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" || Sermon for Next Sunday ||

BITTER WATER

@2 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they
went three days in the wilderness and found no water. * And when they came to Marah, they could
not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah. - *” Then they
came to Elim where there were twelve springs of water and seventy date palms, and they camped
there beside the waters. (Exodus 15:22~27)

fter God freed Israel from Egyptian slavery, destroyed their
enemy in the Red Sea, and gave them a great leader to
guide them to the Promised Land; they grumbled and became
very angry about their blessing. Even though God gave them
everything, and their condition was beyond excellent, three
days into their wilderness journey they turned, “Then Moses
led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the
wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness
and found no water”(v. 22). When they finally came to a body
of water and tasted it, they found it was bitter, so they got
annoyed and started complaining. The Lord God knows the way
through the wilderness. Israel’'s wilderness crossing is a
wonderful lesson that directly applies to the Christian’s journey
toward heaven. Their experience with bitter water helps you to
understand and cope with the bitter waters in your life.
Traveling for three days in the desert, the Israglites were
thirsty. “When they came to Marah, they could not drink the
waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named

Marah”(v. 23). Difficult times come to believers. Many of -

today’'s Christians profess that everything is always wonderful
and good, but that simply is not true. We all have trials! Jesus
said, “In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; |
have overcome the world”(Jn. 16:33). Like the Israelites, | am
sure you have tasted bitter water. Too many Christians expect
only good things to happen, so that when anything bad does
occur, they complain to God. They think that the Christian life is
supposed to be trouble free, without bitter water. My dear
friend, often times, God leads you to bitter water.

The bitter water of Marah gave the Israelites a bitter mouth,
“So the people grumbled at Moses"{v. 24). They blamed the
servant of God. Their dissatisfaction and disappointment drove
them to complain. When you complain, you cannot receive
God's blessing or bless other people. Saul was bitter toward
David, and in the beginning, the prodigal son complained
against his parent's home. Colossians 3:19 tells us, “Husbands,
love your wives and do not be embittered against them.”
Sometimes the word of God makes you bitter, but you have to
repent. Where bitter jealousy and selfish ambition exist, “there
is disorder and every evil thing"(Jam. 3:14-16). Hebrews 12:15
reminds us, “See to it that no one comes short of the grace of
God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and

by it many be defiled.” Bitterness in you causes trouble to
others. My dear friend, bitter water is part of the Christian
journey, but a bitter spirit is not.

Moses did not quarrel with the Israelites, but made His plea
to God. “Then he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed
him a tree; and he threw it into the waters, and the waters
became sweet. There He made for them a statute and
regulation, and there He tested them”(v. 25). Real Christians do
not argue. If someone criticizes you, you just pray. Moses did
not know what to do, so he prayed. Prayer is the answer! God
promises wisdom to those who ask, "But if any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and
without reproach, and it will be given to him"(Jam. 1:5). God
gave Moses direction and wisdom. He showed him the tree,
and Moses took the tree and threw it into the bitter water and
the bitter water turned sweet. My dear friend, prayer
overcomes tribulation,

The tree that Moses threw into the bitter water symbolizes
the cross on Calvary. Can you imagine how bitter all the sin of
the world must have been? God threw that tree in the middle
of it all, and that tree turned the bitter curse of sin into sweet
happiness. Now, if your soul is dry and thirsty, you can come to
Jesus and drink the sweet water of eternal life. If you come to
Jesus, He will change your bitterness into blessing. John 7:37
says, "Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come
to Me and drink."" Jesus did not speak these words in sermon
tone, but yelled them out with a loud voice. He wanted
everyone to hear them, all the peoples from around the world
who came to Jerusalem for Passover. This was His last day
before the cup of suffering came to Him. My dear friend, | pray
that you can hear Jesus' voice.

Bitter water is not pleasant. God does not want you to enjoy
it, nor does He want you to complain or grumble over it. He
wants you to endure it, so that He can change it into the sweet
water of eternal life. Without Jesus Christ, you will never taste
this special water. With Jesus Christ, you can navigate through
the bitter waters of earthly life and reach the heavenly shore.
With Jesus Christ, the bitter waters are temporary, and
although unlikable, through prayer your heart will maintain
peace and joy. Amen. {4
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