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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

AN ANGEL APPEARED TO MARY

29 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee, called
Nazareth, " to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David;
and the virgin’s name was Mary. *® And coming in, he said to her, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” - “” “For nothing will be impossible with God.” *® And Mary said, “Behold,

the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:26~38)

he biblical story of an angel appearing to Mary is amazing.

It is @ Christmas miracle. The Israelites lived with and by

the word of God; they are His chosen people, but after
Malachi, their Bible ended. They experienced a lengthy period of
quiet time, where no prophets or prophecy occurred until
Matthew. Then, all of a sudden, an angel appeared to Mary.
Heaven opened and an angel came down to earth. Christmas
started! God's salvation plan happened, “Now in the sixth month
the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary " (wv.
26&27). Without warning, an angel sent from God came to a
humble and lowly woman and delivered the greatest message
this earth had ever received. No one could have imagined such an
astonishing event. Four hundred years had passed without any
angels or any sign from God. Qut of the blug, Mary received the
good news. She discovered incredible information.

Mary found out that God's salvation plan is eternal. The angel
told her, “and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
His kingdom will have no end”(v. 33). She listened to the angel
and believed. Her belief opened her eyes to God's secrets. Of
course, Mary had many dreams and plans of her own. She was
about to get married, and was probably thinking about her life as a
new wife and hoping for her own children and their well being,
but suddenly Gabriel appeared with a surprising message. He told
her, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you"{v. 28). She
had found preference with God. Gabriel said, “Do not be afraid,
Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him
Jesus”(wv. 30 & 31). She was going to conceive before marriage,
and her son was going to be the most celebrated and
distinguished of all, “He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His
father David"(v. 32). Everything God was telling her was going to
be on a forever basis. What is going on right now with your
dreams and hopes? Are they centered on temporary or eternal

values? As a child of God, you need to be careful and cautious
that your plans are built on the foundation of Christ, not the world.
Mary discovered God's eternal plan.

Mary found out that God’s promises are unfailing. As an
Israelite, she was familiar with the story about the Messiah. All
Israel was waiting for the Promised Messiah. They knew that the
ruler of David’'s throne must come through a virgin, “Therefore
the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with
child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel”(Isa.
7:14). Even though centuries have passed without fulfillment,
now Gabriel appears to tell her that He will come through her.
What a moment! Mary discovered that God's promises are
certain.

Mary found out that God’s power is unlimited. She asked
Gabriel, “"How can this be, since | am a virgin?”(v. 34) Gabriel
assured her, "For nothing will be impossible with God"(v. 37).
Mary was confused, but Gabriel explained to her, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called
the Son of God"(v. 35). He also revealed, *And behold, even your
relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she
who was called barren is now in her sixth month”(v. 36). Mary
discovered that God's power is infinite and immeasurable.

My dear friend, to know that with God all things are possible is
the best news for our troubled times. What a faith builder for
prayer! Are you losing faith in today's world? Everything Mary
found out is the exact same information as the Gospel. God's
salvation plan is forever, and His promises are unfailing. Even
though the devil killed Jesus Christ on the cross, there is
resurrection. God’s power is unlimited. Do you believe it? It
means that whoever believes in Jesus Christ will be saved, and
become a new creature. Jesus is our Savior, our Messiah. Please
do not delay in receiving Him. Trust Him for everything. He will
take care of todays, tomorrows, and all future troubles. There is
no one like Him, and there will never be anyone other than Him to
lead you to heaven. Amen. |
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