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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

I'M WILLING, BE CLEANSED

"O'When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him. ®And a leper came to Him
and bowed down before Him, and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”
@ Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.”
And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. “And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go,

show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.

”

(Matthew 8:1~4)

ight after Jesus preached His now widely known and loved

Sermon on the Mount(Mt. 5~7), the crowds that surrounded
Him were totally astonished, “for He was teaching them as one
having authority, and not as their scribes”(Mt. 7:29). The Bible
tells us that, “When Jesus came down from the mountain, large
crowds followed Him"(Mt. 8:1). These crowds were very familiar
with Moses' Law, but after hearing Jesus they really got a
blessing from His message. During Jesus’ ministry, after He
revealed the truth, miraculous things usually followed, The
evidence of His authority and power came through His healing of
the sick. In today’s message, Jesus had just finished His sermon
when He healed a leper. Lepers were not allowed into the general
population. They were strictly isolated because people viewed
them as unholy. This time, in the presence of many peocple, a
leper approached Jesus for help.

The leper braved the crowd. This multitude would normally have
kicked the leper out. They would have not tolerated his presence,
but because they were blessed from Jesus’ message their hearts
were open. They were spiritually clean, and therefore could
accept an unclean leper coming to Jesus Christ. Romans 3:9~10
say, "What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have
already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; as it
is written, there is none righteous, not even one.” Everyone has
sinned. We are all unclean. We are all sinners, “But the Scripture
has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in
Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe”(Gal. 3:22). The
Bible clearly tells us, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”(Rom. 6:23). Our

- sins have earned us death. No one can escape or avoid it.
Hebrews 9:27 reminds us, “And inasmuch as it is appointed for
men to die once and after this comes judgment.” So many
Christians have no compassion for the unclean. Today's churches
and pastors want Jesus Christ to save respectable people, but
Jesus came to seek and save the unrespectable, "For the Son of
Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost”(Lk.
19:10). God says, "I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered,
bind up the broken and strengthen the sick; but the fat and the
strong | will destroy | will feed them with judgment”(Ezek. 34:16).
Godly sermons prepare us to care and to serve all who are lost.

The leper came to Christ. Today's Bible verse says, “And a leper
came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, 'Lord, if You
are willing, You can make me clean'"(Mt. 8:2). The Bible doesn't
tell us if this man actually heard one of Jesus' sermans or if he

just heard of Jesus through others. The Bible does tell us that this
brave leper came and worshipped Jesus. He called Him “Lord"”,
just like the thief on the cross(Lk. 23:42), and the adulterous
woman who was about to be stoned(Jn. 8:11). This leper believed
Jesus could do anything, and Jesus was moved with compassion
for him(Mk. 1:41). Compassion is to feel what another feels.
Jesus identifies with the sufferings of sick and dying people. He
understands human pain and sorrow. Jesus touches the
untouchable! Who have you touched recently for Jesus? Have
you ignored the untouchables?

The leper was made clean. “Jesus stretched out His hand and
touched him, saying, 'l am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately
his leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus said to him, 'See that you
tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest and present the
offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them'”(Mt.
8:3~4). Jesus longs to make people clean, and none are too
defiled for Him to cleanse. 1Corinthians 6:9~11 says, "Or do you
not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit
the kingdom of God. Such were some of you; but you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.” Jesus
touched the leper and immediately his leprosy was gone. Can you
imagine the joy that filled this man's heart? The crowds were
already wowed by Jesus’ message; can you imagine their
amazement and excitement of witnessing leprosy disappear on a
person? Have you experienced the miracle and joy of being
cleansed? 1John 1:7~9 say, “but if we walk in the Light as He
Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that
we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

My dear friend, we are all like lepers, but instead of our disease
shawing itself on the outside, it infects our insides. We need to
be brave about our faith and follow Jesus always. We need to
confess our sins and be cleansed every day. No matter what your
past or present situation, Jesus can make you clean. Please drop
your pride and pick up your cross. If you are willing to make Jesus
your Lord and Savior, He is willing to cleanse you and make you
into a child of God. Amen.
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