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ROLL AWAY

THE STONE FOR US?

They were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?”
(Mark 16:3)

fter Jesus died, the day before the Sabbath, Joseph of

Arimathea removed His body from the cross, wrapped it in linen
cloth, placed it in a cave type tomb, and closed the opening with an
enormous stone. The Bible tells us that when the Sabbath was over,
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome brought
spices to Jesus’' tomb to prepare Him for permanent burial (Mk.
16:1). As they were walking to the tomb and talking to each other,
they all wondered who would remove the stone so that they could
get to Jesus' body. They were concerned about the stone, not about
Jesus’ resurrection or their salvation. Jesus told His disciples on the
way to the cross, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all
things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man
will be accomplished. For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, and
will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, and after they have
scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will rise
again”(Lk. 18:31~33). Jesus fulfilled all the Old Testament
prophesies. He rose from the dead! The stone wasn't a barrier for
Him, and it's no longer a problem for us either. What does the stone
signify?

The stone represents the despair of death. It blocked the way to
the tomb. It covered the entrance, so that those outside could not get
in. Its purpose was to seal death in and keep life out. The stone
speaks of death holding loved ones from us. When a loved one dies,
the tomb blocks those from the outside seeing in, and those from the
inside seeing out. Christ’s resurrection rolled the stone away.
Someday we will see our loved ones in Christ who have died. 1
Corinthian 15:20 says, “But now Christ has been raised from the
dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.” We have victory over
death through Christ, “O death, where is your victory? O death,
where is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ”(1 Cor. 15:55~57). When Peter received the Holy
Spirit in Jerusalem, he first preached, "Men of Israel, listen to these
words; Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with
miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him
in your midst, just as you yourselves know—this Man, delivered over
by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a
cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God
raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it
was impossible for Him to be held in its power"(Ac. 2:22~24). Jesus
conquered death. He resurrected! Through your faith in Christ,
death’s despair is overcome by eternal life’s hope.

The stone represents the effort of the enemies of Jesus. The stone
was sealed by the Roman Empire. This was done at the request of
the, chief priests and Pharisees, the faithless religious leaders who
were envious of Jesus Christ. They went to Pilate and said, “Sir, we
remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three

days | am to rise again.’ Therefore, give orders for the grave to be
made secure until the third day, otherwise His disciples may come
and steal Him away and say to the people, 'He has risen from the
dead,’ and the last deception will be worse than the first. Pilate said
to them, “You havé a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how.”
And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard
they set a seal on the stone”(Mt. 27:63~66). Besides the pagan and
Jewish enemies, there were also supernatural enemies of Jesus,
namely Satan. Jesus told the Jews, "You are of your father the devil,
and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is
no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because | speak the
truth, you do not believe Me"(Jn. 8:44~45), Satan and his demons
have no power over Christ. He defeated them all, “having canceled
out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which
was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it
to the cross. When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He
made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through
Hirm"(Col. 2:14~15).

The stone represents anything that separates us from our savior.
The women worried, and thought the stone separated them from
Jesus. Sin is the real culprit that separates people from God. Isaiah
59:1~2 say, "Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot
save; nor is His ear so dull that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have
made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have
hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.” Jesus came to
save sinners, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that
which was lost“(Lk, 19:10). Nothing can separate us from the eternal
love of Jesus, “For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord“{Rom. 8:38~39).

My dear friends, God moved the stone, “Looking up, they saw that
the stone had been rolled away, although it was extremely large” (Mk.
16:4). Look at the stones in your life with faith. When you look with
faith, all your fears will disappear. The angel told the women at Jesus’
tomb, “Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene,
who has been crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is
the place where they laid Him"(Mk. 16:6). Jesus is calling all the
weak, tired, sorrowful, and guilty people, "Come to Me, all who are
weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest”(Mt. 11:28). The
women were scared, but the angel reassured them and told them to
go and tell His disciples that He's alive. The stone was removed. Let's
praise the Lord and spread the good news of Christ's resurrection.
Let's rejoice because the stone was rolled away. Amen. 4
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