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Sermon for Next Sunda

'HOW CAN WE LIVE VICTORIOUSLY
IN THIS EVIL WORLD?

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
(Romans 12:2)

he Bible makes it quite clear that Christians should not conform

to this world because this world is not good. How should we
live then? Today's Bible verse instructs believers to be transformed
by the renewing of their minds. Ephesians 4:23 confirms the same
thing, “and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.” Our
minds need to be set on the things above in order to be renewed.
It's easy to get sidetracked when your mind is wrapped up in stupid,
earthly things, which most of us spend a great deal of time doing.
Too many of today’s Christians don't understand the importance of
renewing their minds by loving God and not being conformed to the
ways of this world. Let's look at some biblical reasons to motivate
us to stop focusing on earthly things and start concentrating on
heavenly things so that we can live victoriously in this evil world,

The world in which we live today is evil. It wasn't always evil.
When God created this earth He made everything good, like its light
(sun, moon, stars), vegetation, and animals (see Gen.
1:4,12,18,25,31). God specifically said that everything He made was
good. So, this world was originally very, very good in the eyes of
God. Sadly, the world lost its goodness and became evil through
man’s disobedience to God (Gen. 3:17~18). After Adam and Eve
disobeyed God the world was infected with sinfulness. Thankfully,
God provided a way to save us from sin. John the Baptist exclaimed
upon seeing Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world! “(Jn. 1:29). God sent His Son into this evil world to
save everyone who believes in Him. 1 Peter 1:5 assures believers
of God's salvation, “who are protected by the power of God through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” Christ's
sinlessness and sacrificial blood paid the price for our sins, “but
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the
blood of Christ”(1 Pet. 1:19). Jesus came the first time to save
sinners, and He will come again to judge sinners, “And He ordered
us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the
One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the
dead”(Ac. 10:42). God has chosen a day for Jesus to judge the
world, “because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world
in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having
furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead” (Ac. 17:31).
Judgment day is coming to make all things right, “And | saw the
dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the
book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were
written in the books, according to their deeds” (Rev. 20:12). Now is
the time for salvation, not later, “And if anyone's name was not
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of
fire"(Rev. 20:15).

Jesus Christ's death saves us from sin while we are still in this
evil world, “"who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue
us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and
Father”(Gal. 1:4). Right now is blessing time! Jesus died for our

sins, so that we could be righteous. God sent Himself so that we
could have a relationship with Him once again, “He will again have
compassion on us; He will tread our iniguities under foot. Yes, You
will cast all their sins Into the depths of the sea”(Mic. 7:19). Before
Jesus Christ, humanity was sentenced to eternal death, "And you
were dead in your trespasses and sin”(Eph. 2:1). God loves us so
much, "But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with
which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been
saved)” (Eph. 2:4~5). Jesus Christ’s death was a voluntary gift to us,
a gift not earned or even deserved. This world is a really bad place
right now, but God gives us Christ to make the sin in us go away,
“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him”(2 Cor. 5:21). Do
you believe it?

If you accept Jesus Christ’s death by faith and receive His
salvation it will lead to a life of constant struggle in this sinful and
evil world, but you don’t have to worry because life in this world is
very short and life in heaven is eternal. When Christ removes our
sins He changes our every nature, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new
things have come"(2 Cor. 5:17). Believers still live in a fallen world,
but it is our faith that leads us to victory. Things in this world will not
change until Jesus comes to reign forever and ever, “to whom be
the glory forevermore. Amen”(Gal. 1:5). If you stick with Jesus
Christ He will always lead you in any struggle, problem, or
temptation to a victorious life. With Christ in charge, your life will
always glorify God. Believers will live the eternal life, “And there will
no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a
lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine
them; and they will reign forever and ever”(Rev. 22:5). Faith in
Jesus leads you to the amazing place called heaven! Jesus prays for
you and me to be victorious, “l ask on their behalf; | do not ask on
behalf of the world, but of those whom You have given Me; for they
are Yours;" “| do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to
keep them from the evil one.” “For their sakes | sanctify Myself,
that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth”(Jn.
17:9,15,19). Through Christ we can live victoriously now and
forever. j

My dear friends, this world loves money, fame, and power, By
loving God through our faith in Christ these things cannot affect our
life. Loving God protects us from all the different worldly
philosophies of life. Although we are surrounded by evil God should
never be blamed for it. We are reaping the consequences of our
inherited and personal sin. In spite of all the evil that surrounds us
God is still our Father and He will fully protect us while we are in the
world and on our way out. We can live victoriously by not
conforming to this evil world. The victory is ours in Christ Jesus.
Amen. d
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