gives us a preview of
Jesus' coming kingdom. It serves as a lamp to guide
us until Jesus’ return.

After being called by Jesus, Peter’s life wasn’t
sinless and perfect. He made a lot of mistakes. There
were times when he doubted his Master, disagreed
with the cross, and even denied (3 times) knowing
Jesus. Indeed, some of his actions were quite terrible.
But the resurrected Jesus went to the sea and called
Peter. He prepared him breakfast, fed him, and then
asked him (3 times)- “Do you love Me?" Jesus’
earnestly wanted to see Peter. The angel at His tomb
told the women there, “go, tell His disciples and

Peter” to meet Him in Galilee. Jesus still loved Peter.

Jesus still called Peter. He knew from the beginning
that Peter would fail in the practice of his faith. He
knew Peter would fail the upcoming tests he had to
face. Yet, the eternal love of Jesus Christ prayed for
him, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded
permission to sift you like wheat; but | have prayed for
you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once
you have turned again, strengthen your brothers” (Lk.
22:31&32). Jesus even told Peter, “Peter, the rooster

will not crow today until you have denied three times
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that you know Me” (Lk. 22:34).

Until meeting the resurrected Jesus Christ here in
John 21, Peter had felt downright miserable. His heart
was sad and empty because he denied His Master.
Even though his Master achieved victory in His
resurrection, Peter was still disheartened. He just
went back to his old ways of catching fish. For three
years, he had left his old job behind, now he is back on
a boat. He has been fishing all night, and yet the boat
is still empty. He' s tired and frustrated. As morning
breaks, his Master comes to visit him. Jesus tells him
where to catch fish, and He even makes him
breakfast. During the conversation at this morning
meal, Jesus calls, “Simon, son of John, do you love
Me?" He's telling Peter He knows he failed, but He' s
also asking him if he still loves Him.

My dear friend, have you failed Jesus? If you have,
Jesus is asking you, “Do you still love Me?” What a
wonderful question! Peter responded, “Yes, Lord; You
know that | love You.” Jesus then said, “Tend My
lambs.” He gave Peter a magnificent privilege, a
special job. He told him to look after something that
didn’ t belong to him, but solely to the Son of God. He
asked Peter again, “Do you love Me?” And again,
Peter said, “Yes, Lord; You know that | love You.”
Jesus responded, “Shepherd My sheep.” How much
value do His sheep have? Each one is worth more
than this earth. Jesus gave Peter the superb task of
leading His people. Jesus asked a third time, and
Peter responded a third time, and Jesus said, “Tend
My sheep.” Here is the principle. If you love Jesus,
then you have to take care of His people, what belongs
to Him, not you. You' ve got to shepherd His precious
and priceless people. You' ve got to tend to His
business, not yours. This work is for His glory, not
yours. It is a selfless responsibility, not a selfish duty.

The guestion comes, “How far do Christians need to
go in practicing this principle?” Without doubt, this
privilege comes with a high price. Jesus told Peter,
“Truly, truly, | say to you, when you were younger, you
used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished;
but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands
and someone else will gird you, and bring you where
you do not wish to go”(v. 18). In other words, you
have to deny yourself, and by faith follow the cross.
The way is narrow, and includes much persecution,
suffering, and hardship. But Peter reminds us, “do not
let this one fact escape your notice; beloved, that with
the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years like one day”(2 Peter 3:8), God does
not view time as we do. We need to lock at our future
with eternal perspectives. Peter saw life in this way,
“But according to His promise we are looking for new
heavens and a new earth, in which rightecusness
dwells” (2 Pet. 3:13). Peter sought eternal things. He
truly had hope. His life was based upon Jesus' call,
whose love is forever.

My dear friend, just as Jesus sought and called
Peter, He now seeks and calls you. He loves you. He
wants to know if you love Him. How are you going to
answer His call? Are you willing to tend and shepherd
His flock? He's calling you today, right now! Please
open your heart, and follow Him in faith. &
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