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| Sermon for Next Sunday

ANGEL'S APPEARANCE TO JOSEPH

" Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. -“’And

Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took [her] as

his wife, “and kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.
(Matthew 1:18-25)

n amazing thing happened to Joseph before Christ's birth. An
Aangel of the Lord appeared te him in a dream. His life had taken
what seemed to him a turn for the worse. The woman he was
engaged to marry was pregnant, and he was not the father. Can you
imagine how much pain and suffering he experienced when he
found out that his beautiful bride, Mary, was having someone else’s
baby? As a believer, he turned to the Seriptures for help. Moses'
law made it impossible for him to take Mary for his wife.
Consequently, he considered sending her away secretly, so as not
to disgrace her (v. 19). Most men with his predicament would let
their anger and jealousy seek justice by having the woman stoned,
but Joseph was different. He was a kind and thoughtful man. The
Bible tells us he was a “righteous man” (v. 19). He knew the
seriousness of the situation and it was extremely troubling to him.
He went to bed suffering over it.

As Joseph tossed and turned in his sleep, an angel of the Lord
called out to him, "Joseph, son of David”. Joseph was not a rich or
powerful man, just a humble carpenter, but the angel referred to
him as the "son of David". This greeting from the angel signified a
very important message from heaven. The Israelites knew that the
promised Messiah had to come from the line of David, whose
kingdom and throne God established forever (2 Sam. 7:16). God's
great covenant with David ensured that his house, Kingdom, and
throne would be established forever (1 Ch. 17:14), and Jesus Christ
was the ultimate fulfillment of these promises (Lk. 1:31-33). God's
people waited over 700 years for His arrival. They knew that their
current king, Herod, was not a son of David. Joseph's lineage was
part of God's plan to fulfill the prophecies of old. Although he was
not the natural father, his marriage to Mary placed Jesus within
David's dynasty.

The angel of the Lord told Joseph, “do not be afraid to take Mary
as your wife” (v. 20). Joseph was definitely scared to marry her. The
Scriptures were quite clear about adultery. When Joseph was
seeking a solution, he could never have imagined her immaculate
conception, but God did. Mary was a descendant of the Levites. The
Messiah had to be a son of David. Joseph needed to take Mary for
his wife, not only to fulfill the prophecy concerning Jesus’
genealogy, but also His birthplace. Micah's prophecy stated that
Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, would be born in Bethlehem
(Mi. 6:2). The Roman government ordered a census, and everyone
had to register in their own city. Joseph resided in the city of
Nazareth, but he was of the house and family of David, so he

needed to register in Bethlehem (Lk. 2:4). God not only used Joseph
the son of David and Mary the virgin, but the Roman government to
perfectly set-up His will.

The angel of the Lord also told Joseph, “for the Child who has
been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit” (v. 20). Joseph
contemplated all the biblical angles in his effort to solve Mary's
sinfulness problem. He tried to come up with the very best solution,
but his answer was very different from God's answer. God revealed
that Mary's conception was not sinful, but holy. Her pregnancy was
not to bring death, but salvation. She was a blessing, not a curse.
The world was not to destroy her name, but glorify it. You can
imagine his relief at this news. He had it all wrong. His fiancee was
pure. She was carrying God's child. He was about to become the
earthly father of God's most wonderful Son, “She will bear a Son;
and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from
their sins” (v. 21). Joseph received the good news!

God's message from heaven to Joseph really happened, “Now all
this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet” (v. 22). The New Testament tells us, “And Joseph awoke
from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him,
and took Mary as his wife, but kept her a virgin until she gave birth
to a Son; and he called His name Jesus" (vv. 24&25), The Old
Testament prophesied, “Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear
a son, and she will call His name Immanuel” (Is. 7:14). Immanuel
means God with us. Mary was a virgin before she married Joseph,
and she remained a virgin until after Jesus was barn. Isaiah’s
prophecy foretold her virginity, so that at Christ's wonderful birth all
the Old Testament prophecies concerning it came to fruition. The
Savior of the world came just as God planned. He came to save
sinners. His birth gave the whole world the opportunity for new
birth.

My dear friends, when you come to the Lord with problems,
please do not try to solve them your way and in your time. The Lord
God will answer your prayers. He always brings the best messages.
Joseph's message from heaven came by an angel. His believing and
obeying turned his suffering into joy, made what seemed like a
curse to be a blessing, and changed his fear to peace. | do not know
what method God will use to deliver your good news, perhaps it will
be today's Christmas message. Like Joseph, | hope the Lord God
will appear to you this Christmas season and explain to you who
Jesus Christ is. | pray, like Joseph, that you will really believe it.
Amen. 4
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