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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

VICTORY OF FAITH

@980 the people shouted, and priests blew the trumpets; and when the people heard the sound of the trumpet,
the people shouted with a great shout and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city,
every man straight ahead, and they took the city. *"They utterly destroyed everything in the city, both man
and woman, young and old, and ox and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the sword.(Joshua 6:20~21)

onquering the city of Jericho was a great challenge for Joshua and his
Cpeople. The Israelites were in a very weak position. After wandering
and complaining in the desert for forty years, they had no training, no
combat experience, and no formal education. They were sick and tired of
desert travel. When they approached Jericho they saw that the city had
very strong and tall walls surrounding it. God ordered them to go around
the city quietly once a day for six days, and on the seventh day to walk
around it seven times and then shout. If you were there, you would
probably start by wondering why you had to be quiet as you walked. The
first day you would probably listen, but on the second day you would
quietly start complaining that your feet or legs were becoming sore and
you'd start wondering again why God was making you do this silly thing.
By the third day you would complain about being tired of all this and keep
asking why, why, why. If you made it to the seventh day and realized that
today you had to walk around the city seven times instead of just once,
you probably would not do it because you would think it was just not fair.
You would argue that God could take down the walls with just ane word,
so why should you walk around like a fool. Well, the Israelites were
absolutely different than you and I. On the seventh day, after walking
around the entire city seven times, the priests blew their horns and the
Israelites shouted with a great shout because they had faith. Without
faith, there is no way they could have done it. When God's people heard
the sound of the rams’ horns they shouted at the top of their lungs
because they really believed, and the walls of Jericho tumbled down.
They ran inside without fear, like a little child running into his play fort,
utterly destroying everything. They had real faith.

My dear friend, when you really lock at Joshua, Moses' replacement,
you can see that this man was originally a slave with no real leadership
experience, but God appointed him to step into the Jordan River and lead
His people through a canal on dry ground. (Josh. 3:17) Joshua and the
Israelites could not conquer Jericho without faith. No matter how much
knowledge, reasonable thinking, and high intelligence strategies they
could acquire, there is no way they could conquer Jericho without faith.
Everything that happened in Jericho happened only by faith.

The opportunity of faith is now, not later. God already told Joshua that
He would give Jericho to him, “See, | have given Jericho into your hand,
with its king and the valiant warriors."(Josh. 6:2) It was Joshua's choice to
believe it or not. My dear friend, you have the opportunity of faith, the
only problem is that you think logically. You keep asking why, why, why.
God has already promised to give it to you, but in front of you stands the
huge walls of Jericho with its doors locked and occupants strongly armed.
With human eyes there is no way you see the possibility of conquering
without weapons and well trained soldiers. Forty years earlier, the
Israelites stood in the exact same place, seeing themselves as
grasshoppers in comparison to the size of their enemies. (Num. 13:32~33)
But God said that He would give Jericho to you, so now it is your chaice.
The Israelites clearly saw that the city was strong and awful, but by faith
there is no comparison. They had salvation and are strong witnesses.
1John 1:5~6 say, “This is the message we have heard from Him and

announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all,
If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth.” My dear friend, right now you
definitely have the opportunity of faith, so it is up to you whether or not
you run into Jericho or away from it.

The obedience of faith is now, not later. God told Joshua, "You shall
march around the city, all the men of war circling the city once. You shall
do so for six days. Also seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams’
horns before the ark; then on the seventh day you shall march around the
city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. It shall be that
when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when you hear the
sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and
the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people will go up every man
straight ahead.”(Josh. 6:3~5) All you have to do is obey, not understand. It
is hard to understand. Joshua gave God's exact orders to the Israelites.
God clearly explained the plan, so that no one could say | did not know
what to do or | forgot. With human understanding, it sounds like a terribly
dumb and sure to fail plan, but this plan only succeeds through cbedience
and faith. God's blessings always come through faith, “For whatever is
born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has
overcome the world—our faith.”(1 Jn. 5:4) Good works always
accompany salvation, but your works cannot save you, “For by grace you
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.”(Eph. 2:8~9)
James reminds believers that if they lack wisdom, they should ask for it
from God and He will give it to them generously and without reproach,
“But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is
like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind."”(Jas. 1:6) The
leper, Naaman, was told by the prophet Elisha to go and wash in the
Jordan seven times if he wanted to be cured, "So he went down and
dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the
man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child and
he was clean."(2Kgs. 5:14) Obedience works. If you believe, it is going to
happen. Jesus told Martha, "Did | nat say to you that if you believe, you
will see the glory of God."{Jn. 11:40) Well, Jesus told the man who had
been dead for four days to come forth, and Lazarus came forth!

The victory of faith is now and later. Today's Bible verses say, “So the
people shouted, and priests blew the trumpets; when the people heard
the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted with a great shout and the
wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man
straight ahead, and they took the city. They utterly destroyed everything in
the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox and sheep and
donkey, with the edge of the sword.”(vwv. 20~21) Victory comes in God's
time and in His way. Do you believe God's word or your own knowledge
or imagination? Do you really believe in the power of Jesus Christ? Jesus
overcame death on the cross by faith to victory. He asks each believer to
deny themselves, take their crosses, and follow Him. This is His order.
This is your opportunity. Do you obey? If so, then you will have victory
now and forever, Amen.
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