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Sermon for Next Sunda

SOWING THE SEED

“And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to sow;
“and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came
and ate them up. --- ““And others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.
®“He who has ears, let him hear.”
(Matthew 13:3~9)

he Word of God is continually being scattered around the world.

As a farmer sows his seed, so it is the Christian’s responsibility
to spread God's Word. Sometimes our proclamation efforts don't
praduce much fruit because they fall by the roadside, between rocks,
and even amongst thorns. Nevertheless, it is our job to keep sharing
the good news. Jesus shared today’s sower parable to a large crowd
that surrounded Him by the seashore. Not only did they miss the
point, but His disciples also did not fully understand. Jesus then
explained to His disciples. "To you it has been granted to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been
granted”(Mt. 13:11). Then Jesus gave His disciples a detailed
explanation about the parable of the sower(Mt. 13:18~23). The
secrets of heaven are revealed in the sown seed! It is so important for
us to understand and receive this secret. During Jesus' time, there
were a lot of Bible-believing people, but they didn’t understand the
secrets of heaven. They understood the secrets of this earth quite
well. John the Baptist cried out to them. “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand”(Mt. 3:2). He knew that they were trying to acquire
things of earthly value, and even understood that they thought they
had heavenly treasure. He boldly told them to repent. How does one
repent? When you receive the Word of God you can repent. When
Jesus began his earthly ministry, He preached. “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand”(Mt. 4:17). John the Baptist and Jesus
really scattered the gospel. The seed of the gospel is imperative to life.
How do you respond to this great seed? Most people are hindered by
the seed. Let's look at the four different responses to the seed that
Jesus explained to His disciples.

The first response Jesus mentions concerning the sown seed is
really no response. Jesus told the crowd. “Behold, the sower went out
to sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the
birds came and ate them up”(Mt. 13:3~4). Jesus told His disciples
concerning this. “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown
beside the road”(Mt. 13:19). When the blessing opportunities come for
those to hear the Word of God, the devil desperately tries to take it
away. Non-Christians are dead in their trespasses and sin. They live
according to the course of this world, according to the devil's power.
The spirit of disobedience is within them, so it isn't hard for the devil to
snatch away the seed(Eph. 2:2).

The second response Jesus falks about concerning the sown seed is
an emotional response. Jesus told the crowd. "Others fell on the rocky
places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they
sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. But when the sun had
risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they
withered away”(Mt. 13:6~6). Jesus told His disciples concerning this.
"The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the

man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he
has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction
or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls
away”(Mt. 13;20~21). Those who receive the seed with joy but don't
put Jesus first in their lives soon find out that the world holds maore
value for them. They quickly walk away from Jesus when trouble
comes, and troubles always come. Any church that longs for earthly
things will discover that the secrets of heaven will be far away from
them. Leaders who mislead fill believers' eyes with darkness.

The third response Jesus talks about concerning the sown seed is a
worldly response. Jesus told the crowd. "Others fell among the thorns,
and the thorns came up and choked them out”(Mt. 13:7). Jesus told
His disciples concerning this. “And the one on whom seed was sown
among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry
of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it
becomes unfruitful”(Mt. 13:22). Everyone who desires fame and
wealth more than Jesus will lose the seed. Pride makes the world's
remedies to sin more prominent than God's ways.

The last response Jesus talks about concerning the sown seed is a
fruitful response. Jesus told the crowd. “And others fell on the good
soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some
thirty" (Mt. 13:8). Jesus told His disciples concerning this. “And the one
on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears
the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty"(Mt. 13:23). What is
good soil? Good soil is denying yourself, taking your cross, and
tfollowing Jesus only by faith. Letting God feed and grow you, and
allowing Him to do all things, make for very good soil. The Word of God
has tremendous power, more power than anyone or anything. Will you
allow God to provide for you? God says. “For as the rain and the snow
come down from heaven, and do not return there without watering the
earth and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower
and bread to the eater; so will My word be which goes forth from My
mouth; it will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what |
desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which | sent it"(ls.
55:10~11). Amen,

My dear friends, the Word of God produces great fruit in believers,
Do you know what kind of fruit we are talking about? Galatians
5:22~23 say. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law."” Salvation is the yield and constant supply of
spiritual fruit. With the fruit of the Spirit you join the body of Christ. |
know Jesus has given you wonderful fruit, great talent, but are you
sowing the seed with it or are you using it for your own benefit? As we
appreciate our many blessings, let us praise God for His Wonderful
Word. Jesus said. “He who has ears, let him hear”(Mt. 13:9). Please

examine your life and make sure you are sowing the seed! i
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