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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak
on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to
come. ""He shall glorify Me; for He shall take of Mine, and shall disclose [it] to you."”All things that
the Father has are Mine; therefore I said, that He takes of Mine, and will disclose [it] to you.
(John 16:13-15)

he ministry of the Holy Spirit is a wondrous and amazing

experience. Since God is three persons, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, He is one person of the Trinity. He is a promised gift from
the Lord God to anyone who repents and baptizes themselves in
the name of Jesus Christ (see Acts 2:38-39). Peter had first
handed knowledge of God's worldwide gift to believers. He not
only received it, but also witnessed its delivery to Jews and
Gentiles (see Acts 11:17). The presence and power of the Holy
Spirit in the hearts of believers is a very important gift from God.
Jesus specificaily told Nicodemus, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God"(Jn. 3:5). He also told the woman at the well,
"God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit
and truth”(Jn. 4:24). Believers greatly need the Holy Spirit.
Through our faith in Jesus Christ, He unites us with God, "for
through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the
Father”(Eph. 2:18). Jesus lives in our hearts because of the Holy
Spirit, “By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us,
because He has given us of His Spirit"(1 Jn. 4:13). We cannot be
God's child without the gift of the Holy Spirit. We cannot worship,
understand, or even share the gospel without the ministry of the
Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit came down from heaven to enter
into your heart, which way did you receive Him?

Did you receive Him as a guest? Guests cannot control your
house; they are visitors. If the Holy Spirit is your guest, then He is
not your master. He can only do what you allow Him to do. Just as
when you have guests in your home or are a guest in someone
else’'s home, there are certain rules of conduct. As a guest, the
Holy Spirit will always be a gentleman, never abrupt or abusive.
He will accept your nice treatment and tolerate your bad behavior.
When you insult or ignore Him because of your anger, jealousy, or
own desires, He will remain quiet. A contradictory or confused
heart hurts Him deeply, "Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put
away from you, along with all malice”(Eph. 4:30-31). The Bible
says, "Do not quench the Spirit”(1 Thes. 5:19). Do you overpower
the Holy Spirit, so that He is unable to minister to you? How much
comfort and control do you really allow your guest?

Did you receive the Holy Spirit as a guide? John 16:8-11 says,
“And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin
and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do
not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because | go to

the Father and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment,
because the ruler of this world has been judged.” The Holy Spirit
wants to lead and guide you, "But when He, the Spirit of truth,
comes, He will guide you inte all the truth; for He will not speak
on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and
He will disclose to you what is to come”(Jn. 16:13). What a
blessing it is for those who die to themselves in order to let the
Holy Spirit control their lives, “for the Holy Spirit will teach you in
that very hour what you ought to say”(Lk. 12:12). The Bible says,
“For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of
God"(Rm. 8:14). Are you listening to the Holy Spirit? Matthew
6:24 reminds us that, “no one can serve two masters; for either
he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
Who guides your life?

Did you receive the Holy Spirit as a gift? When someone really
cares about you, he or she wants to give you a gift. They want to
express their love in a way that you can actually experience it.
God's love for you is great, as shown by His gift of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit also gives gifts. He gave the 120 people in Mark's
upper room the gift to speak in different languages. 1 Corinthians
12:8-11 says, “For to one is given the word of wisdom through
the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the
same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of
miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the
distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and
to another the interpretation of tongues.” What is your gift? If you
do not know, you need to find out. You need to start caring! If you
know, you need to use and appreciate it.

My dear friend, what kind of relationship do you have with the
Holy Spirit? Is He just a guest in your heart? Is He truly your
guide? Are you sincerely grateful for the wonderful gift God has
given you? Matthew 5:6 says, "Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” The Holy
Spirit wants to minister to you; He wants to give you everything
you need to live this short earthly life and eternal heavenly life.
“Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you
will receive, so that your joy may be made full”(Jn. 16:24), Even
though you have made mistakes, pray in the name of Jesus, so
that you can experience complete joy. Please wake-up and let the
Holy Spirit minister to you. Stop controlling things, and let Him
lead you. Let Him be the real gift God intended just for you. g
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