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Sermon of pastor Kim

BESTILL

"+ And being aroused, He rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
"Hush, be still.” And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm. And He said to them,
"Why are you so timid? How is it that you have ne faith? -"(Mark 4:35-41)

fter a very long and hard day of preaching, Jesus rests on boat

that is traveling to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. The
crowd that gathered to Him was so great that day by the sea that he
had to preach sitting in a boat away from the water's edge(v. 1). Many
people surely sat on the sand or driftwood, others probably stood knee
deep in the water and still others most likely surrounded Him with their
own boats trying to get closer to Him, They all wanted to hear Jesus.

Jesus taught them that day in parables. Parables were fold by Christ
usually to make the truth more engaging and clear to those who were
willing to hear(Lk. 15:3). But sometimes they were used to make the
truth obscure to those who lacked spiritual sensitivity(vv. 11-12). Some
of the many parables Jesus gave them that day were the Sower(vv. 3-
20), Lamp on a Stand(vv. 21-25), Growing Seed(vv. 26-29) and Mustard
Seed(vv. 30-34). Everyone heard about the kingdom of God. So many
people surrounded Him that day by the sea that it was necessary for
Him to be alone with His disciples(v. 34).

"On that day, when evening came, He said fo them, ‘Let us go over fo
the other side(v. 35). Jesus invites His disciples to join Him on the
Jjourney to the other side. He wants to be alone with them. His invitation
brings a great storm, "And there arose a fierce gale of wind, and the
waves were breaking over the boat so much that the boat was already
filling up“(v. 36). Obviously, the disciples’ time with Jesus wasn't all
peaches and cream. They were probably all fired up and excited about
their private time with Him until the big winds came. So many people
think that union with Christ is trouble free. They envision this grand life
with total joy and victory; without any sufferings or afflictions. They
don't understand the storms and the reasons for the storms. Really, so
many people wonder what's up with this Man whose association causes
storms?

Jesus is the Man whose invitation is loaded with promises. He
promises fellowship during the journey, safe passage to the other side,
and wonderful blessings that await on the other side. On this side, we
can see the tired and wearied condition of the disciples. All day they
had served, cared, and ministered to the large crowd. Now their energy
was low and now was the time that the wind blew. We see their lack of
faith and hear their scared voices, "Teacher, do You not care that we
are perishing”(v. 38). How often do we panic or experience anxiety
during a storm? The disciples were weak but in their weakness they
knew who to wake-up for help.

S0 many people want to travel with Jesus to the other side. Those
who accept will arrive safely. They will receive their heavenly stored
treasures and countless other blessings of eternal life with God. Until
that day, all Christians must weather the storms of daily Christian life.
But you can't persevere alone. No one has enough strength; courage, or
righteousness to survive. Jesus is the only hope of survival and thus safe
arrival.

Jesus is the Man who is with us in all the storms of life. His
fellowship is mandatory. Without Him their is no peace, no chance for
eternal life. We know today's story. We can relate to the great storm of
wind. We understand that high winds, rolling thunder, and huge waves
are nothing to laugh about. We know how powerful nature can be. We've
all seen or heard about the havoc of earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes,

snow and hail storms, etc... So many types of dangerous and disastrous

things happen on this earth. So many things occur that we ourselves
cannot handle.

"For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of
childbirth together until now"(Rom. 8:22). The disciples’ travel
experience with Jesus contains a very important lesson for us. The
storm comes to the disciples, not happiness. Even though they
experienced nothing all during the day, the storm still came. Though you
are His child, you still must pass through the storms of life. With Jesus,
you can experience the peace that passes all understanding. Even though
everything around you may appear to be in chaos or turmoil, there is no
need for despair. Knowing that you are in Jesus' hands and under His
total protection gives you inner peace. Jesus is the Man of safety and
peace.

Every storm is different and every storm has a different meaning.
Like Jonah, his storm was meant to return him from backsliding (Jon.
1:4), Paul's storm opened up the door of witnessing to many Roman
soldiers on an island (Acts 27428). Here in today's message, the
disciples’ storm was meant to test their faith, “And He said to them,
‘Why are you afraid? How is it that you have no faith?“(v. 40). Truly
there are lots and all types of storms. There are invisible and visible
storms. There are short and long storms. There are life threatening and
life taking storms. There are storms from above and storms from below.
Human life and most especially Christian life experience storms.

The key is that Jesus was with the disciples in the storm. If you are
a Christian in a storm, Jesus is with you tool Do you not know? Have you
not heard? The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of
the earth. Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is
inscrutable’(Is. 40:28). That's right. Jesus never tires. He always stays
with us. Whether we're in a distant land or asleep at night in our beds.
He is indeed there! He takes away our weariness and gives us the energy
we need to keep going on the journey.

When the disciples awoke Jesus, He arose and rebuked the wind with
the word's "Peace and Be Still“(v. 39). Immediately there was complete
calm; the waves ceased, the sea flattened, and the moon broke through
the clouds. The only sounds on the water that night were the movement
of the boat and the swift heartbeats of the disciples’ hearts. What kind
of Man can make everything calm? Only the Man of God, the Son of God,
the Lord of all has the power. Dear friend, let's think of Jesus and
today's storms. Is Jesus with you in your storm? Do you believe Jesus
can calm your storm and give you peace? Often we indeed believe that
Jesus can give eferndl life. The problem is that we say it but we don't
call upon Jesus during every step of the storm. To live the life of faith
in the face of its hindrances requires Jesus. Wake Jesus up! Lef your
relationship with Jesus define the essence of your life and faith.

Do you practice your faith? The very storms of everyday life require
that you wake Jesus up and get together with Him. Exchange your weak
and totally insufficient strength for His. He can calm your storm and
give you peace right now. This is what's happening in Mark 4, my dear
friend. Those that practice their faith truly experience the 'Be Still"
Peace, true peace, inner peace, peace beyond your imagination, peace
that passes all understanding - this peace can be yours with Jesus. Pray
to Jesus and wake Him up now! Receive the peace He so much wants to
give. Let your life reflect the 'Be Still' moments of knowing Him. i
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