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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

LOT'S CHOICE

“®Then Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and me, nor between my herdsmen and your
herdsmen, for we are brothers. - ""So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan; and Lot journeyed
eastward. Thus they separated from each other. " Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the
cities of the valley, and moved his tents as far as Sodom. "*Now the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and
sinners against the LORD. (Genesis 13:8-13)

fter God called Abraham to “Go forth from your country, and from

your relatives and from your father's house, to the land which | will
show you,” he tock Sarah his wife, Lot his nephew, his retinue, all their
possessions, and setout in God's direction(Gn. 12:1). God promised
Abraham, “| will make you a great nation, and | will bless you, and make
your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and | will bless those
who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse. And in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed”(Gn. 12;2-3). For Lot, it was an
exciting time knowing that the Creator, King of kings, and Mighty God
had directly blessed his uncle. He immediately followed Abraham
because he believed the words God spoke to his uncle. He wanted to be
a part of the blessing. He saw it as a once in a lifetime opportunity, which
it was. As time passed, Abraham and Lot became very rich in livestock,
silver, and gold(Gn. 13:2, 5). Their material wealth flourished to such an
extent that the land they lived on could not sustain them both; it became
necessary for them to separate (Gn. 13:6). When their herdsmen began
fighting amongst themselves, Abraham asked Lot to choose which land
he wanted; “if to the left, then | will go to the right; or it to the right, then
| will go to the left"(v. 9). He gave Lot first choice. What was Lot's
choice?

Lot based his decision on worldliness. He lifted up his eyes and saw
that the valley of Jordan was like “the garden of the Lord"(v. 10). His lack
of religion and generosity combined with his surplus of greed and
selfishness caused him to forsake all others in favor of what he thought
well, Up to this time, he followed God and Abraham, now he proceeds to
go his own way, thinking he is great. Having first choice made it a difficult
test for him. Instead of asking his uncle to choose first, and he go the
other way; his greed caused him to be ungenerous. James 1:12 says,
“Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised
to those who love Him." Lot miserably failed his trial because of his self-
interest. All his blessings came through Abraham from God because he
listened, but now he changes and his mind focuses on other things. He
no longer considers himself dead to immortality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry (Col. 3:5). Romans 12:10
says, "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to
one another in honor.” Lot showed no honor or appreciation to Abraham,
but instead took care of his wealth first. All that was good in his lite he
credited to himself, and all that was wrong he looked for someone to
blame, so that it would not be his fault.

We must fix our hope in God from our heart, not our own desires, “For
it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the
living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers”({1 Tim.
4:10). Lot's decision brought him closer and closer to Sodom and
Gomorrah, “Now the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and
sinners against the Lord"(Gn. 13:13). Lot entered the valley of the Jordan
thinking it was paradise, but it was not so. 2 Corinthians 6:17 says,
“Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate, says the Lord.
And do not touch what is unclean; and | will welcome you." All too often
people think that geing off to Las Vegas to gamble every now and then is
acceptable, or flirting with business associates sometimes is fine, or just
plain having fun at someone else’s expense is okay. It is not.

Lot’s course of action slowly led him further and further down the
worldly path. He walked away from the spiritual side of life and headed
towards the physical side. He eventually ended up living in the city of
Sodom, which was extremely pervarse, wanting his two daughters to
marry there. Philippians 3:2 warns, “Beware of the dogs, beware of the
evil workers, beware of the false circumcision.” Lot was not aware
because his mind was on worldly things, “Set your mind on the things
above, not on the things that are on earth”(Col. 3:2). His eyes focused on
physical beauty, just like Eve's eyes, “When the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the
tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and
she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate"(Gn. 3:6). David also
set his eyes upon Bathsheba. When you look around at worldly things,
the devil always shows you something nice. He loves to delight the eyes
of believers. Lot's eyes saw the beauty of Jordan, "So Lot chose for
himself all the valley of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus
they separated from each other”(Gn. 13:11). It always starts in the eyes,
works its way to the heart and emotions, and then moves to the rest of
the body. Many Christians look at beautiful people, places, and things
with Lot's eyes, forgetting their faith. Joshua 24:15 says, “If it is
disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today
whom you will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served which
were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amoerites in whose land you
are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua
followed the right path, while most Israelites chose the wrong one.

Lot's choice resulted in a curse, not a blessing. His worldly calculations
were wrong. Abraham chose God, "And Abraham believed God, and it
was reckoned to him as righteousness, and he was called the friend of
God"(Jas. 2:23). Abraham went with God all the way, not with his own
heart, but Lot choose his own heart. His home burned, his wealth
disappeared, his wife died, and his two daughters disrespected him. He
lost the presence of God because his spiritual life was secondhand, not
first priority. Indeed, he called on God, but he believed in other things
more. Jesus said, "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From
his innermost being will flow rivers of living water'"(Jn. 7:38). If you call
on Jesus with all your heart and soul, He will save you, “whoever will call
on the name of the Lord will be saved,” not temporarily but eternally
(Rom. 10:13). Ged is "rich in merey" and full of grace (Eph. 2:4). Lot did
not receive His grace because he went his way. Jesus said that we must
deny ourselves, but Lot did not do it. His own desires came first. He did
not belong to God but to the earth, the devil, "For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord"{Rom. 6:23).

My dear friend, you have heard God's message, filled with rich and
eternal blessings. It is up to you to choose. “And the one on whom seed
was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and
the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word,
and it becomes unfruitful”(Mt. 13:22). “And the one on whom seed was
sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and
understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty”(Mt. 13:23). | hope you choose
for His Word to fully encompasses your heart. Amen. i
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