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\IAH’S VISION OF CHRIST

"See, a king will reign in righteousness and rulers will rule with justice. “Each man will be like a
shelter from the wind and a refuge from the storm, like streams of water in the desert and the
shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. " Then the eyes of those who see will no longer be closed,
and the ears of those who hear will listen. “The mind of the rash will know and understand, and the
stammering tongue will be fluent and clear. (Isaiah 32:1~4)

n today's Bible verses lsaiah looks ahead to our coming Savior and

His righteous government on earth. Isaiah was blessed with
wonderful foreknowledge concerning Jesus Christ. He prophesized
about Christ's virgin birth, “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will
call him Immanuel”(Is. 7:14), Christ's many perfect nemes, "And he will
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace”(Is. 9:6), and Christ's everlasting rule on the throne of David,
"Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David's throne and aver his kingdom, establishing and
upholding it with justice and rightecusness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this”(s. 8:7).
Isaiah wrote so many detailed and powerful things about Messiah,
Let's look at some of the descriptive terms he used to tell us what
Jesus is like.

Jesus is like a safe haven from the wind, “Each man will be like a
shelter from the wind"(ls. 32:2). Jesus is our salvation that saves us
from the winds of circumstances that move us, the winds of
temptations that lure us, and the winds of troubles that try us. Moses
wrote, “The length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we have
the strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly
pass, and we fly away"{Ps. 90:10). Moses was placed in the water as
baby, and then spent the next forty years living a comfortable life. His
next forty years after that were difficult ones in the desert, and then his
last forty years were used to lead a hard hearted group of complainers.
He wrote Psalm 80 after experiencing 120 years of living. Solomon was
the wisest of men, and he wrote this warning against rejecting
wisdom, “when calamity overtakes you like a storm, when disaster
sweeps over you like a whirlwind, when distress and trouble
overwhelm you”(Prov. 1:27). He recognized the difficult winds of life,
the meaningless of toil, “So | hated life, because the work that is done
under the sun was grievous to me. All of it is meaningless, a chasing
after the wind"(Eccl. 2:17). We need a quiet harbor during the high
winds of daily life. Our faith in Jesus calms all the stormy winds of life.
In front of His disciples during the midst of a furious squall on the sea,
Jesus stood up and said, “Quiet! Be stilll" Then the wind died down
and it was completely calm(Mk. 4:39). Jesus promises, “All that the
Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will
never drive away”(Jn. 6:37). Jesus receives and forgives all who come
to Him. He will always protect us, so we never need to worry about the
winds of life.

Jesus is like a covert from the tempest, “and a refuge from the
storm“ (Is. 32:2). He is a home for the homeless. He is the stronghiold in
the time of battle. He is the sanctuary for those needing a place to stay.
Jesus asked His disciples after the storm, "Where is your faith?"(Lk.
8:25). The world is filled with sin and all its consequences. There are so
many kinds of dangerous and terrible storms about these days that one
can hardly step out of bed without getting bombarded. Jesus said, “I
have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this

world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the
world"{Jn. 16:33). No matter where we are or what kind of storm
threatens us (family troubles, sickness, economic woes, political
turmoil, emotional issues, spiritual battles, etc.) Jesus will protect us.
He is the one, holy place that we can be safe and secure.

Jesus is like a river of water in a dry place, "like streams of water in
the desert”(Is. 32:2). In the desert there Is little water, so a person who
has traveled through the sand for awhile will find certain happiness
when he drinks. Isaiah’s analogy here speaks of refreshment and
satisfaction. There is an unfailing search for satisfaction in this world.
Jesus offers us living water that is not temporary! He told the woman
at the well, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but
whoever drinks the water | give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water
| give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal
life”(Jn. 4:13~14). The majority of the world only knows the pleasure of
drinking temporary water. Solomon reminds us, “For the wise man, like
the fool, will not be long remembered; in days to come both will be
forgotten. Like the fool, the wise man too must die! And who knows
whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over
all the work into which | have poured my effort and skill under the sun.
This too is meaningless”(Eccl. 2:16~19). Jesus calls, even today, "If
anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in
me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from
within him"{Jn. 7:37~38). His promise of living water is still available,
without cost, “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!" And let him who
hears say, ‘Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever
wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life”(Rev. 22:17).

Jesus is like shade from the hot sun, “and the shadow of a great rock
in‘a thirsty land"(Is. 32:2). Our souls need rest and refreshment from
the daily struggles of earthly life. Living here is wearisome without
proper care. Jesus calls, "Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and | will give you rest”(Mt. 11:28). This is a great privilege!
Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed
them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. All
things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who
the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is
except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him* (Lk.
10:21~22). Amen.

My dear friend, Jesus will give you the power, talent, and strength
you need, "but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint”(Is. 40:31). Why ignore Jesus? Why
concentrate on yourself or earthly things? Jesus is an all sufficient
Savior. He is all you need. Please trust Him to save you today, "Believe
in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household"(Ac.
16:31). As Christmas approaches, let your heart concentrate on
Messiah, not yourself or other unnecessary things. Amen. i
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