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=1 WHO LOVES JESUS MOST ?

“INow one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him. And He entered the Pharisee’s house, and reclined
[at the table. ""And behold, there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was
reclining [at the table] in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, “and standing behind

[Him] at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head,

and kissing His feet, and anointing them with the perfume.-" (Luke 7:36-42)

n today's Bible passage, we find three people, a Pharisee, a woman, and

Jesus Christ. Jesus is the focal point. The Pharisee invited Jesus to eat
with him at his home. This indicates that the Pharisee probably had a
certain amount of care, respect, and love for Jesus. The woman, a known
sinner in the city, also came to the Pharisee’s home, uninvited, to see
Jesus. She kneeled down, cried, wiped the tears that had fallen on Jesus’
feet with her hair, and kissed His feet while sprinkling them with
perfume. The Pharisee, a respectable man, who publicly invited Jesus to
his home because he thought He was a true prophet, started to change
his mind about Him when he saw this scene. Although the Pharisee
spoke no words, for he analyzed and criticized Jesus internally, Jesus
nonetheless answered him outwardly by saying, “Simon, | have
something to say to you". Simon responded, “Say it, Teacher”. His brisk
response and self-righteous attitude point toward a problem, a serious
problem that Jesus was about to address.

Jesus told Simon, “A moneylender had two debtors; one owed five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they were unable to repay, he
graciously forgave them both.” Jesus’ directed his talk toward debtors.
He did not speak about beautiful houses, health, family, success, or
respect. He did not talk about how to live the right way, or what to do in
order to have a beautiful life. Instead, he talked about debt. He was
illustrating a truth concerning all human beings. Every person is a debtor
to God. All peaple on this earth owe the Lord, and not one of them can
pay what they owe.

Sadly, some people, like the Pharisee, think they are rich. They believe
that their lifetime services within the church as a pastor, elder, deacon,
teacher, or member give them some kind of advantage over others. They
think that because they have always carefully lived doing good things that
this somehow takes care of their debt. Indeed, you never hear them
mention that they are a sinner who Jesus died to save. You never hear
them say that they cannot in anyway pay this debt. You never hear their
confessions because they are self-righteous. | do not care how much
good or how many miracles any person on this planet has performed,
they can never pay-off their debt to God. From birth, each individual is
indebted to God beyoend his or her means to repay. If you find yourself
rich in this way, you have a serious problem, for there is no amount of
self-effort or good will that can satisfy the debt you owe to the Lord God.

Jesus concluded His talk to Simon with a question, “So which of them
will love him more?” This question is so important. You are one of the
debtors. Do you love Jesus most? The simple fact is that those who
understand how much He has forgiven their sins are the ones who love
Him most. Those who love Him most realize how much He has done for
them. They appreciate, day by day, how much more they can love Him.
When you love the Lord, you understand the price of your sin and the
cost of forgiveness, and you love Him more. Do you have this kind of
heart? Most people pour out their thankfulness for things like, good jobs,
beautiful families, healthy bodies, and nice friends. They pray to God like
they love Him because He gave them a husband, wife, or child, or
blessed them with some kind of material thing. This is not the way.
What is important is how much you need the blood of Jesus Christ to
cleanse your sin. There is no possible way for you to wash away the
stains of sin, only Jesus Christ has the power to do this. Only His blood
can heal you.

A loving heart starts here, with sincere appreciation for God's grace.

The more you grow in His grace, the more you can feel His love, God
gave His only begotten Sen. The more you understand the serious
problem of your sinfulness, the utter destruction it causes, the more you
start to love the Lord. When you start loving the Lord, you greatly
appreciate how the blood of the Lamb brings you freedom, and you end
up loving Him more and more. The Pharisee thought keeping Moses’
Law, living his life for the church, working for the church, talking about the
Bible and helping sinners, and even figuring out who the sinners were
was good enough. However, Jesus knew better. He knew the Pharisee
and woman's hearts. He told Simon, there are two debtors, one big and
one small. Both cannot pay, but | graciously forgive both. Who loves me
more? The answer is the one who has the biggest debt. Simon did not
understand.

My dear friend, do you understand? Do you love Jesus? First thing, you
have to feel the gravity of your sinfulness. You have to know how terrible
your sins are. From there, you start having sincere appreciation to the
Lord. If you do not think you have any faults, or if you wonder whether
there is sin in your life, you are a hypocrite. Maybe people respect you,
but you have no conscience. Real sinners have a conscious. They cry out
to the Lord because they can't solve this problem. When they do, He can
humble them. Look at Paul, he was able to say, "For | am the least of the
apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the
church of God"(1 Cor. 15:9). From Saul the Pharisee to Paul the
Christian, he does not place himself high, but humbles himself. John
reminds us, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves
and the truth is not in us"(1 Jn. 1:8).

Many leaders within the Church claim to have no sin. It is a sad, sad
situation. Peter's confession highlights the significance of Christ's blood,
“knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver
or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of
Christ"(1 Pet. 1:18-19). Without the blood of Jesus Christ, you cannot
love God. If you say you love God without Jesus, you are liar. Whoever
has the blood loves Jesus. They love Him more and more. That is why
they listen to His teaching, believe He died on the cross, and believe in
the glory of the cross. That is how they become more like Jesus Christ.
He is the one who reveals God to man, and in Him is everything we
need, “that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in
love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of
understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is,
Christ Himself’ (Col. 2:2-3)

| ery out to you, please deny yourself and have absolute obedience to
Christ. All treasure is at the cross. There you will find resurrection, death,
and eternal life. “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep
seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on
earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When
Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him
in glory”(Col. 3:1-4). Amen. Let us conclude with Paul's thoughts about
himself at the end of his illustrious life, “It is a trustworthy statement,
deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, among whom | am foremost of all”(1 Tim. 1:15). Indeed, Paul
loved Jesus Christ most. f
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