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Face OfJeSMS (Isaiah 50:4~9)

"-+-He who vindicates Me is near; Who will contend with Me?
Let us stand up to each other; Who has a case against Me?
Let him draw near to Me. Behold, the Lord God helps Me: Who is he who condemns Me?
Behold, they will all wear out like a garment; The moth will eat them”

'he heart of Jesus is soft, modest, warm, kind, and lovely, but

His face is like flint. During His earthly ministry, He didn't avoid
or escape the attacks and afflictions meant for Him. The Bible tells
us, “When the days were approaching for His ascension, He was
determined to go to Jerusalem" (Lk. 9:51). His face was like flint.
The way of the cross was before Him, but He didn't change
direction. Even though no one helped Him and many hurt Him, He
still followed Ged’s way. In other words, Jesus appeared really
weak, but He was determined to do God's will nonetheless. Despite
the ill circumstances and situations He had to face, He never turned
away. Jesus' strong determination to go God's way should
encourage us all in our walk with God.

Jesus' steadfast resolve was tested. His determination is clearly
mentioned in today's passage, and by many an ordeal His
declarations were justified. He was tested by the offers of the world.
Remember how Satan proposed all the kingdoms of the world and
their glory to Him? He didn’t compromise. Remember how He
entered Jerusalem on a donkey with the crowds welcoming Him as a
king? He could have easily become a famous leader, but He didn't.
Remember how Peter and His disciples rebuked Him for wanting to
take the cross? Remember how His family and friends tried to
persuade Him to take a different course? But Jesus didn't sway, His
face was like fiint.

Jesus' steadfast resolve was tested by the unworthy actions of
his friends. The one who ate bread with Him betrayed Him. His
disciples forsook Him and fled. The whole race conspired to put Him
to death. But His face remained like flint. Even the bitterness which
He tasted at His entrance upon His great work as a sacrifice tried
His determination. The Garden of Gethsemane, the mockery, and
the accusations were all sharp commencements. Many would shrink
when such fire came upon them, but Jesus stood firm. Think of the
people who hurled abuse at him during his suffering. Those who
passed by, saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and
rebuild it in three days, save Yourself'. The chief priests, scribes,
and elders, saying, “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is
the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we
will believe in Him". The soldiers, saying “If You are the King of the
Jews, save Yourself"! The robber hanging beside Him, saying, “Are
You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us”l Such remarks would
cause many to bend, but not Jesus.

Jesus' steadfast resolve was even tested by the ease at which
He could have abandoned the cross. Pontius Pilate could have
released Jesus if He pleaded. Legions of angles would have come
to His rescue if He asked. He had the power to come down from the
cross Himself. He was not held to His work by inability to quit it, but
only by the love which is strong as death. Amen! He said, “If it be
possible, let this cup pass from Me”. The impossibility lay in His
resolve to redeem His people and to do God's will.

With all the various trials and tribulations Jesus encountered,
how was He able to sustain His steadfast determination? Today's
text tells us, “The Lord God has given Me the tongue of disciples,

That | may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He
awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a
disciple” (v. 4). Jesus had divine schooling. His father taught Him
what He needed. Jesus listened to His Father, “The Lord God has
opened My ear; And | was not disobedient, Nor did | turn back”.
Jesus had faith in the Lord God, “He who vindicates Me is near;
Who will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each other; Who has a
case against Me? Let him draw near to Me. Behold, the Lord God
helps Me; Who is he who condemns Me? Behold, they will all wear
out like a garment; The moth will eat them” (vv. 8&39). With God's
help, Jesus wanted to be a witness. In John 19:30, we read,
“Therefore, when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is
finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.” Isn’t
Jesus’ determination wonderful? Jesus finished everything God had
for Him because God had given Him everything He needed.

We need to learn from Jesus so that we can imitate His
determination. Our lives as believers need to be like Jesus. The
purpose of life is to glorify God. We learn from the Word of God. Just
as God taught Jesus “morning by morning”, so too, we must learn.
Out schooling in these matters can't come from humans or
experience, but only frem the Word of God. God must be our
Teacher. Whether our lives are passive or active, the important thing
is that we practice perfect and complete obedience. When we are
obedient, we will have the courage and bravery of verse 6, “I gave
My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck
out the bread; | did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.”
Our bold confidence comes from Jesus Christ.

My dear Choong Hyun friends, our lives must be one of faith, just
as Jesus' life, “Who is among you that fears the Lord, That obeys
the voice of His servant, That walk in darkness and has no light? Let
him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God” (v. 10). Amen.
We must trust in His name and rely on Him so that our confession
after we finish this life can be, “It is finished”. Like Jesus, our face
needs to be like flint. Why? Because God has concluded, “Behold,
all you who kindle a fire, Who encircle yourselves with firebrands,
Walk in the light of your fire, And among the brands you have set
ablaze. This you will have from My hand: you will lie down in
torment” (v. 11).

If we hold to obedience, we will have the best outcome. Indeed,
to the world it make look like we are weak or failures, but if we have
total obedience we will be able to pray, “It is finished"! Jesus’ face
was always like flint. Why? Because He learned from God the Word
of God. He relied on God. Jesus never compromised for worldliness,
He always lived in total obedience. Perhaps His actions on the way
to Calvary appeared inept, but the result was that the scoffers went
to hell. Often times in this world Christians compromise with the
world over little things. Look at Jesus. His heart was soft but His face
was like flint. He lived His life with everyone against Him, but He did
not change. He had the power and the resources to go anyway He
wanted, but He chose to totally rely on God. As such, His face was
like flint. &
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