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WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING AT?

They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky?
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.”
(Acts 1:11)

uring Jesus’ last moments in this world, His disciples stood

watching Him ascend into heaven. They had been very
depressed over His crucifixion death, but were very excited to be
near the resurrected Jesus. In their excitement, the disciples asked
Jesus, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to
Israel?”(Ac. 1:6). Jesus didn't give them the answer they wanted;
in fact, He told them that it was none of their business. “It is not
for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His
own authority”(Ac. 1:7). He told them that their business was to
proclaim the gospel. The disciples questioned Jesus about kingdom
restoration, but Jesus answered with a call to witness. Then He
ascended from the Mount of QOlives to heaven. The disciples’
excitement diminished as Jesus rose into the air. They felt like they
were losing everything as they stood with their eyes heavenward!
They scanned the sky with teary eyes for a last look at Jesus
Christ, “And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was
going, behald, two men in white clothing stood beside them” (Ac.
1:10). Two of God's angels asked the disciples, "Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as
you have watched Him go into heaven”(Ac. 1:11). The angels’
question was a reprimand for Jesus' disciples. They needed to stop
gazing.

You must stop gazing and obey your Lord. Jesus’ order was for
them to wait for what the Father promised and not to depart
Jerusalem, “Gathering them together, He commanded them not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised,
‘Which," He said, 'you heard of from Me'"{Ac. 1:4). The disciples
are not now in Jerusalem, so they must leave the Mount of Olives
and go to Jerusalem. When they arrive there some great things are
going to happen as Jesus promised. Some will find the will of God
for their lives, and others who know God's will but have not begun
to obey will begin to obey. When the disciple’s obey God's first
directions others will come. Right now, they must stop gazing and
get going, just like we need to do today.

The disciples had to stop gazing and go to a very important prayer
meeting, “These all with one mind were continually devoting
themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother
of Jesus, and with His brothers. a gathering of about one hundred
and twenty persons was there together”(Ac. 1:14~15). The
disciples went to Jerusalem, to the upper room, and put away all
differences to pray sincerely. They prayed like Psalm 119:18,
“Open my eyes, that | may behold wonderful things from Your
law.” They all waited for the coming Holy Spirit in concentrated

prayer. They stopped gazing to attend to this important prayer
meeting. They prayed for ten days, “When the day of Pentecost
had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there
came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared to
them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on
each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them
utterance”(Ac. 2:1~4). Their patient waiting and prayers came to
fruition as they all received the Holy Spirit.

You must stop gazing and start fulfilling the great commission.
Jesus commanded His disciples, “but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth”(Ac. 1:8). The disciples were to be
Jesus’ witnesses, as we are also. They launched a great
evangelistic outreach. Peter’s one sermon drew three thousand
souls to Jesus; “So then, those who had received his word were
baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand
souls”(Ac. 2:41). Sadly, evangelism is the missing word in the
church today. We may enjoy wonderful fellowship, but we must
return to the great task on earth. After Pentecost, evangelism
exploded in Jerusalem. The whole book of Acts is actually a mission
book. Jesus has given us His great commission, “And Jesus came
up and spoke to them, saying, 'All authority has been given to me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | commanded you;
and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age’"(Mt.
28:18~20). How do you respond to Jesus' great commission now?
What are you doing to evangelize this earth? Please stop looking at
other interesting things and focus on Jesus.

You must stop gazing and live in the light of Christ's return. The
angels questioned what the disciple’s were looking at. We have to
live waiting for His return. This same Jesus who ascended into
heaven will one day descend from heaven. The One who cares for
the lost and dying will return. When He does we must stand before
Him and give an account of our stewardship.

My dear friends, there is no time to gaze. Life is too short to
waste time and there are too many souls crying right now. Let's go
and proclaim the gospel! Why do you want to stand and gaze? Get
on the move; seize the moment to serve our coming Lord. We
have no business living ordinary lives in such extraordinary times.
Stop gazing and proclaim Jesus Christ. Amen. i
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